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Introduction
We are talking to over 400 people in Scotland who have been on various orders of the court, such as Community Payback Orders, Probation, Parole and Non-Parole Licence, to ask them about their experiences and views of criminal justice social work supervision and how easy or difficult it is for them to keep to the terms of their orders.

The research team consists of Monica Barry, Kristina Moodie, Laura Piacentini and Beth Weaver, all researchers at the School of Law, the University of Strathclyde. We want to find out how and why people either comply with or breach community based orders or licence conditions. We want to speak to offenders, sheriffs, lawyers, social workers and others to try to understand the problems facing offenders on supervision and how best to make supervision  more meaningful and useful.

Why have you been invited to take part? 
We are interviewing people aged 18+ who have been subject to community-based orders, and who live in certain geographical areas in Scotland. We are particularly interested in community payback orders, supervised attendance orders, and parole and non-parole licence, and in speaking to offenders who have successfully completed orders as well as those who have breached them. 

If you are interested in taking part, we want to ask you about your experience on supervision, how you got on with your social worker, whether you thought the court order was easy or difficult, and what happened during the course of the order. If you were subject to breach proceedings, we are interested to know what you felt about it. The interview will only take about an hour, and we can meet you either in the social work office or at your home. If you are currently in prison, we can see you there in an agents visit room. 

Do you have to take part?
No, you don’t have to agree to take part, but your views and experiences of social work supervision may help the Government to make community-based disposals fairer and easier to comply with. But it is entirely up to you whether you agree to being interviewed or not. Your agreement, or not, to participate will not affect your current sentence or any breach proceedings. If you don’t want to answer any questions during the interview, or you want to withdraw from the interview completely or withdraw what you’ve said, that’s fine, just let me know.

What are the potential risks to you in taking part?
There are no risks to you taking part in this research, as your participation in the research will not affect your current or future involvement with the courts and your name will NOT be mentioned in the final report. Everything you say will be confidential, except if you tell us that you’ve committed a specific crime that hasn’t been solved yet, or that you or others are in danger of being harmed. 

What happens next?
If you agree to being interviewed and don’t mind the interview being recorded, please sign the attached consent form. You can return this form in the pre-paid envelope provided directly to the University or give it to your Social Worker or Wing Officer. We will then contact you by phone or letter within the next few weeks to arrange a suitable time to meet for the interview.

Researcher Contact Details:
The main researcher is Monica Barry, Senior Research Fellow, University of Strathclyde. If you want to ring Monica about the research, her number is 0141 548 2745.  If you want to clarify anything about the research with someone at the University other than Monica, please contact:

Helen Baigrie, The Secretary to the University Ethics Committee
Research & Knowledge Exchange Services
University of Strathclyde
Graham Hills Building
50 George Street
Glasgow
G1 1QE
Telephone: 0141 548 3707
Email: ethics@strath.ac.uk

Thank you for reading this information – please ask Monica or the worker who gave you this information sheet if you have any questions or are unsure about what is written here. 



Participant Consent Form					Client ID No………………
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[bookmark: _GoBack]I confirm that I have read and understood the information sheet and the researcher has answered any questions.

I understand that I don’t have to take part and I am free to withdraw from the research at any time without having to give a reason and without it affecting my involvement with the courts.
 
I understand that any information I give at interview will remain confidential (except where I or others are in danger of being harmed) and that I will not be identifiable in any final report.

· I agree to being interviewed for this research.				Yes    No 

· I consent to the interview being tape recorded.				Yes    No 

· I agree that the researchers can look through my case file.			Yes    No 

· I agree that the researchers can share anonymised information 
from my interview  with other researchers.					Yes    No 





Name: ……………………………………………………… 			Date:………………………..


Signature: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Contact address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………….


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


Tel. No……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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The University of Strathclyde is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, number SC015263
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