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We are two researchers from Newcastle University who are carrying out research into the opinions of people who would describe themselves as religious about new medical technologies in reproductive medicine (such as in vitro fertilisation, or egg donation) and genetics (such as genetic screening). You have expressed an interest in taking part in our study. 

What is the purpose of this research?
We want to get a better understanding of the way in which being a member of a faith group affects people’s opinions about new medical technologies. We hope this will make a contribution to ensuring that people’s values and needs are taken into account when health services make these technologies available, helping people make better and more informed decisions.
What will happen if I agree to participate? 
If you agree to take part, we will arrange a face to face interview with you at a mutually convenient time and place. We are interested in hearing about your experiences, as a person of faith, with new reproductive or genetic technologies. The interview will be audiorecorded and will last between one and two hours. At the beginning of the interview you will have the chance to ask us any questions you have about the study, and you will be asked to sign a consent form. During the interview you will be free to choose not to answer questions if you wish, you can stop at any time, and if you change your mind about participation afterwards, the recording will be destroyed.
Ethical use of data

All personal information and contact details will remain confidential. The names of people and places, or any personal information that might identify you, will be changed. The audiorecordings and their transcripts will be held securely at the university, and one year after the end of the project the audiorecording will be destroyed. The only people who will have access to either recording or transcript during the project will be the researchers.

Research details
You can find the contact details for the researchers at the head of this information sheet. If you would like any further information about taking part in this study, please contact one of us. We will be happy to answer any questions or concerns you may have. 
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