· What is Conservatism to you and why were you first attracted to it?

· When I asked what Conservatism means to you, I tend to think of there being two big themes in Conservatism.  One is the economic approach, which is broadly speaking free market, and one of them is social morality, where the emphasis has been traditional, conservatism with a small c, if you like. Do these issues dimensions resonate at all for you?

· What are the different streams or strands that you would identify in the contemporary Conservative Party?

· What kind of a Conservative do you see David Cameron as?

· Do you feel that policy-making power is still as top-down as it used to be in the party or if other actors have a greater influence now

· Do you think that groups like the Conservative Women’s Organisation have the ear of the leader?  Do they have much influence on policy formulation processes?

· One of the first things that David Cameron said when he was elected was that women were scandalously under-represented in the parliamentary party.  He’s set the tone of trying to make the party seen as a more woman-friendly and a more family-friendly party.  Do you actually perceive that happening?

· Around 9% of the parliamentary party consists of women now.  Do you think it actually matters substantively that only 9% of the party are women?

· Do you think that the relative failure to select women as candidates has been down primarily in the past to selectorates and their perceptions, prejudices, or do you think it’s more down to the relative lack of supply of women coming forward as candidates?

· Looking at the question of women’s representation in Parliament it is notable that David Cameron has introduced various candidate-selection reforms in order to address the problem (while rejecting others such as all-women’s shortlists).  What do you think about these  initiatives?  Have they been a good thing?  Do you think they have been effective?

· Do you think in any sense women do politics differently to men?

· Do you think that the Party needs to adapt its issue agenda and policies to attract more women voters?  

· Do you think that this kind of shift towards a concern with the women’s agenda and women’ representation is a source of any kind of tension within the party or has it been fairly easily embraced?

· Is there anything else that you think we should cover in this discussion?

