Guide to online forum scripts

The online forum discussions were divided into 4 groups:

DRACO – made up of participants who had expressed a broadly anti-culling view in the initial Q Sort

ORION – made up of participants who had expressed a broadly pro-culling view in the initial Q Sort

PICTOR – made up of participants who were recruited to the discussion forum from the general public: ie, they had no known or declared connection with either farming or nature conservation/animal welfare.

TRIANGULUM – made up of some participants who had expressed a broadly anti-culling view in the initial Q Sort, and some who had expressed broadly pro-culling view.

The forum discussions took place over 5 days during one week. At the beginning of each day, a new question, the same across all groups, was presented to the participants to start off their discussion. After this, moderators made little or no intervention in the discussion.

For the discussions, participants were assigned a username to preserve their anonymity. 

Participants could make a new comment or reply to existing comments on each topic for one day. They could not go back to comment on previous discussions.
