Questions for Russian Visit

1. Russian Discourses and Approaches to Islam
Historical Evolution
What positive/negative legacies does the Tsarist approach to Islam have for contemporary Russian Islam (for example, on issues like waqf, sharia, state-religious relations, political participation of Muslims, jadidist modernist movements)?

· How much a genuine fusion and living together; or always leading separate lives.

· Memories of repression; memories of harmonious co-existence?

How was Islam conceptualised during the Soviet period and does this continue to influence current approaches/discourses?

· What was the traditional Marxist/Orientalist conceptualisation

· How was the distinction between ‘popular’ and ‘official’ Islam defined?

· How was the relationship between ethnicity and religion defined (i.e ethnic Muslims)?

· What was the role of the DUMs during the Soviet period?

· To what extent was salafist movement emerging during the Soviet period?

What was the approach to radical Islam during the Yeltsin period?

· To what extent did the early Kozyrev period bring a strongly anti-Western orientation? How did this affect 

· What changes did Primakov bring? How significant was his distinction between ‘fundamentalist’ and ‘extremist’ Islam? What do the Tajik and North Caucasus cases demonstrate?

What has been the approach during the Putin period?

· How has radical Islam been defined? Have their been shifts from first to second administration (and with shifts in the situation in Chechnya)

· To what extent does Putin’s statement that he was not against wahhabism per se a recent insight or not? How far is this reflected elsewhere in the state apparatus?

Radicalism, moderation and radicalisation
How is the distinction between radical and moderate/traditional made in the context of Islam in Russia?

· What is meant by traditional Russian Islam? How much does this relate to the idea of an ethnic marker i.e defence for ethnic autonomy and separation?

· What is meant by radical/extremist Islam?

· Is there a hard and fast distinction between the two? What are the key points of division? 

· Are there differences in academic approaches which mirror the debates on a  more popular level (ie the orientalist as against the sociological approaches in Western scholarship)? 

· Figures like Ignatenko, Silantyev, Landa, Malashenko, Naumkin…etc

What are the roots of radical Islam in Russia/FSU?

· How much emerging during Soviet period?

· How much internally driven and by what factors?

· For example, the intra-Muslim fragmentation; ignorance; reaction against complicity of official clergy; attempt to strengthen Muslim practices


· How much externally driven and by what factors?

· Role of Islamic charities; non-interest of traditional Imams.

What is the role and significance of various radical (or pseudo-radical figures?

· Gaidar Djemal

· Najiulla Ashirov

· Abdel Niyazov

· Vyachislav-Ali Polosin

Key Issues between State and Muslim Communities
What is the appropriate relationship between the secular Russian state and Russia’s Muslim communities?

· What role can/should Shari’ a play in the Russian legal system?

· What does this mean in practical terms cf polygamy?

· How is this defensible in a secular state?

· What role can the resurrection of the waqf system play?

· To what extent should the state directly support/subsidise educational and other parts of Muslim religious life? 

What are the major internal issues to be decided within Russia’s Muslim communities?

· The appropriate and theologically sound nature of representation

· The role of the spiritual directorates/Muftiates. How can they be considered legitimate?

· The possibility of a Council of Ulema

· How the Muftis should be elected and/or appointed? What is the relationship between all-Russian leaders and republican leaders?

· What educational requirements are necessary for Imams?

· Teaching of theology in universities.

· To what extent should there be Muslim political representation?

· What are the main sources of authority in the Muslim world

· Madhhabs

· Modernist thinkers

· New Muslims like Yusuf al-Qaradawi and Tariq Ramadan.

Orthodox-Muslim Relations
Are there key differences in Russian Orthodox and Russian Muslim conceptualisations of the nature and substance of the Russian state?

· To what extent does the ROC subscribe to the concept of Russia as an orthodox country and that Muslims are a minority? Or is there is recognition that Muslims are co-constructors of the Russian state?

· To what extent is such a conceptualisation present in official state discourse cf ‘sovereign democracy’ and ‘unique civilisation’?

· To what extent does the ROC subscribe to the neo-Eurasianist ideology and, if so, how does it conceptualise Russia’s place in this?

· What are the main sources of tension and conflict from the ROC side?

· State providing privileges to the Muslim communities (sharia law, financial support)?

· Extremism, including the radical statements and disunity of the Muslim hierarchy

· The difficulties of inter-religious dialogue

· Recent converts (such as Polosin)

· What are the main sources of tension and conflicts from the Muslim side?

· Difficulties of building mosques

· Privileges being granted to the ROC. For example, the principles of Orthodox culture; the role in the military; 

· Really not interested in inter-religious dialogue and people like Silantyev seek to discredit the Muslim leadership. ROC finds it easier to engage in dialogue with Iranian Mullahs.

· Failure to accord equality to Muslims. Perception of Muslims as a potentially threatening minority. 

· How do various figures in ROC and Russian Islam conceptualise their inter-relationship?

· Kyrill

· Gainutdin

· Tadjuddin

2. Dagestan
How important is the ‘mountain problem’ i.e continuing migration from the mountain regions to the plains?

How strong remains the desire for ethno-national territorial separation?

· Or how much was this a particular feature of the early 1990s?

What political and religio-political influences on Dagestan come from beyond Dagestan’s border, particularly from Dagestani diaspora communities (or those living abroad)?

· Chechnya

· Moscow

· Astrakhan

Economic
How poor is Dagestan relative to the rest of the North Caucasus and to the rest of Russia?

· Is there good and reliable information on this?

How dependent is Dagestan on federal subsidies?

· Has the dependence been declining?

· Have these subsidies been more generous during the Putin period?

What are the principal sources of the economy?

· How much is related to the black economy?

Politics
What have been the main impacts of the dissolution of the 1994 constitution?

· Has there been a decline in the importance of ethnicity in the political distribution of power?

· Is there a sense of loss in terms of democratic development?

What have been the main effect of the replacement of Mogamedov by Aliyev?

· Is Aliyev viewed to be less corrupt and/or more efficient?

· Is he better or less able to deal with ethnic difference?

· How does one account for the continuing seemingly politically-related violence? 

· Is there now the perception/reality of Avar domination of the political system? If so, How do other ethno-national groups react?
How has the relationship between the federal centre and the republic changed over time?

· Would be correct to say that Dmitry Kozak was relatively more effective and knowledgeable?

How is it best to understand Dagestani politics?

How can one best understand the causes of the relatively high levels of violence in Dagestan?

Religion
What is the social and political influence of the DUMD and the followers of Said-effendi Chirkeiskii?

· What are the main sources of opposition to DUMD/Said-effendi?

To what extent is religion increasingly influencing the politics of Dagestan ?

· Is there a dynamic of islamization of society? (shariat, alcohol, marriage..etc)

What is the nature of the debate between secularism and religion in Dagestan?

· Shariat and Russian law

· Education

· Morals and ethical behaviour

· Religiosity of political leaders

To what extent is shari’a law seen to be compatible with a secular state?

What is the world-view of Said-effendi Chirkeiskii?

· How representative is he of the sufi traditions in Dagestan?

What are the relations between the DUMD and other broader regional and all-Russian Muslim organisations? 

· Coordinating Centre for Muslims of the North Caucasus

· Soviet muftiev

· TsDum

· How much influence does Dagestani Islam exert on the rest of Russia?

Radicalization
Why/what are the roots of youth Muslim radicalisation?

How much does the perceived intolerance of ‘official Islam’ – DUMD and followers of Said-effendi – affect the dynamics of radicalisation?

To what extent is a lack of pluralistic tolerance which creates the conditions for radicalisation rather than socio-economic conditions?

To what extent is radicalisations fuelled by the repressive actions of the security forces?

How mush is this dynamic linked to inter-clan politics?

3. Middle East and the Muslim World
General
What were the main characteristics of Russia’s policies towards the Middle East and the Muslim world during the 1990s and the Yeltsin period?

· During the period of Kozyrev?

· During the period of  Primakov?

· How much did Primakov re-establish a distinctive Russian strategy towards the Middle East?

What have been the main characteristics of the policies adopted by Putin?

· How did the ‘war on terror’ affect relations?

· How did the second Chechen war?

· To what extent have relations been transformed and/or changed?

· Has there been much change from the first to the second administration?

How much have the deterioration with the West contributed to the improvement of relations with the Middle East/Muslim world?

· What has been the impact of the Iraq war on Russian-Middle East relations?

What were the factors behind creating ‘Russya al-yawm’ and how effective has this been perceived to be?

· How much economic and political effort is being expended on improving the image of Russia in the Muslim world?

Domestic
How important are good relations with the Middle East and the Muslim world for Russian domestic politics and relations with its own Muslim communities? 
How much was the need to insulate Russia from Muslim criticisms of its operations in Chechnya a factor in the shifting Russian foreign policy?

· How was the issue of  Islamic charities from the Middle East and their activities in Russia dealt with?

· Has this closer relationship been part of a domestic counter-radicalisation policy?

How important is observer status of the Organisation of Islamic Conference for Russia’s domestic Muslim audience?

Has support for Hamas and Hizbullah a domestic rationale as well?

What role do the official Muslim institutions play in Russian foreign policy towards the Middle East/ Muslim world?

How much does the idea of Russia as Eurasian power contribute to improving relations with the Middle East?

Economic
How important is the Middle East in economic terms for Russia? Which countries are the most important in terms of overall trade?

How has the Middle East fitted into the ambitions for Russia to be an energy superpower?

· Relationship with Saudi Arabia

· Relations with other gas producers cf Algeria, Qatar, Oman…etc

· The pipelines issues

· Gas OPEC

How important is the region in terms of the Russian arms trade?

How important is the nuclear power trade in the Middle East important for Russia?  Is this limited just to Iran?

Political
How important is the political and strategic relationship with Iran for Russia?

How important is the political and strategic relationship with Syria for Russia?

How has the relationship with Israel developed?

· How important for counter-terrorism cooperation?

· How much does the Russian Jewish population in Israel influence Israeli-Russian relations?

· How does Russian policies towards Iran, Syria, Hizbullah and Hamas affect relations with Israel?

· What is the current state of Russian-Israeli relations?

