INFERTILITY, NEW REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES

AND BRITISH PAKISTANI MUSLIMS

INFORMATION SHEET FOR PROSPECTIVE PHASE TWO PARTICIPANTS
What is the project about?

A team from Durham University is undertaking a research project into the ways that infertility impacts on the lives of British Pakistanis living in Teesside, and in particular how people respond to new treatments that are becoming available to tackle the problem of infertility [for example, IVF].  A better understanding of how British Pakistanis in Teesside think about and respond to these treatments will help to inform health practitioners in their day to day practice and will benefit patients, practitioners and the wider community in the future.

Why have I/we been chosen to be part of this study?
We have already spent the past year talking to British Pakistani people living in Teesside about attitudes to family life and children.  Now we want to talk in greater depth with some people who have direct and personal experience of fertility problems.  This includes people who are currently undergoing, or have recently received, treatment.  It also includes people who are not able to have children (or as many children as they would like), but who are thinking about having treatment.  It is important for us to talk to people in your position, in order to understand how fertility problems might have affected your life and how you have felt about treatment.

If I agree to participate, what will this mean for me?

We should make it clear at the outset that participation in this project is entirely voluntary.  It is up to you whether you want to be part of this study or not, and your decision will not affect your treatment in any way.  Furthermore, you may decide at any time that you no longer wish to be involved in the study: you do not have to give a reason, and there will be no negative consequences for you if you decide to stop at any time.

If you do decide to take part in the study, we will arrange to meet you and set up an informal interview.  You can decide where and when you want to be interviewed.  For example, you may wish to be interviewed in your home, or at a community centre.  The interview can be held in the language of your choice (English, Urdu or Punjabi).  The main researcher, Ms. Mwenza Blell, who will conduct most of the interviews, is a woman.  However, if you would prefer to be interviewed by a man, this can also be arranged.  

The interview will last between thirty minutes to one hour.  In the interview, you will be asked to describe the difficulties you have had conceiving and the effects that this has had on you and your family.  It is entirely up to you how much you choose to share with us.  If there are any questions that you do not wish to answer, or if you don’t want to go into detail on some issues, the interviewer will respect your wishes.  

In order to make sure that we have an accurate record of the interview, we prefer to use a tape-recorder.  However, once again, this is up to you.  At the start of the interview, we will ask you whether you are happy for a tape recorder to be used.  If you would prefer not to be taped, we will take notes by hand instead.  At the end of the interview, we will ask you again whether you are happy for us to use what you have told us in our study, or whether there are things that you would prefer us to remove from the record of the interview.
Everything you say in the interview will be entirely confidential to the research team.  We will not disclose anything you have said to anyone else, and will not even tell anyone else that you have participated in the study.  Before the findings from the study are made public, we will remove your name and any other identifying information.  In other words, no one will be able to identify you from the study, or even know that you have taken part, unless you wish this.

What happens after this first interview is again up to you.  If you would prefer that to be the end of your involvement, that is fine.  If you want to continue to participate in the study, we would like to interview you later in the course of the year (at your convenience), to see how things have progressed for you in the course of your treatment.  Of course, we will always seek your permission for any of these further stages of involvement, and you will always be at liberty to say no, or to withdraw from the study entirely.

At the end of the study, we will write reports for policy-makers and will also publish key findings in academic journals, so that the results of our study reach a wide audience.  If you agree, transcripts of your interviews will be made available to other researchers through a data archive.  Of course, these interviews will be fully “anonymised”, that is, your name and all other identifying information will be removed before data is placed in the archive.  At the end of the project we will ask you whether you are happy for your interviews to be used in this way.  If you would prefer for them not to go into the archives, we will of course respect your wishes.

Whom can I contact?

If you have any further questions about the study and what your involvement might mean, please contact:

Dr. Mwenza Blell: researcher
Department of Anthropology, 

Dawson Building, South Road, Durham DH1 3LE. 

Tel: 07766 381805; E-mail: M.T.Blell@durham.ac.uk
The investigators on the project are:

Professor Bob Simpson: project co-ordinator

Department of Anthropology, 

Dawson Building, South Road, Durham DH1 3LE.

Tel: 0191 3341619; email: Robert.Simpson@durham.ac.uk
Dr. Kate Hampshire: co-investigator

Department of Anthropology, 

Dawson Building, South Road, Durham DH1 3LE.

Tel: 0191 3343313; email: K.R.Hampshire@durham.ac.uk
