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Participant Information Sheet
What is the purpose of this research ?
This research is a study of sugar production in Mpumalanga province. The purpose of the research is to find out how much benefit is gained by people working in sugar production in this area. The project researchers will be talking to a wide range of people working on sugar farms, in the sugar mills and in enterprises that provide services to sugar producers. We are particularly interested to understand the different conditions (including production costs and income generated) in sugar farms of different sizes. The project hopes to provide a picture of how different people benefit and what kinds of improvements will be of most use.

Why have I been chosen?
We have chosen you to take part in this research either because you own or manage a sugar farm or because we think the work you do is an important component in the production of sugar.  

What would I be asked to do if I took part?
If you agree to take part, you will be asked to do one, or both, of the following:

a) To answer a series of questions about the level of production and costs on the sugar farm you own or manage.
b) To be interviewed about how the farm is managed, how decisions are taken, and what kind of problems are currently being faced.

Both a) and b) above are expected to take no more than one hour each. If you require a break during the course of the interview, you should let the interviewer know, and the interview will be stopped until you are ready to continue. 

What happens to the information you provide?
The information you provide will be recorded in a computer and analysed along with the data from other people we interview. Your name will not be entered in the computer, and your name will not appear in any of the reports of this research. 

What happens if I do not want to take part or if I change my mind?
Your participation in this research is voluntary. If you do not want to take part or if you change your mind, you are free to say so at any time and you will be able to withdraw without any problem for yourself.

Where will the research be conducted?

The interviews will be conducted at the farm or in another location convenient to you.

Will the outcome of the research be published?

A copy of a report of the research will be supplied to all those who participated in it. In addition, you may attend a meeting in which the researchers will discuss the results of the study.
Contact for further information:
Philip Woodhouse
phil.woodhouse@manchester.ac.uk
Cellphone (South Africa): 0825318517  

(local contact): 0829709188
If there are any issues regarding this research that you would prefer not to discuss with members of the research team, please contact the Research Practice and Governance Co-ordinator:

· by either writing to 'The Research Practice and Governance Co-ordinator, Research Office, Christie Building, The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL', 

· by emailing: Research-Governance@manchester.ac.uk, 

· or by telephoning 0161 275 7583 or 275 8093.
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