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CHILDREN’S SERVICES INVOLVEMENT

PRIOR TO 

FORMAL ACTION
Children’s services’ involvement prior to Formal Action being taken by LA
formal Action (FA) defined as: 
Referral to Legal Team or LbP or Legal Planning/Gateway Meeting or EPO/PP Order or Care Application

Documents on file:
Are the following documents on file?   Code: 0 No   1 Yes   9 Unclear        Date
D1/2 
Section 47 Report



D3/4 
Core Assessment

D5/6 
Initial Child Protection Conference: 
D7/8 
Child in Need Report
D9/10 Follow up Child Protection Conference

(also called a Review Conference):

D11
Genogram 
If more than one Child Protection Conference/Review prior to FA:


D12

How many more than 1?


Dates of subsequent CPCs/Reviews:
D13












D14















D15












D16

LA Involvement prior to Formal Action
LA1 
How long has Index Child been known to Children’s 


Services before FA? 



(Can include pre birth time – including gaps)

1 Under 3 months

2 3 – 6 months

3 6 – 12 months

4 1 – 2 years

5 2 – 5 years

6 More than 5 years

7 Length unclear




9      Child not known /NA

LA2
Family known to Children’s Services:
 
0  No     1  Yes      9  Unclear

(prior to FA)
LA3     How long has family been known (including gaps)
           to any  Children’s  Services before FA?

1 Under 3 months

2 
   3– 6 months

3
   6 – 12 months

4
   1 – 2 years

5         2 – 5 years

6          More than 5 years

7          Length unclear




9
    Family not known /NA

LA4
Has Children’s Services been actively working with 
child/family before FA? 

0  No     1  Yes      9  Unclear
LA5
Period of current active work with child/family:

1 Under 3 months

2 3 – 6 months

3 6 – 12 months

4 1 – 2 years

5 2 – 5 years

6 More than 5 years

7 Length unclear




9   
Child not known /NA

BM12:  LA concerns/allegations about birth mother’s parenting

Multi-response: code:    0    No      1      Yes       9    Unclear/NA    for all

a) Mental illness …………………....................................................


b) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this…….


c) Drug abuse…………………………………………………………..
d) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this…….

d1 Inability to use drug support offered consistently ………………
e) Alcohol abuse………………………………………………………..
f) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this……..

f1 Inability to use alcohol support offered consistently …………….
g) Crime…………………………………………………………………
h) Schedule 1 offender (any contact with children)…………………
i) Inappropriate visitors to home………………………………………
j) Inability/failure to protect child from parent’s partner…………….

j1 Sexual abuse, or failure to protect from sexual abuse ………….
k) Any lack of co-operation with Children’s services………………
l) Any lack of co-operation re: child’s health needs…………………
m) Housing problems (including homelessness)……………………
n) Neglect (lack of hygiene, cleanliness, underfeeding)……………
o) Inconsistent parenting/emotional abuse………………………….

p) Sustained physical abuse/ over chastisement……………………

p1 One-off physical assault …………………………………………..
q) Problems at school including discipline/attendance…………….
r) Parent unable to cope with/control child………………………….
s) Learning difficulties…………………………………………………
t) Physical disability……………………………………………………
u) Sensory disability…………………………………………………..
v) Health difficulties/concerns (overfeeding)………………………..
w) Domestic Violence within home (between adults) ………………

w1 Refusal/failure/inability to use support offered for dv…………..
x) Violence outside home…………………………………………….
y) Chaotic lifestyle…………………………………………………….
z) Frequent changes of carer………………………………………..
za) Parent’s Care history………………………………………………
zb)Parent/carer/child has been subjected to abuse/………………

harassment by neighbours/community 
BM13:  LA’s assesssment of Positive parenting by birth mother
Multi-response: code:    0    No      1      Yes       9    Unclear/NA    for all

a) Acceptance of help and support with mental illness …………………. 

b) Acceptance of help and support with drug abuse …………………….

c) Acceptance of help and support with alcohol abuse ………………….
d) Acceptance of help and support with domestic violence ……………..

d) Ensuring child’s safety, including acknowledgement of risk and 

    acceptance of help to deal with a Schedule 1 Offender ………………
e) Protection of child from inappropriate behaviour or 

    violence within home by partner or inappropriate visitors ……………

f) General cooperation with children’s services …………………………..

g) Cooperation over meeting child’s health needs ……………………….

h) Good maintenance of home, including hygiene ……………………….

g) Good basic care of child, including encouraging self-care skills, 

     good social presentation and identity development

i) Ensuring and supporting child’s education, including attendance 

   and cooperation with the school ………………………………………..

j) Emotional warmth ………………………………………………………..

k) Provision of a stimulating environment ……………………………….

l) Provision of appropriate guidance and boundaries ……………………

m) Provision of a stable environment ……………………………………

n) Support from extended family ………………………………………….

o) Support, stability and good relationships within local community ….

p) Access to financial resources, including benefits, employment 

     income ……………………………………………………………………

BM 14:  Generally, birth mother is providing good care 



0 – No    1 – Yes  

BF12:  LA concerns/allegations about birth father’s parenting 

Multi-response: code:    0    No      1      Yes       9    Unclear/DK    for all 



ZC)Father not involved in care of child – including no contact ……

a) Mental illness …………………....................................................


b) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this…….


c) Drug abuse…………………………………………………………..
d) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this…….

d1 Inability to use drug support offered consistently ………………
e) Alcohol abuse………………………………………………………..
f) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this……..

f1 Inability to use alcohol support offered consistently …………….
g) Crime…………………………………………………………………
h) Schedule 1 offender (any contact with children)…………………
i) Inappropriate visitors to home………………………………………
j) Inability/failure to protect child from parent’s partner…………….

j1 Sexual abuse, or failure to protect from sexual abuse ………….
k) Any lack of co-operation with Children’s services………………
l) Any lack of co-operation re: child’s health needs…………………
m) Housing problems (including homelessness)……………………
n) Neglect (lack of hygiene, cleanliness, underfeeding)……………

o) Inconsistent parenting/emotional abuse………………………….

p) Sustained physical abuse/ over chastisement……………………

p1 One-off physical assault …………………………………………..
q) Problems at school including discipline/attendance…………….
r) Parent unable to cope with/control child………………………….
s) Learning difficulties…………………………………………………
t) Physical disability……………………………………………………
u) Sensory disability…………………………………………………..
v) Health difficulties/concerns (overfeeding)………………………..
w) Domestic Violence within home (between adults) ………………

w1 Refusal/failure/inability to use support offered for dv…………..
x) Violence outside home…………………………………………….
y) Chaotic lifestyle…………………………………………………….
z) Frequent changes of carer………………………………………..
za) Parent’s Care history……………………………………………
zb)Parent/carer/child has been subjected to abuse/………………

harassment by neighbours/community 
BF13:  LA’s assesssment of Positive parenting by birth father
Multi-response: code:    0    No      1      Yes       9    Unclear/NA    for all

a) Acceptance of help and support with mental illness …………………. 

b) Acceptance of help and support with drug abuse …………………….

c) Acceptance of help and support with alcohol abuse ………………….

d) Acceptance of help and support with domestic violence ……………..

d) Ensuring child’s safety, including acknowledgement of risk and 

    acceptance of help to deal with a Schedule 1 Offender ………………

e) Protection of child from inappropriate behaviour or 

    violence within home by partner or inappropriate visitors ……………

f) General cooperation with children’s services …………………………..

g) Cooperation over meeting child’s health needs ……………………….

h) Good maintenance of home, including hygiene ……………………….

g) Good basic care of child, including encouraging self-care skills, 

     good social presentation and identity development

i) Ensuring and supporting child’s education, including attendance 

   and cooperation with the school ………………………………………..

j) Emotional warmth ………………………………………………………..

k) Provision of a stimulating environment ……………………………….

l) Provision of appropriate guidance and boundaries ……………………

m) Provision of a stable environment ……………………………………

n) Support from extended family ………………………………………….

o) Support, stability and good relationships within local community ….

p) Access to financial resources, including benefits, employment 

     income ……………………………………………………………………

BF 14:  Generally, birth father is providing good care 



0 – No    1 – Yes  

CA12:  LA concerns/allegations about carer’s caring 
Multi-response: code:    0    No      1      Yes       9    Unclear/DK    for all 


a) Mental illness …………………....................................................


b) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this…….


c) Drug abuse…………………………………………………………..
d) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this…….

d1 Inability to use drug support offered consistently ………………
e) Alcohol abuse………………………………………………………..
f) Refusal/failure to accept professional help/support for this……..

f1 Inability to use alcohol support offered consistently …………….
g) Crime…………………………………………………………………
h) Schedule 1 offender (any contact with children)…………………
i) Inappropriate visitors to home………………………………………
j) Inability/failure to protect child from parent’s partner…………….

j1 Sexual abuse, or failure to protect from sexual abuse ………….
k) Any lack of co-operation with Children’s services………………
l) Any lack of co-operation re: child’s health needs…………………
m) Housing problems (including homelessness)……………………
n) Neglect (lack of hygiene, cleanliness, underfeeding)……………

o) Inconsistent parenting/emotional abuse………………………….

p) Sustained physical abuse/ over chastisement……………………

p1 One-off physical assault …………………………………………..
q) Problems at school including discipline/attendance…………….
r) Parent unable to cope with/control child………………………….
s) Learning difficulties…………………………………………………
t) Physical disability……………………………………………………
u) Sensory disability…………………………………………………..
v) Health difficulties/concerns (overfeeding)………………………..
w) Domestic Violence within home (between adults) ………………

w1 Refusal/failure/inability to use support offered for dv…………..
x) Violence outside home…………………………………………….
y) Chaotic lifestyle…………………………………………………….
z) Frequent changes of carer………………………………………..
za) Parent’s Care history……………………………………………
zb)Parent/carer/child has been subjected to abuse/………………

harassment by neighbours/community 
CA13:  LA’s assesssment of Positive CARING by CARER
Multi-response: code:    0    No      1      Yes       9    Unclear/NA    for all

a) Acceptance of help and support with mental illness …………………. 

b) Acceptance of help and support with drug abuse …………………….

c) Acceptance of help and support with alcohol abuse ………………….

d) Acceptance of help and support with domestic violence ……………..

d) Ensuring child’s safety, including acknowledgement of risk and 

    acceptance of help to deal with a Schedule 1 Offender ………………

e) Protection of child from inappropriate behaviour or 

    violence within home by partner or inappropriate visitors ……………

f) General cooperation with children’s services …………………………..

g) Cooperation over meeting child’s health needs ……………………….

h) Good maintenance of home, including hygiene ……………………….

g) Good basic care of child, including encouraging self-care skills, 

     good social presentation and identity development

i) Ensuring and supporting child’s education, including attendance 

   and cooperation with the school ………………………………………..

j) Emotional warmth ………………………………………………………..

k) Provision of a stimulating environment ……………………………….

l) Provision of appropriate guidance and boundaries ……………………

m) Provision of a stable environment ……………………………………

n) Support from extended family ………………………………………….

o) Support, stability and good relationships within local community ….

p) Access to financial resources, including benefits, employment 

     income ……………………………………………………………………

CA14:  Generally, this carer is providing good care 



0 – No    1 – Yes  

IF MORE THAN 1 CARER REFERRED TO SEPARATELY IN FILE

REMEMBER TO COMPLETE A SEPARATE SHEET
Services
LA8
Services offered by children’s, health or education services and accepted or refused by family  (use following codes for each category; leave blank if service not mentioned)
1  Accepted by family         
2  Refused by family
3  First accepted, later refused  (NB:‘3’ and ‘4’ may not be applicable till
4  First refused, later accepted    later in file, so revisit at end of case)     
9  Unclear

LA8a  Accommodation (s.20) 


a.i   date of first entry









a.ii  No. of times accommodated before FA

a.iii At time of FA is child accommodated? 0 No   1 Yes   9 Unclear

a.iv  Date current period of accommodation began








LA8a.v How many LAC Reviews, including none?

Dates of LAC Reviews


LA8a.vi











LA8a.vii








LA8a.viii








LA8a.iv


LA8b
Regular short breaks/respite care


LA8c
Nursery/day care/childminder/ out of school club/playscheme
LA8d
Family aide/home support/child+family support worker/


community care worker
(s.17)


    
LA8e
Residential family centre




LA8f
Family centre non residential

LA8g
Mother and baby home/ mother and baby foster care

LA8h
Sure Start Service (variety of services)



LA8i
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
LA8j
Drug/alcohol treatment 




LA8k
Adult mental health services/counselling/ therapy

LA8l
Rehousing/Housing Improvement 






LA8m
Financial/material help (s.17)

LA8n
Education Welfare Service/Connexions


LA8o
Other (specify)
LA9
Services requested by family and denied by Children’s, health or education services
(use following codes for each category; leave blank if service not mentioned)

1  Given to family         
2  Denied to family
3  First given, later denied

4  First denied, later given       
9  Unclear
 LA9a

Accommodation s.20
LA9b

Regular short breaks/respite care


LA9c
     
Nursery/day care/childminder/out of school clubs/ playscheme





LA9d         
Family aide/home support
(s.17)


    
LA9e
 

Residential family centre




LA9f
       
Family centre non residential

LA9g
      
Mother and baby home


LA9h
      
Sure Start Service (variety of services)

LA9i         
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)




LA9j          
Drug/alcohol treatment 




LA9k         
Adult mental health services/counselling/therapy




LA9l
     
 Rehousing/Housing Improvement 






LA9m        
Financial/material help (s.17)



LA9n         
Education Welfare Service/Connexions
LA9o    
Other (specify)
protective arrangements prior to formal action
Child Protection Plan:
LA10 
1
Current 
2
Previously but none current
3
Never
4
Previously and current

9   
NoF
LA11   If current protection plan


Date of plan
LA14    Has the LA carried out any      


 0  No     1  Yes      9  NoF  


  specialist assessments of Index

  child prior to FA other than a core

  assessment?

LA15    If yes: specify with dates and details
Placement:

LA21   Where was Index Child living at time of FA?



00  No carer



01
Mother



02
Father




03
Maternal grandparent(s)



   04  Paternal grandparent(s)


05
Maternal sibling


06  Paternal sibling


07  Maternal relative (other)


08  Paternal relative (other)


09  Foster carer

10  Other

11  Mother’s partner

12  Father’s partner

13  Both parents




14  Hospital



15  Foster carer/residential 



16  Not born




17  M + M’s partner




18  M + relative

Changes in Index Child’s social worker:
LA27
Did the child’s social worker change at any time  


leading up to FA? 



0  No      1  Yes    9 DK

If yes:

LA28
No. of child’s social workers: a) From FA to beginning of proceedings/






       Signing off of case






    b) During proceedings



LA26    Route to Formal Action

1 Pre-birth application

2 Crisis intervention (Direct to EPO/PP/ICO) 

3 Child at home with services

4 Accommodation (separation), including with relatives
5 Supervised setting e.g. mother and baby home, 
residential family centre, foster home (with young mothers)

6 Mixture of accommodation + services at home
7 Previous child protection proceedings (including care

applications withdrawn, SO, + continuous order of some kind)
LA26a  Other routes to FA (specify)
Partnership Agreements

LA27 Were there any partnership agreements made with 

parents/carers prior to Formal Action?   0 No   1 Yes   9 DK/Unclear
If yes,
LA28 Who is the partnership with?
1 Birth mother only





 

2 Both parents







3 Birth father only







4 Birth mother and carer







5 Birth father and carer







6 Both parents and carer







7 Carer(s) only







9 DK/Unclear 

Give details of each one
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