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School of Psychology
Participant Information Form 

Examining Offender Characteristics Study
You are being invited to take part in a research study.  Before you decide whether or not to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take the time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish.  Please feel free to ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.  Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

Who is doing this research?

This research is being carried out by Dr. Theresa Gannon, Dr Caoilte Ó Ciardha, Ms Magali Barnoux, and Ms Nichola Tyler from the University of Kent. Dr. Gannon is a Lecturer and Researcher in Forensic Psychology. Dr Ó Ciardha is a researcher, and Ms Barnoux and Ms Tyler are research assistants. This research is being funded by the Economic and Social Research Council who have reviewed the study to ensure that the research generated from this study is likely to be both beneficial and useful. 

Why are we doing this research?

We are doing this research to learn more about the attitudes, thoughts, feelings, and behaviours of people who have carried out different types of crimes (e.g., arson, theft, burglary etc). In particular, we are interested in exploring any differences or similarities that exist between people who have carried out different types of crimes. Examining these differences or similarities is an important part of deciding whether or not we should devise separate rehabilitation programmes for different types of crimes. We hope that the results of this research will help to establish whether certain crimes—such as arson—require separate types of rehabilitation programme. 

Why have you been chosen to take part?

We are asking everyone on your Wing/in your Establishment if they would like to take part in this study. By sharing your attitudes, thoughts and feelings with us, we hope that we will get a better idea of the differences or similarities that exist between people who have carried out different types of crimes. 

Do you have to take part?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part.  If you do decide to take part, you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form.  If you decide to take part you are free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason.  A decision to withdraw at any time or a decision not to take part, will not affect your parole, the standard of care you receive or your privileges.

What will happen if you do decide to take part?

If you do decide to take part, then there are two things that I will ask you to do today. First of all, I will ask you a couple of questions about you, such as your age, ethnicity, and how old you were when you left school, and your offence history. Second, I will ask you to answer some simple questionnaires. The whole session should take no longer than about an hour, but if you would like more time, or if you would like to take a break, then this will not be a problem either. If you find any of the questions disagreeable, in any way, then please do not feel that you have to answer them.  You are also free to stop the interview at any point or take a break, during the session, should you wish to do so. Taking part in this study does not mean that you have to take part in any others; however, I may invite you to consider taking part in a further study if you are interested. Full information about that study will be given to you on a separate occasion, and you will be asked to sign another form saying that you agree to take part.

Will your taking part in this study be kept confidential?

Information which is collected about you during the course of the research will be kept strictly confidential.  The information that you give to us will be looked after with great care and will be kept in a secure place at the Researcher’s University. Any information about you which leaves the prison, will have your name removed so that you can not be recognised from it. In addition, the consent form that you sign will be kept in a locked cabinet, separate from any other information that you provide us with.

However, should you disclose either the intention to harm yourself, harm another individual, attempt to escape, or act in any way that may result in a breach of security, it would be the duty of the researcher to inform relevant staff of such information.  Other than in these areas however, none of the information, resulting from this study, will be shared in a way that can identify you with anyone outside of the study.  

What will happen to the results of the research study?
If the research goes well we will write up the results for publication in a scientific journal and will talk about it at professional conferences. It will not be possible for anyone to tell that you took part in this study. However, we will keep your answers, without identifying information for up to 5 years after publication.

Who has reviewed the study?

This study has been reviewed and approved by the University of Kent Ethics Committee, and the National Research Committee for NOMS. 
Thank-you for taking the time to read this Participant Information Form and hear about this research. It has some important implications and we hope you will seriously consider partaking in it. This Participant Information Form is for you to keep. If you do wish to take part in the study, please sign the consent form.  You will be given a copy of the signed consent form to keep.

Thank you for your time.

Theresa Gannon, Caoilte Ó Ciardha, Magali Barnoux, & Nichola Tyler

Further Information and Ethics

If you would like to ask any more questions about our research, please do not hesitate to ask. We will do our very best to answer any questions that you have about the research. 

Alternatively, if you have any serious concerns about the ethical conduct of this study then please notify the chair of ethics at the School of Psychology, University of Kent, Canterbury, CT2 7NP.
Participant Information Number for Study: _______
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CONSENT FORM
Title of Project: Examining Offender Characteristics 
Name of Researchers: Dr. Theresa Gannon, Dr Caoilte Ó Ciardha, Magali Barnoux, & Nichola Tyler

Please initial box

1.
I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet, for the above study, and have had an opportunity to ask questions.


2.
I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason, without my parole, standard of care, rights or privileges being affected.











3.
I understand that my prison records may be looked at by appropriate members of the University of Kent research team, where it is relevant to my taking part in research.  I give permission for these individuals to have access to my records.










4.
I agree to take part in the above study.







________________________        _________________       _______________________

Name of Participant

        Date


Signature


________________________       __________________     _______________________

Researcher


       Date


Signature



One for prisoner, one for researcher; one to be kept with prison files


