INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

GET: Social Values Project
INTRODUCTION

Thanks:  Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study.

Name:  My name is Shawn Harmon and I’m a legal researcher at the University of Edinburgh working at INNOGEN and SCRIPT.

Project:  As you will know from the material previously sent, this project is about the regulation of stem cells in Argentina.  Basically, I’m interested in the process that is undertaken in adopting regulation, the issues you feel are raised by SCR and what moral or social values you feel are important in this particular field of biotechnology.

Recording:  With your permission I will record our conversation.  This is for purposes of accuracy and later analysis.  Everything you say will be confidential and, in any subsequent publications arising from the analysis in which quotes might be used, no participant will be named or specifically attributed.  Do I have your permission to proceed on this basis?

Consent Form: I have a new form here for signature.  Any questions about the form?
RESPONDENT DETAILS

1.
What is your name?

2.
What is your current position?  (How would your like your expertise to be identified?)

3.
With what institution are you currently associated?
4.
Tell me about your current duties/functions  (Research?  Advisor?  Legislator?)

SCIENTIFIC SETTING

5.
Are you now or have you ever been involved in human reproductive research?  (Foetal research?  Adult SCR?  ESCR?)

6.
Tell me what the hSCR (adult and embryonic) situation is in Argentina at the moment?  (Scientific activity?  Known projects?)
7.
Are you aware of any specific statements or guidelines outlining permissible and non-permissible conduct in relation to hSCs?

8.
As far as you are aware, what are the costs and benefits of hSCR (adult / embryonic)?  (Financial?  Social?)

9.
What sort of experiences have you had in talking to others about hSCR?  (Peers?  Friends?  Family?  Other groups?)

10.
How influential do you feel scientists have been in guiding the direction of hSCR?  (Church?  Patient groups?  Companies?  Other groups?)

11.
How do you see events worldwide influencing hSCR in Argentina?

12.
What would you like to see happen in hSCR in Argentina?  (and in medical research more generally?)

EXISTING REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

13.
Are you aware of any specific binding or non-binding regulation of hSCR in Argentina?

14.
Has this always been the situation?  Any recent changes?

15.
Are you aware of any current or upcoming efforts to erect hSC regulation in Argentina?

16.
Do you know who is involved in that process?  (Names?  Institutions?)

17.
Are you aware of any specific (social/moral) debates or position documents concerning hSCR that have been undertaken in Argentina?  (that have shaped the current situation or are shaping the evolving situation?)
18.
Have you specifically participated in any policy debates or made any representations to legislators?  (When?  To whom?  Formal or informal?)

OBJECTIVES FOR REGULATION IN STEM CELL SCIENCE
19.
In your opinion, what is the appropriate role of law in science?

20.
What do you think are the key issues for policy-makers to address?

21.
What do you think SCR regulation should try to achieve?

22.
Do you feel there is a need to regulate hSCR in Argentina?  (What makes you say that?)

23.
Do you believe it is important to obtain hSCs from all possible sources? Why?
24.
Do you believe that it is essential to bank hSCs and make them available for all researchers? Why?

25.
Do you think it is important to address commercial issues such as patent protection into hSCR regulation? Why?

26.
How do you think regulation should deal with new or emerging technologies?  (Hybrids?)

27.
In your opinion, what are the most important elements of “good governance” of SCR?  Why?
28.
The UK situation is one where SCR was first implied and then explicitly inserted into the existing reproductive health regime – do you think the UK model is of value to Argentina?  (What elements do you think are particularly helpful / unhelpful?)

29.
Are you aware of any international instruments that are relevant to SCR?  (If so, do you think that international instruments are helpful?  Do you they (should) guide or constrain what Argentina does?)

CORE VALUES / ROLE OF ETHICS

30. 
In your opinion, what is the role of moral theory or moral thinking; how would you define morality?
31.
What do you think should be the fount of moral values or where do you think moral values come from?  (Natural law? Socially constructed? Individual? Church?)

32.
Do you think there are any particular moral values/principles that are implicated by hSCR?  (What are they?)

33.
Which values/principles do you think are most important? (Which ones help shape your views on SCR and the appropriate limits of SCR?)

34.
Do you think that a law on hSCR should accommodate these values?  (Should it have a moral element?)  How?
35.
Which values should it adopt?  (How should policymakers choose or rank them?)

36.
Do you have a moral position on the sourcing hSCs, banking SCs, patenting SCs?

37.
Do you think that moral opinions should be permitted to stop science from going in a particular direction,?  (How might it do so?)

38.
Do you think that science has had an influence on the limits of what we think is moral?  Explain?

CLOSING

38. 
Do you see any similarities between the SCR regulatory process that is unfolding and that which took place for transgenic animals or crops?  Any common moral issues?

39.
Do you have any (regular) direct contacts or communications with other stakeholders such as INCUCAI, ANMAT, Stem Cell Commission, patient groups, UBA academics? (Formal? When?  What topic/issue?)

40.
Do you receive or monitor the information reported in the popular media about stem cell research?  (How?  Systemitised?  What influence on what you do?)

41.
Is there anything that I’ve missed that you would like to add or comment on?

42.
Are there any other stakeholders you think I should interview?

