Breach Study Interview Schedule: Sheriffs, Judges, JPs
Respondent Identifier:…………..    Case study area:…………………     Date………………
1. Can you tell me what your role is in respect of reviewing or breaching offenders involved in community-based disposals or throughcare?
2. Are there different types and degrees of compliance of CPOs and licence conditions?

Prompt: attendance v.  engagement).
3. Is one type of compliance more important than others in your assessment of whether or not to breach? Is this the case for all offenders? Prompt: attendance versus full engagement, gender, age, offence category, risk category.
4. What types of offender in your view are more prone to breach their order? Prompt: sexual versus violent offenders; substance misusers; young offenders; female offenders; long-term versus short-term released prisoners.
5. Are there, in your view, any differences in offenders’ levels and capacities to comply between the different forms and conditions of community-based disposal?

Prompt: deferred sentence, probation, community service, community payback, restriction of liberty orders, type and quality of unpaid work, type and quality of supervision etc.

6. Are there, in your view, any differences in offenders’ levels and capacities to comply between the different forms and conditions of post-release licences?

Prompt: parole, non-parole licence, supervised release orders.

7. What factors might affect an individual’s ability to comply or propensity to breach an order?

Prompt: Instrumental reasons i.e. fear / aversion to sanction; Normative reasons i.e. they feel they ought to; Other personal characteristics, social circumstances, type of offender, intensity of order, outstanding charges, history and experience of compliance, risk level, release from prison sentences, immediacy of outcome, relationship with worker, homelessness.
8. What factors do you take into account when assessing whether to breach or recall?

Prompt: level of risk, type of offence, age, gender, outstanding charges, Government policy, offender’s general circumstances, category of offender, the specific circumstances of the breach, cumulative effect of previous record of compliance, stage in order / licence, workload. Are there recurrent or general mitigating factors that might make you more lenient or aggravating factors that might make you stricter?
9. To what extent does the quality of social work breach reports impact on your decision as to the outcome of a breach?
10. Can you think of examples where you questioned an assessment, where an offender denied the grounds of breach; or where the social worker wanted the order to continue with no further action, or the social worker wanted the order terminated?

11. What is your tendency in terms of continuing orders or giving an alternative disposal for breach?

Prompt: custody versus other disposals versus no further action, electronic monitoring as an alternative to breach (i.e. restriction of movement requirements), increased hours.
12. Do you consider yourself to have a role in or responsibility to encourage compliance and in what ways?
Prompt: explore reasons for answer, and methods of encouragement, court reviews (and how regularly).
13. Overall, how effective do you think current policy and practice are in respect of breach of community-based orders and post-release licence conditions?

Prompt: removal of further offending as a reason for breach
14. How do you think current policy and practice might be enhanced to maximise compliance with the order and encourage desistance?
Prompt: separate out policy and practice; availability of better statistics on breach cases, calling breach cases in special courts, holding more review courts to manage offenders through orders without invoking breach procedures.
15. Are there any other things you think are important to mention about breach/compliance, or any questions you would like to ask me in respect of this study?

Thank you for your help.
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