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Treating Infertility Problems: A Research Project which Explores Service Provision for Pakistani Muslims 
We are research team from Durham University undertaking a research project to understand how infertility impacts on the lives of British Pakistanis, and how people respond to the new ways of addressing reproductive problems [such as IVF].  The project is funded by the main funder of social science resarch in the UK, the Economic and Social Research Council.
Why?

· Infertility affects all communities in Britain, but British South Asians may have relatively high risks of infertility, linked with insulin resistance.

· Infertility may be particularly problematic for British Pakistanis, because of the stigma of childlessness.

· A better understanding of how British Pakistanis think about and respond to infertility will help to inform health practitioners and others, to enable treatments to be delivered more effectively.  
Where?
· We will be working with Pakistani Muslims in the UK.

· We will also be working closely with health services and other relevant local agencies.

How?

· We hope to interview individuals and couples with direct, personal  experience of infertility, including those who are currently seeking or undergoing fertility treatment, and those who might have done so in the past.
· During the study, we will also interview community and religious leaders, health professionals and staff from other relevant agencies.

· Community and stakeholder involvement in the project is important, and will be achieved through a series of workshops.

Who?
· We are a group of researchers in Anthropology at Durham University:

· Dr. Bob Simpson (principal investigator)

· Dr. Kate Hampshire (co-investigator)

· Dr. Mwenza Blell (researcher)

· To find out more about the project, and how you could become involved, you can contact us as follows:

Mwenza Blell, Department of Anthropology, Dawson Building, South Road, Durham DH1 3LE.

E-mail:  M.T.Blell@durham.ac.uk    Telephone:  07766 381805
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