Contact letter for parents
Dear [name]
In the past you have taken part in the Living in [Britain/Wales/Scotland] survey. Many thanks for this; the information that you and others gave has been very useful. 
We are now writing to inform you about an important new research project about children’s experience of growing up. The research is about how children experienced family life at different ages, from the perspective of young people, looking back over their lives.  On this occasion, we do not want to interview you but wanted you to know that we will be writing to one or more of your children soon to ask for an informal interview in the next few months.  They will receive a £10 gift voucher as a thank-you for taking part.
This research is being carried out by Sarah Taylor at the University of Oxford, and is independent of the Living in Britain team, but is being conducted with our co-operation. Professor Robert Walker from the University of Oxford is overseeing the project.
We very much hope that you will be able to help with this research. If your child(ren) has left home since we last contacted you, we would be very grateful if you could pass on their letter or phone the Freephone number below to give us their new address and telephone details.  If we already have a new address for them we will be writing to that address.
Sarah Taylor from Oxford will be telephoning your son or daughter soon to arrange an appointment with them for an interview. The interviews are strictly confidential and no personal details will be given to anyone else. The information you previously provided to us will be used in conjunction with the interviews to build a broader picture of their childhood experience.  The data will be used for academic research only and you or members of your family cannot be identified.
So we can ensure our records are accurate, please check the enclosed slip and if any of your details have changed, correct these and return it to us using the Freepost envelope enclosed.  You do not need a stamp.
If you have any queries about the research, please call Sandra Jones at the University of Essex on Freephone 0800 252 853 or write to the Freepost address above.
Yours sincerely,
Dr Heather Laurie
Living in Britain
University of Essex

Contact letter for young people
Dear [name]
In the past your family have taken part in the Living in [Britain/Wales/Scotland] survey. You may also have done a short questionnaire for us. Many thanks for this; the information has been very useful. 
We are now writing to ask you for help with an important new research project about your childhood experiences.  The research is about your childhood at different ages, from your own perspective, looking back over your life so far. You will receive a £10 gift voucher as thanks for taking part.
This research is being carried out by Sarah Taylor at the University of Oxford, and is independent of the Living in Britain team, but is being conducted with our co-operation. Professor Robert Walker from the University of Oxford is overseeing the project.
We very much hope that you will be able to help with this research.  Sarah Taylor from Oxford will be telephoning you soon to discuss your possible participation. If you agree to take part, she will arrange an appointment with you for an interview. The interview will take approximately an hour, in your home, college or place of work, depending on what is most convenient for you.  The interview will be more like a conversation than a questionnaire. 
The data are strictly confidential and no personal details will be given to anyone else. The information collected in earlier years on the survey will be used in conjunction with the interviews to build a broader picture of your childhood experience.  The data will be used for academic research only and you or members of your family cannot be identified.
So we can contact you by telephone, could you please make sure we have the correct number for you.  You can call the Freephone number below to let us know of any changes.  Can you also check the enclosed slip and if any of your details have changed, correct these and return it to us using the Freepost envelope enclosed.  You do not need a stamp. 
If you have any queries about the research, please call Sandra Jones on Freephone 0800 252 853 or write to the Freepost address above.
Yours sincerely,
Dr Heather Laurie
Living in Britain
University of Essex

