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#1. Economic and social change (10 minutes)

1) How about our country’s economy? Is it getting better or worse? Why? Who is most responsible for that?

2) And how do you feel about your own family’s living standards? Are they getting better or worse? 

3) Do you think your family’s standard of living depends mainly on the national economy or mainly on your own luck and effort?

4) On balance, who has benefited most from recent economic changes in our country?

5) Do you feel that crime and corruption are increasing or decreasing? Why is that?

6) And differences between rich and poor? Are they increasing or decreasing? Why is that?

7) And problems of pollution or environmental damage? Are they getting better or worse? Why is that?

8) Are your views on crime, corruption and the environment based on news reports – or on your own experience? Tell us about your experiences.
9) Do you feel that (COUNTRY) language, culture and traditions are becoming more or less respected today? Why is that?

#2. State control versus “the market-economy” [“market-mechanisms” in Vietnam]  (10 minutes)

10) Is the market-economy [V: “market-mechanisms”] the ‘only way to go’? Or should the state play a bigger role in controlling wages and prices and protecting jobs? 

11) If you had a choice, where would you yourself like to work – in a government office or state-owned enterprise, in a private company, in a foreign company, or in a family business of your own? Why?

12) Who benefits most from the market-economy [V: “market-mechanisms”]? 

13) Is the market-economy [V: “Are market-mechanisms”] fair? Do the benefits go to those who deserve them – by working harder or having better ideas and skills? Or do the benefits go to corrupt persons with special contacts who take unfair advantage of ordinary citizens?

14) On the whole, is the market-economy [V: “market-mechanisms”] good or bad for our country? Why?

#3. The costs and benefits of development (10 minutes)

15) How would you describe our country – as advanced, developing or backward?

16) And in terms of progress and development, do you feel our country is rising or sinking compared with other similar countries?

17) Looking ahead, can we expect a steady improvement in our living standards, a steady decline, or a mixture of ups and downs? 

18) Is very rapid economic development good or bad? Are the benefits of improved opportunities and living standards outweighed by too many serious problems – like increased crime, corruption and environmental pollution? Have any of these affected you or your area?

19) Is the pace of economic development too fast or too slow in (COUNTRY)-as-a-whole? And in your own area, is it too fast or too slow?

20) Who should decide about development projects in your area – officials in (CAPITAL), local officials, businessmen, or local people?
#4. National identity and foreign influences (20 minutes)

21) Do we have a lot to learn from other countries in running our economic and political affairs?  Which?

22) Do we have anything to learn from other countries in terms of social affairs and family life – or should we keep our own traditions unchanged?
23) How important are (COUNTRY) traditions and culture to you personally? Would it be good or bad if (COUNTRY) became more like other countries? 

24) Are our traditions and culture threatened by foreign influences? In what way? Are there any particular countries whose culture we should try to keep out of (COUNTRY)? Which?

25) What do you feel about foreign films or TV programmes, or adverts for foreign brands like Coca-cola or Marlboro cigarettes? 

26) Are foreign brands generally better or worse than local products? Why?
27) On the whole, are foreigners who come here good or bad for (COUNTRY)? Why? 

28) Are some kinds of foreigners good for (COUNTRY) and others bad? Which? Why?

29) Have you had much personal contact with foreigners either within (COUNTRY) or in other countries? Who? Where? Did you like or dislike them? 

30) What about ethnic minorities? In general do you feel ethnic minorities are good or bad for a country? And for (COUNTRY) in particular? Why? 

31) Should we accept international standards on pollution and environmental protection, or should we take our own decisions and ignore the views of international organisations?
32) Some people feel that joining international organisations like the EU (European Union) or the WTO (World Trade Organisation) means that their country has to give up too much of its own national independence. Others feel it is worth giving up some national independence to become a member of such important international organisations. What do you feel is more important?

33) Should we put some army units under the control of international organisations to support international humanitarian or peace-keeping projects? 

34) Do you feel our national territory is threatened by any foreign country at the present time? Which? 

#5. The costs and benefits of lowering international barriers (30 minutes)

35) What would be the best way to improve our economy and create more jobs – protect our economy more from foreign competition, or open up our economy more to the world-market/international-markets?

36) Should we give special advantages to our own companies until they are strong enough to compete with foreign companies? Or would that just encourage them to be inefficient?

37) Should our farmers be protected from foreign competition? Or would that just encourage them to be inefficient?

38) Should immigrants have the same rights to take jobs here as citizens of (COUNTRY)? Should that depend on where the immigrants come from? Please explain.

39) Do you think it is inevitable that our culture and way of life will become more and more like other countries if we do open-up our economy more to foreign companies? 

40) What do you feel are the main advantages and disadvantages of opening up our economy to foreign companies and the world-market/international-markets? Do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages? Is it ‘the only way to go’?

41) Opening up our economy to the world-market/ international-markets may be good for some people in (COUNTRY) but bad for others. Do you think the state could – or should – do more to help those (COUNTRY) people who lose their jobs or businesses because of these changes? What? Or should people solve their own problems?

42) Who benefits most from opening-up our economy to the world-wide market? 

i. Ordinary people or businessmen and government officials?  

ii. Honest, hardworking people or criminals?  

iii. (COUNTRY) people or foreigners?

43) Do foreign companies and joint-ventures generally make a valuable contribution to the development of our economy? Or do they just exploit our people and resources for the benefit of foreigners?

44) Here in (COUNTRY) is it generally better to work for a foreign company or a (COUNTRY) company? Why? Which would you prefer to work for?

45) In matters of international trade, do you feel that big and powerful countries like the USA or the EU (European Union) act fairly? Or do you feel they use their power to fix the rules to favour themselves and to disadvantage less powerful countries like ours? 

46) Do you feel international trade organisations like the WTO (World Trade Organisation), the IMF (International Monetary Fund) and the World Bank act fairly?  Or do you feel they favour big and powerful countries like the USA or the EU (European Union)?

#6. “Anti-Globalisation” protests (10 minutes)

47) Have you heard of any such “anti-globalisation” protests here in (COUNTRY)?  Or in any other countries? Where? 

48) What is your attitude to such protests?  Are local people right to protest when international companies cause local problems?  Or do such anti-globalisation protests do more harm than good for ordinary people in countries like ours? Why?

49) Suppose an international company did not have safe working conditions in its factory, or paid very low and unfair wages. Would the workers be right to retaliate by doing as little work as possible? Or by doing their work badly? Or by stealing what they could from the factory? Or by damaging the company’s property or machinery? Or something else – what?

50) Suppose an international company was damaging or polluting the local environment. Would people who lived in the locality be right to retaliate by peaceful marches and demonstrations? Or by complaining to local officials and asking for their help? Or by damaging the company’s property or machinery? Or something else – what?

51) Who should have the right to protest if an international company is causing local problems? Only local people? Or (COUNTRY) people from outside the area? Or people from other countries as well?

52) Should foreign countries be permitted to restrict imports of goods from (COUNTRY) if they are produced by methods that pollute our environment or are a danger to our workers?  Or would that just be an excuse to exclude our exports?
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