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This project seeks empirically and theoretically to assess what is not taking place in relation to the analysis of the implications of science for security.  It will study what is not taking place in different case studies related to the potential for life science knowledge and techniques to serve destructive purposes.  Through doing so, the project will consider how such cases can inform other studies of emerging areas of concern and how they can inform empirical social research in general.  

A number of questions that address themes of ethical blindness, taken for granted assumptions, and the social basis of assessments will be central to this project, including: 

* How, for who, between whom, and under what circumstances have some applications of science become rendered non-issues?  
* What are the everyday routines, practices, social structures that shape this process?  
* How have scientists, diplomats, security analysts, and others fostered attention to or distanced themselves from applications of their work?

The specific concern with the hostile application of the life sciences examined through the interdisciplinary programme of inquiry outlined in this application will serve as a springboard for addressing what is left outside professional and policy agendas.  The ultimate impact anticipated from this project is to support efforts to prevent the malign use of life sciences and, thus, ensuring science and technology work to improve human security.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]You have  been  selected  to  take  part  in an interview based  on  your   relationship to the dual use aspects of the life science themes.  There is no obligation to take part in this study.  Participation is wholly voluntary and you have the ability to cease involvement if you so choose. By taking  part ,  you  will  be offered an opportunity to reflect on importance topics of current policy interest, though this process of reflection might also called in question existing priorities, actions, and beliefs.   Your statements will inform the production of academic and policy-orientated publications and presentations related to the themes of the project.  

For further information about the research project or your interview data, please contact:
Professor Brian Rappert; Department of Sociology, Philosophy, and Anthropology; University of Exeter; Exeter EX4 4RJ; UK Tel: +44 1392 263353; Email: B.Rappert@ex.ac.uk 

The  study  has  been  reviewed  by  the  ESRC-AHRC-DSTL, the  UK Ministry  of Defence, a University of Exeter ethics committee, and a University of Berkeley review board.  If you have concerns/questions about the research you would like to discuss with someone else, please contact:  Professor David Inglis; SPA; University of Exeter; Exeter EX4 4RJ; UK Tel: +44 1392 725682; Email: D.Inglis@ex.ac.uk

Thank you for your collaboration

