Parent Information Sheets (for children with DCD)
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Perception and Motion Analysis (PuMA) Research Group
Department of Psychology, Social Work and Public Health

Headington Campus, Gipsy Lane, Oxford OX3 0BP 

Researchers: 

Prof. Anna Barnett Tel: 01865 483680; email: abarnett@brookes.ac.uk 

Dr. Kate Wilmut Tel: 01865 483781; email: k.wilmut@brookes.ac.uk
Dr. Vivienne Du Tel: 01865 484113; email:wdu@brookes.ac.uk 
Locomotor and Perceptual Abilities of Individuals with and without Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD)
Where the word “parent” is used, please read parent/guardian i.e. those who have parental responsibility, which may include a legal representative e.g. grandparent.
Parents and children are being invited to take part in this research study. Before you decide about this it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will mean for you and your child. Please take time to read the following information carefully. Talk to others about the study if you wish. Please ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you want more information. 
· What is the study about? 
Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD) is a condition characterized by a significant difficulty in the development of motor skill. It is reported to affect 2% of children in the UK and is known to continue into adulthood. 
The main aim of this study is to investigate the locomotor abilities of children and adults with and without DCD. The ability to locomote through the environment without falling or bumping into objects is a fundamental skill. Poorly controlled movements may impact on safe participation at school or work and in everyday activities. Little is understood about how these abilities develop and even less is known about how this goes wrong with individuals with DCD. This study is therefore concerned with how this skill develops and how well individuals with and without DCD can adapt their movement according to changes in the environment.
· Why is my child being asked to take part? 
You and your child have been asked to take part in this study because your child’s name appears on a database of children with DCD held by the DCD research group. We will be asking the families of approximately 15 children with DCD and 15 children without DCD aged 7-11 years to take part (both with normal or corrected-to-normal vision).
· Does my child have to take part? 

There is no obligation for your child to take part. If you do wish your child to participate, please indicate this by completing the attached consent form and return it to us when you come to take part. Even if you complete and return this form, you and your child is free to withdraw from the study at any time and without reason. 
· What would happen to my child if they take part? 
If your child takes part in this study he/she will need to be brought to the Gait Laboratory at the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre (NOC, OX3 7LD) at a suitable time outside the school hours (any Thursday or Friday after school or during school holidays). This gait laboratory contains a state-of-the-art movement analysis system which is owned by the [image: image3.emf]







NHS. However, the NHS has no involvement in this study and the lab is being hired out independently. If you decide to take part in the study you will need to visit the lab on two occasions, each lasting approx. 40-60 minutes. During each visit your child will be asked to look at some doorways and tell us how big they are. We will then ask your child to walk through these doorways while monitoring their movement using a video camera and a 3D motion capture system. We will attach small reflective markers to their body. These allow us to track movement as seen in the picture, and are attached to the skin using double-sided sticky tape (non-allergenic if necessary). So that these can be easily attached, your child will be asked to bring shorts and a vest top to wear (which we can provide if necessary). We ask that you return for a second visit, when your child will be asked to perform very similar walking tasks. We have split the study over two visits because we feel that it might be too tiring for children of this age to do it all in one.  
· What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
The information that we gain from this research will help us to better understand the locomotor and navigational ability of children with DCD. The assessments used in this study have been used in other studies with parents and children who have generally found them interesting. 
· What are the possible disadvantages of taking part? 
If your child takes part, you will need to set aside time to visit our laboratory at the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre. We will give you £10.00 to compensate for your time for each visit. We will also give you up to £10 for travel for each visit and cover your parking fees at the NOC for the time of your visit. 
· What will happen to the findings of this study? 
The data collected will be kept strictly confidential and securely stored at Oxford Brookes University for up to five years. All information collected will be retained in accordance with the University’s policy on Academic Integrity and will be destroyed when no longer needed. Video recordings will only be viewed by the immediate research team. Results of this study will contribute to an ongoing project, which are intended for publication. A summary of our findings will be available on our website at: 
http://www.psychology.brookes.ac.uk/research/perception-and-motion-analysis.
· Who has reviewed the study? 
It has been reviewed and ethical approval granted by the University Research Ethics Committee (UREC) at Oxford Brookes University. If you have any concerns about the conduct of this study then please contact the Chair of the UREC: ethics@brookes.ac.uk.
· What should I do if I agree for my child to take part?

To arrange an appointment, please get in touch with Dr. Vivienne Du by: 

Tel: 01865 484113; or email: wdu@brookes.ac.uk.

Please also complete the attached consent form and bring along at the time of your appointment. If you have any questions, please do get in touch. 
Thank you for taking time to read this information sheet.

Vivienne Du
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