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Consent to Participate in Research

Formulation & Non-formulation of Security Concerns in the Life Sciences
Introduction and Purpose 

My name is Samuel A. W. Evans.  I am a researcher at the University of California, Berkeley’s Center for Science, Technology, Medicine, & Society.  I would like to invite you to take part in my research study, which analyzes the formulation and non-formulation of security concerns in the life sciences, and in particular, within the synthetic biology community.

Procedures

If you agree to participate in my research, I will conduct an interview with you at a time and location of your choice.  The interview will involve questions about how you and the organizations you are part of decide what aspects of synthetic biology do and do not count as a security concern.  It should last about one hour. With your permission, I will audiotape and take notes during the interview.  The recording is to accurately record the information you provide, and will be used for transcription purposes only.  If you choose not to be audiotaped, I will take notes instead.  If you agree to being audiotaped but feel uncomfortable at any time during the interview, I can turn off the recorder at your request.  Or if you don't wish to continue, you can stop the interview at any time. 
I expect to conduct only one interview; however, follow-ups may be needed for added clarification.  If so, I will contact you by mail/phone to request this.
Benefits

There is no direct benefit to you from taking part in this study.  It is hoped that the research will help both the synthetic biology community and those that govern it by providing an assessment of the way security concerns are constructed, ignored, and otherwise addressed within synthetic biology.
Risks/Discomforts
Some of the research questions may make you uncomfortable or upset.  You are free to decline to answer any questions you don't wish to, or to stop the interview at any time. As with all research, there is a chance that confidentiality could be compromised; however, we are taking precautions to minimize this risk.
Confidentiality
Your study data will be handled as confidentially as possible.  If results of this study are published or presented, individual names and other personally identifiable information will not be used unless you give explicit permission for this below.

To minimize the risks to confidentiality, we will maintain our audio files on an encrypted system for up to two years, for use only by me. Transcriptions will be appropriately anonymized. Only in cases of clarification will un-anonymized data be accessed.  If data is shared between the collaborators of the project, this will only be done with appropriately anonymized transcripts.
It is the intention of the project to make the maximum amount of data available for secondary reanalysis by others.  As such, transcripts will be archived with the UK’s Economic and Social Research Council’s Data Service subject to the agreement of interviews.  The datasets assembled could provide a significant resource for others working on the substantive and methodological issues addressed through this project.  Please tick here [  ] to indicate you do not wish the transcript to be deposited.
Compensation

You will not be paid for taking part in this study.

Rights

Participation in research is completely voluntary.  You are free to decline to take part in the project.  You can decline to answer any questions and are free to stop taking part in the project at any time.  Whether or not you choose to participate in the research and whether or not you choose to answer a question or continue participating in the project, there will be no penalty to you or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.
Questions

If you have any questions about this research, please feel free to contact me.  I can be reached at +1 510.859.3014 or Samuel.evans@berkeley.edu.

If you have any questions about your rights or treatment as a research participant in this study, please contact the University of California at Berkeley’s Committee for Protection of Human Subjects at 510-642-7461, or e-mail subjects@berkeley.edu. 
************************************************************
Anonymity

Interview data will be held and used in publications and presentation on a basis of your choosing.  Please indicate if you would prefer:

[  ] Open disclosure: Name and organization affiliation given

[  ] Partial anonymity: No mention of your name, but we will refer to the organizations of which you are a member. 

[  ] Full anonymity: No name or organization specified 

[  ] Other (please specify):……………………………………………………………………
CONSENT

You will be given a copy of this consent form to keep for your own records.
If you wish to participate in this study, please sign and date below.

_____________________________
Participant's Name (please print)
_____________________________
_______________
Participant's Signature
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