
Risk, safety and consent in blood services

Topic guides for interviews and focus groups (3 pages)
Interviews with regulators, policy makers, and professionals 
Role in relation to the supply of blood for health care/ blood services

Perspective on consent and blood transfusion
Perspective on the risks involved in receiving/not receiving blood transfusion
Procurement of blood 
Understandings of blood 
Risk and safety 
Horizon scanning 

Interviews with staff/committee members of patient groups 

Context of their work- i.e. patient experiences and concerns for this group
Experiences of advising those who receive blood transfusion/ components
Consent and information 
Perspectives on risks involved in receiving/not receiving blood transfusion? 

Procurement of blood

Understandings of blood  
Risk and safety 
Focus group with people who have received blood in the past
Introduction
We will present a brief introduction to our research and also explain what we mean by blood transfusion. (Blood components-such as platelets and fresh plasma- are included in this term as well as whole blood).
 We anticipate that this introduction may lead to some general discussion about blood before moving on to the specific topics below.
Experience and context of receiving blood transfusion/blood components
Process and experience of consenting to receive blood transfusion
Information received in the course of treatment with blood
Consent to blood transfusion

Understanding of blood 
Procurement of blood 

Risk, confidence and trust 
Debrief
Before thanking participants some information will be provided about the very low risk of anything going wrong as a result of blood transfusion and about the work undertaken by blood services professionals and regulators to minimise adverse effects.1
� Source: DBL McClelland, Ed. (2007) Handbook of Transfusion Medicine, published by UK Blood Services/The Stationery Office. 
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