Assuming Identities Online: Project Information Sheet
You are being invited to take part in a research study.  Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully. 
This project is an ESRC-funded collaboration between Prof. Tim Grant & Dr Nicci MacLeod (Centre for Forensic Linguistics, Aston University); Prof. Tom Sorell & Dr Christopher Nathan (Politics and International Studies, Warwick University); West Midlands Police; and 2LXG, a local company specialising in text analytics.
The aims of this part of the study are to assess:
· What linguistic analysis is necessary and sufficient to describe an online linguistic identity to the extent it could be successfully assumed by another individual?
· With what level of accuracy and confidence can individuals detect the substitution of one individual with another, and upon what criteria do they base these decisions?
Your involvement in the study will last no longer than 3 hours.
You will be asked to either 
a) disguise your identity and assume that of a specified individual within the context of an instant messaging conversation 

or
b) attempt to detect disguise in the instant messaging text of another.
More information on the tasks will be provided by the researcher.
Data collected from you will be anonymised and stored securely. Extracts from your anonymised data may be included in conference presentations and publications in   academic journals. 
You are free to withdraw from the project at any time. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you wish to withdraw, or require any further information about the project, please e-mail Dr Nicci MacLeod: n.macleod1@aston.ac.uk. 
This project has been approved by Aston University’s Ethics Committee.
If you have any concerns about the way in which the study has been conducted, you should contact the Secretary of the University Ethics Committee on j.g.walter@aston.ac.uk or telephone 0121 204 4869. 
