Breach Study Interview Schedule: Offenders 
Participant’s ID:…………………………..
Case study area:………………………………..
Gender:                   M          F

Age:……………………………………………….

Current Order:………………………………………  Date……………………………………
Breacher/complier:………………………………

Thanks for agreeing to be interviewed. We’re not interested in what crimes you’ve committed, only about your views and experiences of keeping to the terms of your order. So, please don’t tell me about any specific offences, because if you do, I might have to pass that information on to your supervising officer.
1a. Can you tell me a bit about the order(s) you are on at the moment?
Prompt: Type of order (specific community disposal or type of post-custodial licence); length of order (start and finish dates); stage in order; any conditions attached to order.
1b. Have you been on a community-based order or post-release licence before this? 

Prompt: Details of previous orders, number of orders, experiences of breach and levels of compliance (go back a maximum of five years - since January 2008) 
1c. How does the current experience of compliance / breach compare to your previous experiences?

Prompt: How hard/easy were they to comply with? relationship with supervisor(s), community or post-custodial orders, length of order, number of conditions, nature and range of interventions/supports, timing or frequency of appointments, your own attitude to CJS/social work, your own circumstances.
[for rest of interview, focus on the most significant, recent order if more than one]

2. Can you tell me why you think you got this order? 
Prompt: To help you stop offending/ resettle in the community; to protect the public; to punish you; 
3. What kinds of things do you have to do as part of this order, and are you happy with that? 
Prompt: group or individual offence focused work; referrals to specialist agencies (i.e. substance misuse agencies, mental health, mentoring); family based work.
4. What kinds of help have you had from your social worker during this order and are you happy with that? 
Prompt: Help with benefits, housing, education, training or employment, personal problems;Have these helped or made it harder for you to give up crime? In what ways? 
5. What kinds of restrictions or rules, if any, have been imposed as part of this order? 
Prompt: EM; residence or other requirements; restrictions on activities or contacts. How have these helped or hindered you in giving up crime/protecting the public, etc. (refer back to answer to Q2)?
6. What more could have been done to help you during this order?
Prompt: What other kinds of supports or assistance do you think that you might have benefited from?
7. Do you think a) your views, b) your  behaviour or c) your circumstances have changed over the course of this order? If so, how much and in what way? Would this have happened anyway or  was this as a result of the order? 

Prompt:Ensure you ask a, b, c separately. Has it made any difference to your attitude towards offending – or perhaps towards other things i.e. how you see yourself, how you see other people; has it made any difference to your relationship with your family; your views of the criminal justice system, supervisor relationship, offending behaviour; changes in your general circumstances, mental health, benefits, housing, education, employment etc? 
8. Has anyone else noticed, and therefore commented, on these changes?
Prompt: parent, partner, child(ren), friends; supervising officer, sheriff.
9. How do you get on with your supervisor(s) (probation/police)?
Prompt: What makes a good / bad supervisor? What are the good /bad things about your supervisor? How might they improve the way they work with you? Do you think your views / opinions are heard and responded to, even when they are disagreed with?
10. What are the good and bad things about being on this order? 

Prompt: Type and number of conditions, relationship with worker, particular interventions, worries about slipping up; impact on life / social circumstances. 


11. What does ‘complying’ with this order mean to you?

Prompt: Explore whether understanding of compliance relates to the technical conditions of the order (i.e. conforming to the directions of the supervising officer or attending appointments) or the more substantive engagement with the purposes of the order (i.e. groupwork, taking action to give up crime, or avoid situations that might put you at risk of crime)
12. How easy or hard has it been to ‘comply’ with this order?

Prompt: What makes it easier / harder and why? Was there a particular stage or point when it was harder / easier to comply? i.e. beginning, middle or end, external circumstances i.e. benefits / mandatory work programmes that made it difficult to attend appointments or avoid offending? internal feelings about, i.e. timing of appointments, frequency of appointments, relationship with supervising officer.
13. Is it important to you that you comply with this order?  
Prompt: Explore motivations and understandings of the consequences of non-compliance. To avoid sanctions / access services / maintain relationships / reduce offending. If avoid sanctions – what is it about [sanction] or its impact that you are keen to avoid? Influence of others versus self-determination?

14. Do you think your motivation to comply has changed since you got this order?
Prompt: Explore reasons; impact of previous breaches and consequences; changed circumstances, experience of order / licence?
15. Looking back, do you think you knew what to expect when you got this order?
Prompt: To what extent does your experience of this order reflect your initial expectations about what it would be like to be on probation / community service/ parole licence etc? How has this influenced your motivation to comply over the course of the order?
16. Do you feel that the order and conditions are fair / reasonable / necessary / well explained?

Prompt: explore what is it about this particular order and / or which conditions make it/them fair / reasonable / necessary
17. Have you ever breached the order / been subject to recall and if yes, why?

Prompt: new offence / technical breach; did s/he consciously choose to breach; or did s/he knowingly breach but life/circumstances overrode consideration – in which case seek elaboration referring back to answer to Q13.
18. What was a) the process and b) the outcome? Tell me what happened.
Prompt: Were you given warnings that you could be breached and were you informed about the breach/recall procedures? Were you expecting to be breached? Do you understand why you were breached? Do you accept the reasons why you were breached a) in terms of what took place b) in terms of the purpose of the order? What was the timescale between being told you were being breached and the case going to court? What was the outcome of the breach? To what extent do you think that a) the decision to breach was fair b) the outcome was fair? 
19. How did those breach proceedings and the outcome affect you? 

Prompt: Refer to discussion in Q18 above. What impact has breach had on you/your life/ your social circumstances/ your attitude to the criminal justice system/social work/further interventions? Did you continue with the order after you were breached, and did the intervention/support change in any way after you were breached?
20. What could have been done a) by you and b) by your supervisor to make it easier for you to comply with this order? 

21. What might happen to make you break the conditions of your order/licence in the future?
22. What do you think makes it difficult for people to comply with their orders/licences?

Prompt: Offender personality traits, attitudes or social circumstances; types of order (EM, CPO, imprisonment), addictions, conditions etc.

23. If you were a social worker, what changes would you make to orders or licence conditions to help offenders comply with the conditions?

Prompt: CPOs, DTTOs, RLOs, etc.

Is there anything else you want to mention about compliance and breach that we haven’t talked about yet, or is there anything else you want to ask me about the research?

Thank you for your time.
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