Assuming Identities Online: Experimental Phase
Role Descriptions

Interlocutor
If you are given the role of Interlocutor your job is very simple – be yourself! You should engage with the other person over Instant Messaging as you usually would. Feel free to use the list of topics that we have provided if you get stuck, but do not feel limited by this – we want you to engage in conversation as naturally as possible. At some point during your 15 minute chat the Impersonator with whom you have been paired may take over from you. At this point, you should complete the ‘Interlocutor switch log sheet’.

Impersonator
If you are given the role of Impersonator your job is to take over from your allocated Interlocutor at some point during their online chat. You may have no knowledge of their online style; some knowledge based on watching them type; or extensive knowledge based on reading through their historical chats (depending which test we are running). You should try and do as convincing an impression of your Interlocutor as you can in the circumstances. Impersonators who succeed in fooling their judges will be entered into a prize draw!
At the end of the chat please write “End of Chat” in the chat window.

Judge
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are given the role of Judge your job is to engage in online chat with your allocated Interlocutor. You should engage with the other person over Instant Messaging as you usually would. Feel free to use the list of topics that we have provided if you get stuck, but do not feel limited by this – we want you to engage in conversation as naturally as possible. At some point during your 15 minute chat you Interlocutor will be replaced by an Impersonator. After the chat has finished you should complete the form entitled Judge’s Response Form, indicating if/where you believe the switch occurred, how confident you are in this, and the criteria on which you have based your decision.
