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Set up the interview, explain process and stages

· Ensure that participants have read the interview guide

· Sign the consent forms

· Explain that the interview will be like a guided conversation based around their experience; about mapping circles 

· Explain that at the very end I will ask you to fill in a short questionnaire to collect some demographic data

· I talk into the microphone, introduce the participants (for the sake of transcription)

Background information 

· Describe your immediate family. No of children? All donor conceived?

· Date of birth of each child

· Would you please clarify for me the gamete donation procedures you went through?

Going back to the beginning

Explain our interest in how couples share information about DC and in the whole process around whether to tell family and also friends. Check dates.
· Clinic/non-clinical process? Choosing donor? Involved/not?

· Talk to anyone about sharing info? [PROMPT: Advice at clinic? Reading? Talking to others? The Internet?] 

· Support in the process?

Views on sharing information about DC

· In your view, is it important to tell your child about DC? 

· Is it important to tell members of your families about DC? (Please explain. Who in family needs to know?)

· Have you taken steps to tell the child or thought about whether you would like to tell him/her in the future?

· Have you taken steps to tell people in your family or thought about whether and what you might like to tell them in the future?

Mapping your family

Filling in the concentric circles. 

· What is your relationship like with [mum, dad, aunt etc – ask a bit more about each relationship]? 

· How often are you in contact/do you see each other? 

· In what sort of occasion would you normally see each other? 

· Are there occasions when both of your families meet together?

Sharing information with family members

· Do members of your families know that you have a child together as a couple?

· How does this relate to you coming out to your family/ies?

· Interconnectedness lesbian couple/use a donor

Sharing information with fam members 2

· Have you told family members about your donor conception? Tell me about this. (Refer to concentric circles PROMPTS: Who, why, when, what said). 

· Please tell me about how they reacted. Was it like you imagined it would be?

· Did it ever get difficult when you told family members? Decisions around not telling/future telling. Affecting relationships with family members? What might it be like to tell?

Sharing information within families 

How information is managed across the family network

· Some know and some don’t know?

· Have you negotiated with people about whether they can tell others and/or how much they can tell? 

· Are there people you don’t want to know about this?

· How do you experience seeing those who don’t know? E.g. family occasions when some know/some don’t?

· How do you feel about those who have not reacted well? 
Everyday life

· How does being a lesbian couple and having used donor conception affect your everyday life? Is one issue bigger than the other? Please give examples. 

· Some families tend to comment on how similar or different people look to each other. Is your son/daughter like anybody in the extended family? Do people in your family comment on likeness for example. What is all this like for you? Please give examples.

Everyday life 2

· Do people forget that your child is donor conceived?

· How do you feel your relatives have received you as a family? How have they received your child? Is she/he treated the same as any other grandchild, niece etc? PROMPT: Christmas. Please give examples.
· Has DC raised any issues around inheritance?

· Has being open with your parents made your relationship better, or worse? Do you think relationships change by telling/not telling?

The donor/donors

· Do you ever think about the donor or have conversations in your family about him/her? Please tell me about what that is like.

·  Interest in contacting the donor in the future or donor siblings in the Donor Sibling Registry?

· How would you feel about contacts being made? How would you feel about his/her family?

· Is this something spoken about in your families?

Telling others

Telling others about the donor conception?

· Friends (Please give examples)

· Teachers, or at school

· Doctors

· Neighbours

· Whose information is this to tell?

· Any particular [public] occasion when the issue of DC comes up for you? When would that be?

· There is this whole idea now that you should tell people about donor conception. How do you feel about that?

· The value and use of support groups in talking about donor conception?
Privacy

· Sometimes sharing information about DC can feel like your share information about things which are very private. How do you feel about people knowing things that might actually be very private? (E.g. how you had your child)
· Do you think there is a difference between keeping some things private, and keeping secrets? What in your mind would the difference be between privacy and secrecy? 
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