Information sources

1. Open source resources

1.1. The Free Software Foundation – http://www.fsf.org  
The Free Software Foundation maintains a free software catalogue that currently contains 4,200 packages (checked on August 8th, 2005). Each entry provides:
· Description

· Homepage

· Current version

· Release date

· License type: GNU GPL, LGPL, LPPL, Public Domain, 2-clause/3-clause BSD-style license, X11-style license
· Link to source package

· Source language

· List of maintainers

· List of developers

· List of contributors

Contacts:

· info@fsf.org: general questions

1.2. GNU Project – http://www.gnu.org
The GNU project provides software development services at no cost through Savannah for both GNU (http://www.savannah.gnu.org) and non-GNU projects (http://savannah.nongnu.org). Savannah is hosting 295 official GNU software and 2096 non-gnu software as last checked on August 8th, 2005. Each entry provides:
· Description
· Membership info

· Registration date

· License type

· Development status: no formal definition of this stages available
· 0 – Undefined:

· 1 – Planning: no code 
· 2 – Pre-Alpha: feature incomplete
· 3 – Alpha: feature complete but sometimes partly functional, likely unstable
· 4 – Beta: feature complete and full functional but still in the testing cycle
· 5 – Production/Stable:

· 6 – Mature: been out for a while, have several releases
· Latest news (posted date)

1.3. FreshMeat – http://www.freshmeat.net
FreshMeat is one of the largest indexes of UNIX and cross-platform software which are preferably released under an open source license. The FreshMeat collection currently includes 38,179 projects (checked on August 9th, 2005). Each entry contains:

· Description
· Member list
· Homepage
· Download link
· Environment
· Intended audience: Advanced End Users, Developers, End Users, Other Audience, Quality Engineers, System Administrators.
· License type
· Compatible operating system(s) 
· Programming language(s)
· Topic
· Users’ rating
· Popularity score: ((record hits + URL hits) * (subscriptions + 1))^(1/2)
· Vitality score: (announcements * age) / (last_announcement) 
1.4. SourceForge – http://www.sourceforge.net 

SourgeForge is one of the largest open source development web sites, hosting more than 100,000 projects. Each project entry provides: 
· Description
· developer list
· registration date
· development status
· intended audience
· license type
· compatible operating system(s)
· programming language(s)
· topic
· translations
· activity percentile
· web traffic for last 1 week, 2 months, 1 year, and all time
2. Shareware repositories

2.1. C/NET Downloads – http://www.download.com 

Download.com from C/net offers the definitive online directory of downloadable shareware and freeware. 
Each software entry provides:

· Description

· Date added

· License

· Publisher

· Requirements

· Price

· No. of downloads

· Editor’s review & rating

· User reviews & ratings

· Screenshots

2.2. Tucows - http://www.tucows.com 
Tucows made a name for itself early in the development of the Internet for being the first to provide software on a freeware or shareware basis. Now they offer 30,000 software titles through their network of more than 1000 partner sites worldwide, giving it's users fast local downloads. 

Each entry provides:
· Description

· Tucows rating: based on Usability, Help, Document & Support, Program Enhancements, and Overall Evaluation (http://www.tucows.com/about/rating) 
· Popularity

· Publisher

· License

· Price

· Version

· Release date

· Screenshot

2.3. Zdnet Downloads - http://downloads-zdnet.com.com 

Zdnet Downloads offer a comprehensive, searchable directory of software available for download, along with user ratings and reviews. 

Each entry provides:

· Description

· Publisher

· Date added

· License: free/shareware

· Uninstall include
d?

· Screenshots

· No. of downloads

· User reviews and ratings

