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BR	It’s better to discuss it and then you can...

I	I don’t know if you want to go more sort of thematically or...

CG	No, no, carry on.

I	Whether there is something, a particular direction... OK. Anyway what happened was, this was after Basson was indicted, I received this large package from Texas, sent by a chap called [Adam] and he was a very curious character, sort of wild-haired biker look kind of thing, and he’d been a former French Legionnaire so he claimed, and claimed that the moment he’d seen Basson in the news, he remembered seeing him in Southern Rhodesia in 1978 at the Buffalo Range Forward Airfield – the Forward Airfield, a staging base for the attacks against the insurgents – and he was a parachute jump instructor there and essentially what had happened is, he’d been approached one day by a curious collection of people including some Rhodesian SAS, some Selous Scouts, and mostly the people he actually knew by name,  Rhodesia being a fairly small military site type community. And one of the chaps with them was a bloke who worked for – I think it was called, and I stand to be corrected, I can look it up in my text, but I think it was called Christian Action which was known to be a CIA front and this guy was known to be CIA. And basically what they appeared to have done is, they’d captured a bunch of guerrillas, dressed them up in some Selous Scouts uniforms, doped them up, and the idea was they were going to dump them over Mozambique on parachutes, presumably because of the importance of a Selous Scout drop into Frelimo territory. Themselves, their buddies, presumably, they would be injured or killed or whatever, but whether alive or dead, their persons, their documentation etc would be passed along the intelligence chain of Frelimo and it seemed to be an attempt to poison that intelligence chain biologically. I can give you more detail on that but that was one element to Basson’s involvement. The story checked out as far as it was possible to check it out. I got one of my most treasured death threats out of that story too, and that was from the SAS, saying basically if you reveal the names of these guys we will not be held responsible for what might happen, type of thing, you know? And they were still active. One guy was in Afghanistan, the other guy was in Sierra Leone.

CG	They can’t be young any more.

I	No, this was obviously 2005. No, obviously they weren’t but you know, a lot of that lengthy bush war experience is still very sought after, that private military company role, as they politely put it!

CG	I mean, the implication is that Basson had some involvement in this operation.

I	Yeah, that he was directly involved, that he was witnessed in fact doping these unconscious guerrillas and that in other words, there was a direct relationship between Project Coast and biochemical programmes in Rhodesia, that also had an impact clearly on neighbouring states, or at least in this case, Mozambique. So that’s clearly a missing part of the puzzle.

CG	So, I mean, that kind of brings us around to – and I think we can pick up on the missing part of the puzzle, Southern Africa as a missing part of the puzzle, quite a lot in our conversation but I am interested particularly in why you want to investigate Dual more.

I	OK, well, Dual – it’s for a similar reason, in a way. In part I am hoping that what it will do is it will lay the groundwork for a future unravelling of what I call this pact of forgetting in the region, OK? And essentially what I am doing is, I am looking at the precedents being set in countries in particular in the southern cone of Latin America, relating to Operation Condor. And what’s happened there is firstly, precisely because Condor was a multinational operation, there were crimes committed, gross human rights violations, disappearances, massacres, tortures, etc, committed across various borders and the people who were the victims were not necessarily citizens of that country. They were often in exile, running away from the regime in the neighbouring country. Also, because of the different jurisdictions, not everybody covered their tracks up as well as the next, so in 19… correction again, it was quite late actually, I think – 1995, several terror archives were found in a rural police station outside of Asunción in Paraguay, that detailed a hell of a lot of these operations but transnationally, OK? And on that basis, a lot of prosecutions have started to arise. Now the situation is that for instance in Uruguay, there is a blanket amnesty, OK, but the former dictator, Juan María Bordaberry and his foreign minister, were both given life terms for crimes committed in Argentina and I think we have a similar situation here in Southern Africa in that you have a series of crimes that were committed transnationally, you have a blanket amnesty as in South West Africa as it was at the time. But these crimes involved people from South Africa, from Angola, that actual murders if you will took place outside territorial waters, and so I think that there is a loose thread there, that can be pulled at until this thing unravels. That’s my long-term strategy with this.

CG	So you want to see prosecutions from this?

I	What I really want to see is some form of transformative justice really for the families involved, more than anything else, not so much a vindictive, prosecutorial process although that might be part of it, because  a lot of the people are actually dead now. But the knowledge is important. With Dual, we don’t have a single victim named, which is crazy. We are talking about approximately 200 people. At least in places like Argentina the disappeared are named and known. But I think what’s operating in the region at the moment is a bit of a quid pro quo where SWAPO has its own skeletons in the closet, they don’t want to know about this. When I investigated for instance the Foreign Legion thing with Wouter Basson, I naturally approached the Zimbabwean authorities and the military authorities and said, ‘Look, these are your guys, who got murdered. Help me out here,’ and there was a resounding silence.

CG	Well, I mean, you found the same  curious silence  after the alleged BZ or whatever chemical test that happened in Southern Mozambique in 1992, that was thought to be South Africa trying our BZ on Frelimo soldiers. And there was a whole lot of investigations, international investigations.

I	That Dutch doctor. Is that ...

CG	[Steve], yes. Well, there were various investigations carried out but when the Truth Commission was trying to investigate that, the Mozambiquan authorities just did not... it was curious because these were Frelimo soldiers that died but they just didn’t want to cooperate at all. We just couldn’t get them to agree to release mortuary records or anything.

I	Anything like that. It is a very curious circumstance and I think a lot of this does mean that we are going to require the political will to arise, or you know, the victims’ families as in the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo to sort of organise as a political force, and say, ‘Listen, we actually do want to know about it.’

CG	How are you going to... I am curious because it is so... there are no names, there’s no leads. It seems almost impossible to start identifying victims.

I	I have set myself quite a task, I must say!  

CG	Is there a list of missing SWAPO POWs or something like that, Michael?

I	This is what I am trying to establish through my contacts in Namibia. I’ve got a friend who comes from an old SWAPO family, but SWAPO is very monolithic in some respects. It’s not as fragmented as the ANC is and you know, everyone tends to follow the line very sweetly so it kind of depends on that. 

CG	They’d... I would imagine they would have had records of POWs.

I	They should have.

CG	I mean in the military archives, I wonder if there would be anything...

I	Yeah, this is... these questions are all entirely open because I don’t know if anybody has ever tried to get access to that type of information. 

CG	You could try PAIA?

I	Yeah, that’s obviously one approach as far as that’s concerned. I think part of the difficulty with Dual is that this was a Special Forces base, and the Special Forces are very close-knit. I do have contacts within the Special Forces I am hoping will assist me.

CG	And you have got those people who testified at the trial.

I	You’ve got those who testified at the trial. There was Daniel Phaal, who didn’t testify at the trial.

CG	He did!

I	Oh did he?

CG	He did, he did testify at the trial, yeah.

I	See, this is the difficult of not consistently being dedicated to that trial.

CG	You’ve got the daily transcripts.

I	I don’t.

CG	I mean not the transcripts but you know we did a daily report on the... so that is on the ISS website so then you will be able to find the day on which he testified so you will be able to then pull those records.

I	Yeah, that will be very useful.

CG	I’ll send that to you.

I	No, I mean his role was clearly quite key, the former Selous Scout pilot, Mr K as well.

CG	And Johan Theron as well.

I	Of course. Him in particular I would love to interview just as a standalone because he is such a fascinating character.

CG	And you should get to him quickly because I don’t think he is terribly healthy so I think you should try and...

I	Yeah, well you know, this is the problem of course, and when it came to the whole chain of command thing of course, they blamed…

CG	Blamed the dead man!

I	Yeah, of course! So the dead-man switch: guy falls off the train and the train stops,  you know? So...

CG	So if you were to... to what extent did you cover the revelations by Project Coast, either through the trial or the TRC?

I	The TRC I covered very sort of tangentially because it tended to be the political beat and I always did other stuff! So I did some of the TRC but really primarily around some of the death squads and I think that’s really because I’d had Goldstone Commission experience previously. I really came out of a court reporting kind of background originally so yeah, when the TRC was in Durban I sat in on it because I was on the Durban Bureau of The Sunday Times at that point. So I didn’t really cover Coast at that point and Coast really fell into my purview when I was up in Johannesburg and Basson got indicted. So that’s when it really started to come together and as I say, you know, I didn’t unfortunately cover it like Marlene did. I wasn’t detailed to sit in on it and hence you miss a lot of the context but it’s the usual Sunday paper thing, you know, you’ve got to try and find a unique angle that everybody else isn’t covering, which is great in some respects but it does break up your holistic understanding of the thing. It can give you some great insights like the Southern Rhodesian thing and all the rest but it does mean that my understanding of the totality is patchy.

CG	I mean, perhaps some reflections on the way in which the media has covered Project Coast and Basson over the past few years?

I	Well, obviously the ‘Dr Death’ appellation came really early in the thing and there’s a pair of cartoons of him as a twisted little child playing at this chemistry set!  So there was a kind of cartoonish aspect to it, I think, right from the outset.

CG	The ridiculous, Walter Mitty...

I	And there were complete Walter Mitty elements of the programme, you know, this whole, ‘Let’s try and develop a poison that only poisons black people,’ kind of thing, and the baboon and all these sorts of things. There were Keystone Cops elements to it, and you know, the very manner in which he was initially arrested for Ecstasy, sort of tripping into a small stream in some low-rent park! It was really, you know... but of course the moment he got into court, he was really kind of master of his own domain there. The guy is a consummate charmer and he painted this whole 007, daring-do picture of himself, an international man of mystery, you know! And I think that also sort of got a whole bunch of press as well. People were curious about all of that and I think they were in some respect distracted by the bling of that from the objectives of the programme. I did an interview with the forensic auditor who’d...

CG	Hennie Bruwer?

I	Yeah, the chap from Leeudoringstad. He pieced together this international network of front companies and all that kind of thing and it was his job to kind of chase the money. What I guess I was trying to do at that point was what I do more of nowadays, is to try and look at the structure of things so by the time I.... when I was a bit more of an experienced journalist I came round to the Shaik Trials and I was looking at the structure of Nkobi Holdings and was kind of not trying to get distracted by the bling, you know?  And from that point I think he did successfully manage to, certainly in terms of the media representation, what was going on, throw people off the scent but as I said, what I was trying to do was come up with a better structural understanding of how all those things fitted together and it was pretty complex, especially when a lot of it was really smoke and mirrors in the first place, and you weren’t quite sure whether anything was in fact set up for the purpose for which it was described and paid for!

CG	I remember trying to do a spider diagram of all the front companies and it became this kind of massive poster and Marlene – I was working with Marlene at the time – and Marlene said to me, ‘I think this is a sign of madness, if you carry on with this I don’t know if we will be able to carry on together!’ It became so insane, it just became completely out of control. You couldn’t make... it didn’t help to make sense of it by creating a spider diagram of it because it was so vast. 

I	Well, I think a lot of these type of things, they rule by chaos. You know, there’s the old misapprehension of the Nazi state as being this massively efficient machine but in fact, it was ruled by chaos, you know, Hitler playing off one faction of the SS against another and the Party against the Army against the conservative industrialists again. And I think we had an element of that in this country as well, also because there’s the whole element of plausible deniability, that the bosses wanted to say ‘we don’t really want to know’.

CG	Do you think that there was...

I	And it was in fact chaotic.

CG	One of the things that has been said about Project Coast by some people inside of it was that it’s curious that this programme wasn’t run like other military programmes or projects are, well-structured, organised, well-planned kind of... you have a plan and outcome that you want to achieve and you go about doing it in a clean kind of manner. That this was somehow an oddity. Would you say that Coast in that respect was an oddity or do you think that there were other parts of the military that were subject to the same kind of loose control?

I	Well, I think the most obvious one was of course highly unofficial and this was the trade in ivory.

CG	OK.

I	So the Kumleben Commission and you know, OK, that was a bit of a whitewash but I think we got a pretty good idea of what happened there now and a substantial portion of it is detailed in Julian Rademeyer’s book, ‘Killing for Profit’, on the rhino trade. But yeah, I mean, there is another example where basically... I think what happens when the military essentially knows that it’s venturing into illegal territory, then they start fudging things! And the traditional lines of authority get suborned and traditional accountability gets fogged. 

BR	To come back on Basson as a... because one of the things I  suppose we are still kind of struggling with is what role he would have in any kind of account that comes out of this work or the work that Chandré would be doing will be doing and how much focus on him as an individual, how much of that is a kind of distraction away from a lot of the other people that were involved or whatever, the structures in place, and I suppose in terms of the media representation, is there a sense that there is a desire to focus on individuals and personalities?

I	Very, very definitely.

BR	So how is that... I guess we are trying to figure out how to tell a different kind of story about what’s happening and maybe that’s a less individualised story, I don’t know. We are not sure about that but would you have any kind of reflections on what hasn’t been told because of the focus on him as an individual?

I	I think the focus on him as an individual is obvious because of the guy’s charisma and because of his position, but of course for instance he wasn’t the only head of Project Coast. And a very curious character in the whole mix is Neïl Knobel the Surgeon-General, or former Surgeon-General, who I’d known as a young reporter actually from my Durban days when he was sitting in as the presiding officer on the Health Professions Council’s proceedings against doctors who’d slept with their patients and all this kind of thing. And that was very useful because, because of that connection, I managed to get an in with Knobel and chat, you know, to his wife and all the rest before the trial. So clearly there’s other personalities in the mix and with the clear question being around ethics. I mean, here’s a guy who was in charge of medical ethics in the country, with civilian doctors as well as military doctors, who was running a biological warfare programme, a chemical and biological warfare programme. So he’s a very curious character although we now know that he underwent a triple bypass in 2008 so he is probably also a little fragile right now. 

CG	He should be much better by now!

I	After having been with someone like Basson, really, he was on the witness list to testify against Basson, as I guess a hostile witness, but nevertheless was Basson’s boss so in many respects should have been in that seat rather than Basson, or alongside Basson. And you know, his consulting surgeon on his triple bypass was Basson! So there are certainly other people in the mix.

BR	Sorry.

I	So we don’t have to go to the dead man, we don’t have to go to Fritz Loots and I forget who is higher up the food chain.

CG	Kat Liebenberg.

I	Kat Liebenberg but then Groenewald is still around. 

CG	Tienie Groenewald?

I	Yeah, so you know, there were people higher up the food chain that they could have gone after but they clearly didn’t. They went after the middle man for... sometimes that works as a strategy because that’s the person sort of at the centre of the web, in a way. They are the operations person at which everything conjoins which is often much more important in terms of prosecution because you are dealing with somebody who is at the junction between translating those higher-up orders into action. And so it’s not necessarily foolish for them to have gone after him but to have gone after him exclusively is a little strange. And that prosecutorial choice obviously then influenced the way the media saw things as well. There was a little bit of a focus obviously on the victims, Frank Chikane – I suppose he was a victim because he got all itchy and scratchy! And unintended victims like Pallo Jordan and so forth.

CG	But then there were people who died like Gibson Mondlane and I don’t think Piet Ntuli died but his car door was poisoned. One of the things that is of interest to us as well is just how few of the victims, even those that have been named, have become the subject of any media report investigations, speak to the family kind of stuff.

I	True. What about their own guys? What about Victor de Fonseca who was poisoned, you know?

CG	Precisely. And Christopher whose surname we still don’t know.

I	OK, Christopher?

CG	He was a black soldier who was also a security risk in some way and was then killed in the same way.

I	There was somebody killed in Dukuduku, hey?

CG	Those were 3 men but we don’t even know whether they were ANC members or soldiers or Askaris. We don’t know who they are. We don’t know their identity.

I	But as you say, even those who were identified, there was no attempt to find the de Fonseca’s family or...

CG	And the de Fonseca’s family has been, even though it came out that he was poisoned, murdered, they were silent. They haven’t chosen to make themselves heard.

I	Well look, they might not be in the country any more but chances are they are and they should be easy enough to find but yeah, there's been no real attempt, nobody has tried that.

CG	Yeah. So Basson is distraction, I suppose?

I	Yes, and clearly he was – I don’t know, one sort of wonders. His very intelligence and charm and all the rest, one wonders whether it wasn’t also a strategy on the part of the defence to say, well, you know, let’s let him sort of work his wiles and what was very interesting to me – I gate-crashed his victory party and what was very interesting to me was to know who was at the victory party! 

CG	Who was it?

I	Well, his wife and his daughter by his first wife. [Franz] was the only person of colour. He’d arranged the press conference at which Basson had excelled himself by saying that the prosecution could have bought x number, 5 million, ARV treatments and all this sort of thing! And of course his legal teams, Adolf Malan and, what’s his name?

CG	Jaap Cilliers?

I	Jaap Cilliers – I nearly got my Cilliers confused – and whose portraits were on the placemats.
CG	Oh really?!

I	Yes! And I will just check my notes but I think [Greg] was there as well.

CG	He was in court. He did come to court. I think that Knobel came to court there as well, and there were a number of high-ranking military people at court on that day that he was acquitted.

I	See, and this again, I don’t think people... I think he was essentially being congratulated by those higher up the food chain.

CG	You didn’t dump us in trouble.

I	No – ‘You successfully sheltered us, so thanks!’  

CG	Precisely because Basson is so articulate and good at turning media interviews his way, I think that there probably are... I’ve seen a number of interviews, particularly with younger journalists, that have been conducted, that he just completely ties the journalist up in knots but the question would be, if you were to interview Basson, or if you were to be speaking to young journalists, what do you think are some of the questions that he should be asked at this point, or do you think we have finished with him and there are others that we need to be speaking to now?

I	Well, there are definitely others to be speaking to because, as I say, the Health Professions Council thing gives us ground for then going to Knobel, ‘Excuse me, bit of an ethical problem with you too, don’t you think?’!

CG	But then what about Kobus Bothma who was responsible for the Dukuduku 3 and Erasmus in Canada?

I	And there’s all this, Erasmus as well, there’s all the Delta-G guys and...

CG	They aren’t medical doctors.

I	No, no, sure, but there are still questions to be asked. They were scientists, they have supposed ethic codes, ethical codes, that they subscribe to as well, etc, at Roodeplaat Research Laboratories, and Delta-G, and, you know, there are many further lines of enquiry now that an ethical principle has been established. 

CG	Do you think that’s going to leave to more reporting or do you think it’s just going to be a blip?

I	I think it’s going to fade out, to be honest. Everyone is so interested in, I don’t know why, the lower intestines of the ANC!

CG	Well, it’s an election year!

I	We all know by now that they are going to rule till Jesus comes back so I don’t know why we bothered! Which faction it’s going to be is irrelevant! No, it’s just one of my pet gripes, you know, that people aren’t focusing on what actually is going on in the country. It’s ‘he said, she said’ endlessly, but anyway... yeah, unfortunately I think this is seen as very much a part of South Africa’s past.

BR	So what about... we are wondering about a kind of parallel here which is interesting with the Council ruling. The government here have never said that there’s been an offensive chemical/biological weapons programme. That’s been denied.

CG	The ANC has but not the government.

BR	The ANC but not the government, for 20 years or whatever, something along these lines, but now you’ve got the ethical ruling, you’ve got Basson who is at least submitted himself to this. He may disagree with the outcome but he’s at least said he’s going along with the process. So on the one hand you’ve got some acknowledgement and some engagement but at a government level, you have none because officially, South Africa has never acknowledged that such a programme existed.

I	Yeah, there are some curious continuities between of course the Apartheid and Democratic states and one of them is this tendency obviously to security and we know there was a whole sort of attempt to reconstruct elements of the securocrat state through reupholstering or dusting off old legislation such as National Key Points or deploying new legislation such as the Secrecy Act but when you look at the nuclear programme, you saw that when the ANC was in opposition, it was incredibly shrill around South Africa’s hinted-at, alluded-to, possession of nukes. The moment it came into power, even though the nuclear programme was shut down, access to information around the programme completely shut down and not just the programme, but when there was a... several people had been prosecuted for proliferation of dual-use items and manufacturing of components that could be used in the construction of nuclear weaponry and this kind of thing, or in the enrichment of HEU, uranium, and they’ve been, you know, they’ve acted like the Stasi around this. You can’t get a peep out of them, you know, even though this is clearly... they’ve signed the conventions, it’s an open court, somebody’s being prosecuted, you can get nothing out of them on this. And I think the same ethic operates with the chemical and biological thing. It’s just that it’s presumed to be potentially damaging to the image of the country. Of its nature it automatically falls within state security so you are just going to get nothing, you know? You are just going to get stonewalled. I find that attitude quite interesting!

CG	I mean, it is curious, it is a question we’ve been asking as well, is why all the secrecy? It doesn’t make an awful lot of sense. We want to know what you are protecting.

I	To relate it to Basson, don’t forget that Basson was gainfully employed by the ANC – well, the state technically but the ANC government, obviously allowed him to be re-employed. When he was indicted, obviously we wanted to know, who is this guy? What is his record? So I went to the military and I was a military correspondent, so I was very well known to the military strategists, and I said, ‘OK, tell me about this guy.’ And even though you are talking to some guy who is ex-MK, the reluctance to give you even a sketch of the guy’s service record was amazing. And it’s just about, well, you know, he’s now one of our own! Which was very curious, given that this was still quite early on. It was only 10 years into democracy but already that sense of consolidation around ourselves and the other was apparent and Basson was being protected as a military guy, regardless of his past record, which is very curious, even by people who were ex-Mkhonto we Sizwe, because he’s a Brigadier, he’s one of ours, you know?

CG	I experienced the same kind of thing after the Truth Commission when the 36 boxes of the documents that I’d worked on at the TRC, when they just mysteriously disappeared and Lindiwe Sisulu even went to court about not revealing the contents of them and the arguments that the state gave constantly for not wanting to reveal the contents were very flimsy, you know. You couldn’t get the... what is going on here? Why is it necessary to keep this secret? And what are you protecting? It didn’t make an awful lot of sense, which is different to what you are saying about Basson. I mean, that was... what you are saying about Basson is that there was some kind of sense of solidarity – not solidarity but you know...

I	Well, brotherhood, yeah. I think it’s a confluence between that and between just the natural, inherent nature of the state and I’m saying the state as distinct from the government because people often I think conflate the two, number one, and also the state tends to be assigned this kind of neutral value. People don’t think of the state as being an entity that has its own separate objectives and dynamics etc. But I think one of the interesting...I spoke to this Argentine writer called Uki Goñi who uncovered a whole bunch of documents in Argentina relating to the relocation of Nazis to Argentina. And I was speaking to him about, are there similar... have you managed to find similar references to Southern Africa etc? Because the head of the Gestapo, General Müller, disappeared in Namibia, probably the highest-ranking Nazi to disappear in our sector so I was just sort of sniffing around, seeing if there was possible avenues of investigation there. And he said what was curious to him was finding this documentation in the first place but his explanation for the continued existence of that documentation, into the democratic era and all the rest, and its continued preservation and protection I guess, was that the state doesn’t like to destroy its documentation because that’s its organisational memory and it’s just the natural resistance of bureaucrats to destroy their hard-churned-out paperwork, no matter how nefarious the project is!

BR	It’s good that they have this attitude.

I	Yeah, thank goodness! We know that tons of documents were destroyed.

CG	And a lot were kept as insurance policies.

I	And that too, but at the same time, I think there is an element of that, just elements of the bureaucracy that just have a reluctance to...

CG	To risk revelation?

I	To risk revelation, to even say, even though this was the previous regime or whatever, it’s still kind of like mine, you know? The dragon sitting on its pile of gold sort of thing, you know? Sort of a hoarding mentality. And I just think that is a bit of a bureaucratic mentality which plays into this as well.

CG	Just one other question relates to your application to get funds to investigate Dual and the response back that, ‘This isn’t newsworthy.’

I	Well, what was interesting about that is that... look, the actual response was, ‘We don’t fund work for archival purposes,’ and so I had to prove that this wasn’t of mere historic interest, that we’ve seen that the exhumation of bodies and continuing issues around the bush war are relevant. I also believe we have reached a psychological watershed in the country, just based on... OK, this is kind of anecdotal but I feel it’s true, that on the one hand, there’s a lot of  material starting to come out about the bush war now.

CG	Personal accounts, soldier accounts.

I	Yeah, some of it is very much, you know, personal boetie-gaan-border-toe kind of stuff, you know? That kind of personal biographical kind of stuff, but I believe that, I get the sense that, the time has come, people are ready now it’s 30, 40 years on, that they are ready to reassess the veracity of certain things, you know? Was Cassinga a massacre or a battle for instance? Or a mixture thereof? Because it's a good example. We’ve got completely different versions that are handed down to us and if you’ve grown up essentially white, you will know one, and if you are black you will know the other, but there’s been no attempt by historians to knit the two together and I think we are reaching a point where they are starting to come together. And partly what I am saying is, on the one hand you have all this published material starting to come out, some of it personal, some of it a bit more strategic and structural or whatever. And on the other hand, I keep on hearing people my age who are committing suicide, Bush War veterans who are just cracking under the strain of what they did back in Angola. So I think, OK, as I say, its anecdotal but I believe we have kind of reached a psychological watershed in time that it’s  only now, it’s time to start...

CG	Dealing with this.

I	Dealing with it, yeah. 

CG	Did that argument sway them? Are you going to get your funds?

I	I don’t know yet. I am still waiting to hear. I think it’s a bit of a long wait. But I said that there’s a lot of contemporary relevance and that there’s a legal precedent now being set that prosecutions could arise out of this. The fat lady hasn’t sung yet, on this. It’s going to be a running sore for a while, until it gets lanced and the time has come to lance it, I believe. So hopefully that sways them but it was kind of interesting that it was just seen as this historical footnote, 200 people just disposed of like garbage.

CG	That’s archival.

I	Yeah, that’s archival, it’s not news! It would be news if you found the body but this is the problem. You are not going to find the body.

CG	It’s at the bottom of the sea.

I	Exactly, so... I mean a friend of mine in 2012, they identified the body of his brother who’d been sealed in a barrel of cement and dumped off Argentina. He’s a Uruguayan chap. And they finally identified the guy by DNA testing with his family and all the rest and they had a ceremony and returned his bones and...

CG	There are flight plans.

I	There are?  Yippee! 

CG	There are, because there were quite careful logs of those flights and where they went because in fact before the... they did quite a lot of research to decide exactly where they were going to dump these bodies. They needed to look at tides, weather conditions, and they were looking at currents so there was a lot of...

I	And no doubt the depth...

CG	Depth, absolutely, so there was a lot of research went into exactly where they were going to dump the bodies so I imagine, I suspect, that Torie might have some of those flight plans as part of the record of evidence from the trial.

I	Do you think Torie  would be amenable? Because I know this whole case has really pissed on his batteries badly. Maybe that strengthens my suit because they made him look like a fool, which he isn’t, you know? 

CG	I think you might be able to get something fairly specific. Whether you are going to be able to find skeletons at the bottom of the sea or not, I don’t know, and I don’t know what good that would do anyway unless you were going to kind of try and... unless you found families that claimed they had missing members and then you could do DNA testing but you are going to need a lot more money than what [Harmen]’s going to give you!

I	No look, it’s a hell of a difficult project but the thing is, when you speak to people about this, I usually make a point of this if I’m speaking at a university or anywhere, and say, talking to students and academics, ‘Name for me South Africa’s worst war crime.’ Nobody in the room even knows about it. No-one knows about it, it’s actually incredible.

CG	It kind of just went past, exactly. So I don’t know if you have any questions on this because then we can speak to Michael about... so I am going to switch off the recorder.

Tape ends.
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