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Pilot
Set up the interview, explain process and stages

· Ensure that the participants have read the interview guide

· Sign the consent forms

· Explain that the interview will be like a guided conversation based around their experience; about mapping circles 

· Explain that at the very end I will ask you to fill in a short questionnaire to collect some demographic data

· I talk into the microphone, introduce the participants (for the sake of transcription)

Becoming a grandparent
C heck dates

· Tell me about when you found out that you were going to become a grandparent. 
· What was this like for you? 

· At what stage [pre or post conception] did your daughter/son and her partner tell you that they were going to try for/have a baby? 

The donor conception
· Tell me about how your grandchild was conceived.

· Tell me about when you found out that your grandchild was donor conceived. Tell me about what that was like?

· Did you talk to anyone else about this at the time?
Have you talk to anyone about this later?

· Your family
In this study we are interested in hearing about how families share information about donor conception. 
· Please tell me about your family 

· Sisters, brothers
· Children, grandchildren

· Wider family 

· How often are you in contact/do you see each other? 

· In what sort of occasion would you normally see each other?

Relationships to people in your family

Filling in the concentric circles. Interviewee places people (e.g. mother/sister) on the diagram according to felt emotional closeness. 

· Your daughter and grandchild

· What is your relationship like with [sibs, children, grandchildren]? 

· Who are the people you feel close and distant to?

· When you need support, who do you call?
· Are there people in your family that you didn’t put on the map?

Sharing information about donor conception
· How do you feel about telling people in your family about this? If difficult, what?

· When do you choose to tell?

· Do people in the wider family know about your daughter having a baby with another woman? In-laws? Tell me about this. (Refer to concentric circles PROMPTS). 

· How did people react? Your husband? Other children? 
· Are there people whom you haven’t told? 

Sharing information with the child

· Does your grandchild know about the donor?

· Do you think that he/she should be told? 

 Being related/resemblances/inheritance
· Do you ever think of the fact that your grandchild is donor conceived in your day-to-day life? When would that be? 
· Family resemblances. People often see likeness with family members when children are born. Is your grandchild like anybody in the extended family? 
· Does this raise any issues around inheritance for you?
· How have family members received your grandchild? Is she/he treated the same as any other child PROMPT: Christmas. 

If roles were reversed
· Would you have felt differently do you think if this was/wasn’t your biological grandchild?

· Would people in your family have felt differently about the child?

The child’s other grandparents

· Do you ever meet the relatives on the other side?

· What is your relationship with them? 

· Have you got a sense of how they have reacted to becoming grandparents in this way?

Telling others about becoming and being a grandparent
· How do you feel about telling others about this? If difficult, what?

· When do you choose to tell?

· At work

· Friends/ Neighbours

· Local community/neighbourhood?
· Church?
The donor/donors

· Do you know the donor/what do you know about him/her?

· Can the child find out who he is? Is that important?

· Are you interested in finding out about the donor?

·  How would you feel about contacts being made? How would you feel about his/her family?

· Do you ever talk about the donor? 
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