Glossary
India

	1. Adivasi
	Literally means ‘original (or first) inhabitant’ and refers commonly to India’s many indigenous communities. They are also referred to Scheduled Tribes.

	2. Anganwadi
	Anganwadi is the nursery centre run under the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) of the Indian government. Food and nutritional supplements are delivered to infants and pregnant and nursing women on a weekly basis, through the anganwadis. It also doubles as a playschool and feeding centre for children till the age of 5 years; they are to be fed one cooked meal at the anganwadi on a daily basis. It is managed by an anganwadi worker and an assistant both of whom are salaried employees of the state government.

	3. Baiga
	Spiritual leader, usually practicing traditional Adivasi rituals

	4. Block Headquarters (Hq)
	A block or sub-divisional HQ is the administrative sub-division of districts in India. This is the lowest administrative level which is most immediately accessible to the villages.

	5. Dalit
	Refers to Scheduled Caste (SC) communities; historically these communities have been outcastes or untouchables in the caste system.

	6. Dewar/ guniya/ ojha
	Faith healers

	7. Dhan
	Paddy

	8. Gram Sabha
	The gram sabha or village assembly is the entire adult population (18+ years) of the village. The gram sabha elects the members of the panchayat.

	9. Khandi
	Unit of measurement (weight) equivalent to 30 kilograms; it is also used as a unit of measuring land with each ‘khandi’ of land being the amount of land in which 1 khandi of seeds can be sowed.

	10. Mahua
	A tree native to north and central India. The tree blooms from mid-March to mid-April approximately and the flowers, also called mahua, are an important as a source of income and food for communities in this area. Mahua (flowers) are also used to brew a local alcohol, also called mahua, which is not only for home-consumption but is also ritually important for Adivasi communities. They are also allowed to sell some in limited quantities. The seed are a rich source of oil. This is a valuable subsidiary source of income in Chhattisgarh.

	11. Mitanin
	Community health volunteer, usually drawn from the village who provides basic medicines and first aid to village communities. This is an unsalaried post.

	12. Panch
	Members elected to the panchayat; each panch represents one ward of the panchayat area.

	13. Panchayat
	Panchayat is the lowest level of elected self-government in India. A panchayat usually constitutes one or more villages depending on the population and is elected by the gram sabhas of the constituent villages. Elections are held every five years. It has executive and administrative functions especially to oversee the implementation of welfare schemes at the grassroots.

	14. Para
	Neighbourhood or settlement; villages are usually sub-divided into paras which may be community specific paras.

	15. PDS (Public Distribution System)
	PDS refers to the system through which the government distributes subsidised food grain. There are varying levels of the subsidy with the most vulnerable populations in Chhattisgarh entitled to 35 kgs of rice at Rs. 2 per kg. It is also referred to as ration (rice) or as society rice locally.

	16. Ration card
	Ration cards are issued to households stating their entitlements to subsidised food grain. They state the names of the household members and are non-transferable documents which must be produced in order to buy subsided rice from the PDS. Chhattisgarh has recently updated its card database and new cards have been issued in the names of women adult members of the household.

	17. Sal seeds
	Seeds of the sal tree; forest dwelling Adivasi communities sell these to local merchants and government cooperatives; they are used in the production of soaps. This is a valuable subsidiary source of income in Chhattisgarh.

	18. Sarna Dharm
	Sarna Dharm is the traditional form of worship of the Adivasi communities, which is associated with sacred groves of sal trees. They have no figures of God, believing God to be formless (‘niraakar’) and inhering in nature.

	19. Sarpanch
	The head of the panchayat. The elected members choose the sarpanch from amongst themselves. The sarpanch post may be reserved on a rotational basis for women or SC/ST members.

	20. SC/ ST
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Scheduled castes and Scheduled Tribes refers to communities that are mentioned in the first schedule of the Indian Constitution as deserving of special concessions and benefits from the Indian government due to their historical marginalisation. They are categories used in the Indian Census.

	21. Tami
	A unit of measurement, by volume, equivalent to two kilograms (when used to measure paddy)

	22. Tendu 
	The leaves of the Tendu plant are used to make to traditional Indian cigarettes (bidi). People collect them and sell them to government cooperatives which monopolise tendu procurement. This is a valuable subsidiary source of income in Chhattisgarh.

	23. Kotwar
	Traditional village messenger; chosen by the village community. When the community chooses a kotwar they also decide on an honorarium that the person will receive, in cash or kind and usually on a weekly basis.

	24. Patel
	Traditional village head.

	25. Lakra
	A red flower that blooms in winter. It has a characteristically sour taste once it is sun-dried. It is cooked into a chutney and is a staple accompaniment with rice gruel. It is considered to be very simple fare and when people say that all they have to eat is rice gruel and lakra they are signalling their poverty.




Zambia

	1. Matoro
	Matoro are the low-lying fields along the river bank which are easily irrigated with river water. 

	2. N’ganga
	A witch-finder. N’ganga resolve issues of bewitchment by prescribing spells and herbal concoctions for the afflicted person.

	3. ZAWA
	Zambia Wildlife Authority. This is government body that oversees the protection of wildlife and the administration of Zambian game-management areas and national parks.

	4. Chieftainess Chiawa
	Also sometimes referred to as Chief, the chieftainess is the traditional leader of Chiawa; the chief of an area holds all land (except government land or privately held land) in trust for the community. Although the chief does not administer the chieftaincy, she does have powers to appoint headpersons of villages and approve certain decisions of the civil administration for e.g. the sale of land.



