Interview outline Local authority lawyers
Purpose of the interview is to find out their views and experiences about the use of the pre proceedings processes ie the letter and the meeting, and to see how they view these as fitting in with other aspects of child care legal work both before proceedings and with cases in proceedings.

Introduction

1. Qualification and experience, length of work for LA, other career including child care work in private practice.

2. role in LA –particular work done, how organised, provision of advice to SW, decision to bring proceedings

3. role in pre-proceedings advice drafting or approving letters (use of proforma), attendance at meeting.

4. Focusing on last meeting attended 

a. Outline circumstances

b. Why was the pre-proceedings process followed for this case?

c. – any pre-meeting involvement (advice, drafting letter)?

d. Any advice/ involvement in arrangements for meeting

e. Any discussions with sw before meeting

f. Was meeting chaired? Is that usual.

g. What did you see as the purpose of the meeting?

h. What did you see as your role in the meeting?

i. How did the meeting go? Probe re disputes; requests for services; 
j. Comments on parent’s rep and their contribution

i. Have you met this person previously in a ppm or at court?

ii. Your views of their contribution

iii. Anything unexpected - omissions and commissions

k. Anything special about this meeting

l. What was the result / immediate outcome? Is that what you expected?

m. What has happened since?

5. Would you consider the meeting you’ve described as typical? Was there anything special about it?

6. How many of these meetings have you attended/ how often do you attend these meetings?

7. What’s your view about them? What impact do you think they have on the way parents respond to LA? 

8. Is there any negotiation with parents in pre-proceedings meetings? If so what issues are negotiated? If not why is this?

9. Doe the fact that there has been a meeting impact on the case if it goes to court probe – in the way that the court deals with it/ with the LA? In the way that the court deals with the parents?

10. How does the pre-proceedings process fit with the formal child protection process – ie holding child protection conferences. Is an LA lawyer present at the cp conference? Do parents have legal reps at cp conferences (always, usually, sometimes, rarely, never).
11. Does the LA use the formal pre-proceedings process where children are already looked after under s.20? If so how does the process fit with LAC reviews? Involvement of IRO?

12. FGCs Is there an FGC service available here which is used in child protection cases? If so how does it fit with pre proceedings process? – examples.

13. children at pre-proceedings process. Have you been asked to advise on this? Have you attended where this has happened? Views?

