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Urban Agriculture : Essential Infrastructure & Ecological Intensification  
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allotment site in Brighton . image: Antonia Faust, University of Brighton . 2002 

Urban Agriculture : personal and seasonal productive urban landscape 
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CPUL: urban agriculture, advocacy, design + culture 

context  
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Laboratories for Urban Agriculture: USA 

 

URBAN AGRICULTURE IS HAPPENING 
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AESOP Cardiff October 2011 
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practice is outstripping policy 

in Europe 

LONDON 

East Hale Allotment Haringey      Brockwell Park Surgery 

 

BERLIN 

Prinzessinnengarten 

 



BUT POLICY IS EMERGING 



Berlin 2011 

IUC 

- 45% open space 
- of which 25% forests and water 
- 4% allotments 
- 5% agricultural land 

Berlin's main open spaces . image: Nishat Awan, TU Berlin . 2011 



Community Gardens 

- an emerging form of urban food growing 

- relatively small number of about 40 

- about 5 main types: community-led, inter-cultural, 

  social enterprise, “squatted”, city farms 

Prinzessinengarten 

Rosa Rose 

images: Nishat Awan, TU Berlin + web . 2011 

Interkultureller Garten Laskerwiese 



Focus Urban Agriculture 

Kleingaerten /Schrebergaerten 

80,000 on about 900 sites 

1 + 1 Bauerngarten 

“We grow – you harvest” 

Agrarboerse 

yield-oriented social enterprise 
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Strategy Urban Landscape Berlin 
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An Opportunity Map for Koeln-Ehrenfeld 
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“Ehrenfelder Fruehling” : 8 months on 

herbs 

workshop 

local food 

guide 

an orchard 

for the new 

housing estate 
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Spiel/Feld Marzahn - Berlin - 2009 – 2012 – Chair of City & Nutrition, TU Berlin 



Spiel/Feld Marzahn - Berlin - 2009 – 2012 – Chair of City & Nutrition, TU Berlin 

images: Lena Kessenbrock, Niklas Mayr, TU Berlin students – 2011 



Spiel/Feld Marzahn - Berlin - 2009 – 2012 – Chair of City & Nutrition, TU Berlin 
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Spiel/Feld Marzahn - Berlin - 2009 – 2012 – Chair of City & Nutrition, TU Berlin 
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Spiel/Feld Marzahn - Berlin - 2009 – 2012 – Chair of City & Nutrition, TU Berlin 
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image: Bohn&Viljoen - 2012 

Spiel/Feld Marzahn 
Vis Spiel/Feld Marzahn - Berlin - 2009 – 2012 – Chair of City & Nutrition, TU Berlin 
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The CPUL City Toolkit : Actions, Planning, Elements & Design 

The CPUL City 

(1) Work with local food groups 

(2) Stage events, create meeting occasions 
(3) Combine top-down and bottom-up strategies 

(4) Map physical resources, land, water and sun 

(5) Make no-waste systems: compost, grow, eat, compost 

(6) Ecological intensification on open urban space 

( 

(7) New economic models & fair trade for farmers 

(8) Think 3d: raised beds, walls, roofs, fences 

(9) See the potential for urban agriculture as organic ornament (10) – (12) Develop strategies for different densities 



U+D 

Vis 

IUC 

R 

+ infrastructural projects such as CPUL need 
   parallel top-down and bottom-up initiatives 

+ qualities of CPUL and UA need visualising to 
   influence decision makers and raise public desire  

+ an Inventory of Urban Capacity is necessary, esp. 
   of spatial, stakeholder and managerial capacities 

+ constant research, development and consolidation 
   of the CPUL concept is needed 

Enabling Urban Agriculture: The CPUL City Toolkit  
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The Urban Agriculture Curtain 

Conclusion: 
 
 
•THINK ESSENTIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

•MAKE POLICY 
 

•DESIGN FOR URBAN AGRICULTURE 
 
 

•IT IS A GOOD TIME  TO ACT! 



for more information see the book: Continuous Productive Urban Landscapes (CPULs)  

The urban agriculture design book for sustainable cities. 

Editor Andre Viljoen, Published  by the Architectural Press, first printing February 2005 

RIBA book of the week, February 2005, and cited as suggested reading by the Royal Commission on  

Environmental Pollution, for their investigation into Urban Development (2005)  

all images unless otherwise credited are copyright Bohn & Viljoen Architects 



The Urban Agriculture Curtain 
 

image: Bohn&Viljoen . 2009 

London Yields exhibition . The Building Centre, London . 2009 



The Growing Balcony 
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Hampton Court RHS Garden Festival, London . 2009 



 


