Interview topic guide
Arrival: decision to migrate, choice of place, migration path

How did you decide to migrate? 

Why Britain, and Bristol?

Did anyone help you along?
Work: search for job, work conditions and interactions
Can you tell me how you found a job in Bristol?

Did you find it hard to get it? 

Did anyone help you along?

Are you happy with the conditions, pay, work hours?
How do you get on with your colleagues, boss etc.? (Probe for nationality)
Do you help each other at work?
Do you meet your colleagues outside work as well? Why/why not?
Are there any positive/negative aspects you can tell me about?
If it does not come up:
Do you think Romanians/East Europeans are more disadvantaged when trying to get a job? Are they treated differently?
Accommodation: search for accommodation, neighbourhood, interaction with landlord and flatmates
Can you tell me how you found accommodation in Bristol? 
Did you find it hard to get it?

Did anyone help you along?

Did you use agencies? Why/why not?

And what about the area where you live, are you happy about it? 
Did you choose it or how did you get to live there?
How do you get on with your housemates? (Probe for nationality)
How about the landlord? (Probe for nationality)
Are you happy with the conditions? [compared to home?]
Have you shared a flat before, what is your experience?
Are there any positive/negative aspects about your house/ neighbourhood that you can tell me about?
Officialdom: settlement, getting paperwork, use of public services
Can you take me through how you’ve settled in Bristol?
How did you get information about paperwork, bank account, health system etc.?
Did you find it easy to sort out these practicalities?
Did anyone help you along or what strategies did you use?

How about you work permit? What it easy to get?

How do you generally find public services here? i.e. Immigration institutions, NHS, schools, banks. Positives/negatives
Adaptation and future plans: general adaptation, social integration, return/settlement prospects
How have you adapted to living in Britain?

Have you found it easy to make friends here? Why/ why not?

Do you miss home? What do you miss from home?

What are your future plans?

Would you like to live in Britain permanently? Why/ why not?
Image [for Romanian sample]: Romanians’ image abroad, media coverage

Are you familiar with media representations of Romanians abroad?

How do you feel about it?

How about confusions of Romanians with Roma? Have you come across such conflations?
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