ROUGH INTERVIEW GUIDES
A) WOMEN WITH CHILDREN AND OF REPRODUCTIVE AGE
I. Current reproductive and marital status
1. Establish numbers of children / pregnancies and ages of children:

· How many children have you got?

· What ages / sex?

· Do they all live with you?  (If not, where, why, etc.)

· Try to ascertain whether there were any other pregnancies (i.e. miscarriages, abortions, stillbirths, children who have died)

· Try to establish (during course of interview) whether all children are from the same partnership.

2. Check whether the informant has any other children in her care.

· Details and explanations…

3. Check the informant’s marital status (including cohabitation), and ascertain whether there have been any previous marriages.

II. Life story, focusing on reproduction
1. Own childhood:

· Family set-up, who you lived with, numbers of brothers and sisters.

· As a child / adolescent, did you already have an idea about how many children you wanted, when you wanted to have them, etc.? 

· Background about where you lived, education, etc.

2. Forming a partnership:

· Ask about their current marriage / partnership: when they got married / formed the partnership; who their partner is; how the marriage came about; their role in choosing a partner and organising the marriage; feelings about the marriage; any conflicts with family over partner choice…

· How much did your life change when you got married (or formed a partnership)?  In what ways?  How did you feel about this?

· Ascertain whether there were any significant previous partnerships and details of these as much as possible.

· What were you own thoughts / plans about having children when you got married (or formed partnership)?  I.e. When, how many, etc…?
· When did you first discuss childbearing with your partner / spouse, and what were his ideas in relation to yours?

3. Thinking about starting a family:

· When did you first begin to think about starting a family?

· Did you have a to make an explicit decision about when to start a family, or was it just taken to granted?

· With whom did you discuss any ideas / plans about starting a family?  How did these discussions work?

· Was anyone else involved in any way in the decision about when to start a family in any way?  (for example, dropping hints)  Details…

· Did the experiences of other people influence your own thinking about starting a family?  (e.g. family, friends, work colleagues, celebrities / media figures, etc.…)

· Did anyone try to put pressure on you about when you should start a family?  Details and what happened… 

· Were there mixed feelings about starting a family?  

· Were there any reasons for you wanting to delay starting a family?

· How did you think that becoming a parent might affect other aspects of your life? (e.g. education, work, social life)?

· Were you ever worried at this time that you might not be able to have children, or that you might have difficulties having children when you wanted to?  If so, describe these anxieties.  Did they have any impact on when you though you should try to have children?

· At that time, did you have clear ideas about the number of children you wanted to have?  (And maybe sex composition)

4. Trying to get pregnant for the first time:

· How easy was it to get pregnant for the first time?

· If there was a gap between wanting to start a family and being able to do so, how did it feel?  

· Relationships with others during this waiting period, and how they might have been affected by the fact you were trying for a family but not yet pregnant?

5. Being pregnant for the first time:

· How did you feel when you were pregnant for the first time?

· What did you expect parenthood to be like?  Anxieties / fears?  Things you were looking forward to?

· Did people respond to you differently when you were pregnant compared with before?

· How did this make you feel?

6. Birth of first child:

· How did you feel when your first child was born?

· How did this compare with your expectations?

· How did having a child (boy / girl) affect your relationships with others (spouse, family, friends, others)?  Why?

7. What after the first pregnancy / childbirth?

· Did you have clear ideas about the number of children you wanted to have?  (and whether boys / girls / mixture?)

· Had you ideas about how many children to have and when changed since before you had your first child? 

· Did you think about how long to leave it before trying for a second child?  If so, what were your thoughts on this?

· Did you have any anxieties at this time about whether you would be able to have more children, or about how long it might take to have another child?

· Was your thinking about when to start trying for a second child influenced by such anxieties?

8. Go through the rest of the reproductive career, birth by birth, asking similar questions.

III. Reflections on own reproductive career
1. Over your lifetime, have your ideas about how many children to have and when to have them changed, or have they remained the same?  Explain…

2. Have you ever experienced difficulties in becoming pregnant / having a child?  Details...  Feelings…  How have any such difficulties affected your feelings about having children?
3. Have you ever had any worries about difficulties in becoming pregnant / having a child?  Details…  Feelings…  How have these affected yiur feelings / ideas about having children?

IV. Background information
1. Ensure that you have established the following personal info:

· Gender, age (approx), family situation, employment, education, religious affiliation, case, etc.
B) CHILDLESS INFORMANTS OF REPRODUCTIVE AGE
I. Current reproductive and marital status
1. Check the informant’s marital status (including cohabitation), and ascertain whether there have been any previous marriages.

2. Check whether the informant has ever had any pregnancies.

3. Check whether the informant has every had any children in her care.

II. Life story, focusing on reproduction
2. Own childhood:

· Family set-up, who you lived with, numbers of brothers and sisters.

· As a child / adolescent, did you already have an idea about how many children you wanted, when you wanted to have them, etc.? 

· Background about where you lived, education, etc.

3. If current married / in partnership: Forming a partnership 

· Ask about their current marriage / partnership: when they got married / formed the partnership; who their partner is; how the marriage came about; their role in choosing a partner and organising the marriage; feelings about the marriage; any conflicts with family over partner choice…

· How much did your life change when you got married (or formed a partnership)?  In what ways?  How did you feel about this?

· Ascertain whether there were any significant previous partnerships and details of these as much as possible.

· What were you own thoughts / plans about having children when you got married (or formed partnership)?  I.e. When, how many, etc…?

· When did you first discuss childbearing with your partner / spouse, and what were his ideas in relation to yours?

4. If not currently married / in partnership:

· Where / with whom does the informant live?

· Try to ascertain why the informant is not currently in a partnership.

· Does informant want / intend / plan to get married / establish a partnership?

· General thoughts about marriage / partnership options and feelings about these.

5. Ideas / hopes / plans for having children:
N.B. The questions appropriate here will vary from person to person: those given here are an example:

· Reasons for not having had children.

· Hopes for having children in the future?  If so, how many when, sex composition?

· Whether or not these plans are likely to come to fruition, and what that depends on?

· If infertility is an issue, more details including whether medical advice or treatment has been sought?

· If something else is an issue (e.g. lack of suitable partner, lack of money or other resources, lack of family support), etc. discuss these and their impact.

· If it is that the informant hasn’t yet wanted to have children, discuss this.

III. Background information
6. Ensure that you have established the following personal info:

· Gender, age (approx), family situation, employment, education, religious affiliation, case, etc.
3) YOUNG, CHILDLESS, UNMARRIED INFORMANTS (I.E. THOSE BELOW THE AGE AT WHICH THEY MIGHT BE EXPECTED TO HAVE HAD CHILDREN)
I. Current reproductive and marital status
1. Check the informant’s marital status (including cohabitation), and ascertain whether there have been any previous marriages.

2. Check whether the informant has ever had any pregnancies.

3. Check whether the informant has every had any children in her care.

II. Life story, focusing on reproduction
1. Own childhood:

· Family set-up, who you lived with, numbers of brothers and sisters.

· As a child, did you already have an idea about how many children you wanted, when you wanted to have them, etc.? 

· Background about where you lived, education, etc.

2. Current situation:

· In education, employment, etc.?

3. Plans for the future: education and employment

· Future plans for education and employment?

· Thoughts about marriage / partnership formation?

· How does your family feel about your thoughts / plans for future education or employment?

4. Plans for the future: marriage

· What are your ideas / hopes / plans for marriage (or partnership?)

· Has your marriage already been planned?  (Details…)

· Thoughts about the sort of marriage you would like (e.g. arranged/love; kind of person you want to marry?

· Family’s feelings about you getting married?

· Influence of anyone else on you getting married?

· How do you think your life would change if / when you get married?

· Would getting married have impacts on other things in your life (e.g. work, education, leisure…) and how do you feel about these possible impacts?

5. Plans for the future: having children:

· Have you thought yet about whether or not you would like to have children at some point?

· If so, what are your current thoughts?  (Where to have children, when, how many, ideal sex composition, etc.)
· What kinds of things might affect whether your current ideas / plans about having children actually happen?
· To what extent do you think the decision about whether / when to have children will be up to you, and to what extent will others be involved or make the decision for you (e.g. partner, family)?

· How might having children change other aspects of your life (i.e. work, educational opportunities, leisure, socializing, etc.)?  How do you feel about this?

· Would you ever consider delaying having children after marriage, in order, for example, to allow you to do other things first?  Details…

· Would you ever consider not having children at all?  Details…

· Have you ever considered the possibility that you might not be able to have children?  If so, thoughts and feelings about this?

· Would anxieties about not being able to have children ever affect your plans about when to start trying to start a family?

IV. Background information
7. Ensure that you have established the following personal info:

· Gender, age (approx), family situation, employment, education, religious affiliation, case, etc.
4) GENERAL QUESTIONS, THAT CAN BE ASKED OF ANY INFORNANT, OR IN A FOCUS GROUP
Reproductive ideals and practice
1. How important is it for a woman to become a mother?  And how important is it for a man to become a father?

2. What is the ideal time for couples to have children once they are married? 

3. Is there an ideal number of children that a couple should aim for in the course of their married life?
· What are the implications of having different numbers of children?  (i.e. this ideal number, more, fewer)

· Does the sex of the children matter, in terms of ideal family size?

· Do different people’s ideal numbers of children differ?  If so, why?

· Is it acceptable for people to decide not to have children at all?

· Is it acceptable for people to decide only to have one child?
4. Is there an ideal gap between children?

· What are the implications of different gaps?  (i.e. what happens if the age gap between siblings is very short / very long, etc.?)

· Does the sex of the children have an impact on spacing of births?

5. [Develop a conversation with the respondent, comparing any stated ideals with their actual experience, and discussing reasons for any discrepancies]

Planning families
1. Should Moslem couples use contraceptive methods in order to plan their families? 

2. Do you think there are any circumstances under which a man [vasectomy] or a woman [tubal ligation] should consider sterilization? 

3. Do you think there are any circumstance under which termination of pregnancy might be a legitimate option ? 

4. Do you thing there are ways in which traditional ways of organising family life are being altered by the demands of contemporary life in the UK. 

5. Do you think the younger generation are postponing pregnancy? 

Infertility and associated problems
1. What do you think are the main difficulties facing couples who experience problems conceiving?

2. Tell me why producing a child is so important for a Pakistani Moslem couple? 

3. Does being without a child have social consequences for a Pakistani Moslem couple?  What are these?
4. How does the experience of infertility impact upon men/ women? 
5. How does the experience of not having children impact on people at different stages of their lives?  (i.e. young adults, older, very old)?  Does this differ between men and women?

6. What about if a person has only sons or only daughters?  Does this have an impact on their lives?  (Differences between men and women and at different stages in the life course?)

7. How might people cope with not having children (or - if apt - not having children of one sex)?

· How does this differ between men and women, and at different stages in people’s lives?

· Any stories / examples?

8. Do people who have children ever experience some of these problems too, for other reasons?  Explain…

Responses and treatments for infertility
1. What treatment are available to people who experience infertility [list] 

2. Do you think that couples should use IVF [specifying using the couple’s eggs and sperm]?  Do you see any particular problems for couples who do use IVF in this way?

3. What are your views on the practice of freezing eggs/sperms for future use? 

4. Should childless couples think about using donated eggs/sperms? 

5. What are your views on men (a) divorcing and re-marrying; (b) taking second (additional) wives when there is difficulty producing a child? 

6. Is there a difference between women and men in marrying again? 

7. Do you think adoption is a legitimate option for couples experiencing infertility? 

8. Should childless couples think about fostering when experiencing infertility? 
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