Information sheet for search agencies
Missing Persons research project

Invitation

I would like to invite you to participate in a research project about missing people and their experiences. Before you decide whether you want to participate, I need to be sure you understand why I am doing the research and what it would involve if you agreed to take part. Please read the following information carefully and feel free to ask any questions of myself and others. You don’t have to decide immediately whether you want to take part, but can let me know in a week or so.

My name is Hester Parr and I am a researcher from the University of Glasgow. My contact details are below. My research team are not police officers and are simply working through the police service rather than for them. You have been identified by the police service as a potential participant in this research because of your working role in searching for missing persons. This information sheet tells you about our research and a consent form accompanies this.

Confidentiality

If you choose to participate, your contribution is completely anonymous and no one will be able to identify that you took part in this research. Whatever you say to the researcher may be used in reports and papers that are written from the project, but your contribution will be attributed under a false name. You are free to express any opinion with no risk to yourself or your identity.

The background

The research project will run from ______________ to ______________. The project is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), which is a higher education funding body.

This research is all about understanding the experiences of missing persons in more depth. We are also looking at how effectively the police and families of missing persons search for those who have gone missing. We are asking professionals to explain how they make decisions about how to track missing person, what resources they use and how they co-ordinate searches across geographic space. The materials collected in this project will hopefully help in highlighting key issues about searching for missing persons, in ways that might help interested parties such as the police and charities, vulnerable people and their families. The police researcher involved in this project will use the contributions of professionals to update knowledge about operational search strategies.
The research team includes myself, Prof. Nick Fyfe from Dundee University, Dr Penny Woolnough from Grampian Police and the researcher _______________.You would be visited by one of us, probably ________________, who will ask you some questions.

The results of the research will be written up for academic journals to educate others, for police journals and dissemination via websites and media press releases. All contributions are anonymous. If you participate you will get a written summary of the findings of the research project at the end.

What does this entail?

We will simply ask you to participate in an informal and friendly interview that are a bit like semi-structured conversations, which will cover a variety of topics relating to your role in tracking missing persons. The interviews last approximately 1 hour and can be conducted at your place of work or in a quiet place that the researcher will arrange. If you give your permission, the researcher will tape record the interview, to help them remember what you have said. 

What will happen to the interview material I collect?

All the interviews we do remain anonymous. We will type out the interview and extract from it what seems like the most important points. We will save this information on a secure computer. These will then be used in reports and papers that will be written about the research. However, your name will never to be used in these reports. The tape recordings will also be destroyed after the research project is over. We are hoping to interview up to 30 professionals involved in searching for missing persons.

Am I a suitable interviewee?

If your working role involves searching for missing persons then you are suitable to be interviewed for this project. Do contact the researchers if you would like to discuss this more.

What are my rights?

You have the right to ask ourselves for more information about the research, or discuss it with friends, or a police contact. This contact is _______________ and can be contacted at ___________. You can change you mind about whether you want to be interviewed at any stage. If you have given an interview and then later decide you do not want us to use this in our research, you have the right to withdraw your consent for us to refer to it. 

If you have concerns about the way the research was conducted and feel you have in any way been treated unfairly, you have the right contact the Chair of the Faculty of Law, Business and Social Sciences Ethics Committee to discuss your concerns. This person may be contacted on __________________________.

In summary

Participation in this project is entirely voluntary and you are free to refuse to take part or to withdraw from the study at any time without having to give a reason, and without this affecting any aspect of your relation with the police or the University of Glasgow.
The Faculty of Law, Business and Social Sciences Ethics Committee has examined this proposal and has raised no objections. 


What do I do now?

Please read and sign the accompanying consent form if you wish to participate and send it to the address below in the envelope provided. We will contact you in the coming few weeks to arrange a meeting time. Please complete the form and send it to us by this date __________.




Thank you for your time in reading this information. Please keep the information sheet for reference.

Dr Hester Parr

Geographical and Earth Sciences
East Quadrangle 

University Avenue 
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G12 8QQ UK 

Telephone: 0141 330 4782 

Email: Hester.parr@ges.gla.ac.uk

