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1.	Contents
The file contains SIC07 codes for the organisations on the list provided to TSRC by CoopsUK in July 2010.

2.	Data Sources
CoopsUK maintain a list of co-operative organisations operating in the UK, a copy of which was kindly provided to the Third Sector Research Centre (TSRC) for research purposes in July 2010. There were 12,700 organisations on the list at the time.

Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes have not previously been available for the majority of the organisations. The exception is those organisations which are or were registered as companies, for which Companies House data usually provides an SIC code. (The handful of obsolete 4-digit SIC03 or even SIC92 codes still in Companies House records were translated to SIC07.)

Many of the organisations on the list are registered as Mutual Societies with the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). Although the FCA does not SIC-code these societies, the FCA serial number contains a suffix, which in certain cases can be used to indicate a suitable SIC code.

3.	TSRC Classification
TSRC endeavoured to SIC-code the remaining organisations (just over 80% of the total), making maximum use of whatever data were available. TSRC Birmingham started the coding process, concentrating on the subset of ‘eligible’ Coops (that is, organisations on the list assessed by CoopsUK as being eligible for membership of that organisation). TSRC Southampton then extended that process to the rest of the listed organisations.

This coding relied on a number of criteria: CoopsUK had identified the industry sector in which some of the organisations worked, and provided a partial ‘member classification’ which in some cases indicated an SIC code. In most remaining cases, coding relied on the interpretation of key words or phrases in the organisation’s name, a process in which the University of Warwick’s CASCOT software was most useful.

3.1	Partial classification
In a number of cases, even when the information available was insufficient for a precise SIC07 code, a partial code could be determined: for example, although SIC07 offers codes for several dozen specific farming activities, if all that was known was that an organisation was a farm, it could still be coded 01000, taking advantage of the hierarchical structure of the SIC system (all farming codes start 01).

3.2	Remaining unclassified organisation
Inevitably, a small number of organisations remained for which coding was not possible from the information available. These would need investigation on an individual basis, for which the resource was not available. Accordingly, 432 (3.4%) of the organisations in the file remain uncoded.

3.3	SIC07 Group
SIC07 codes lie within 21 defined ‘groups’ or ‘sections’, identified by a name and a code letter. A variable in the file indicates the group within which each encoded organisation lies.

4.	File Structure
The file contains organisation identifiers (Coops UK serial number, organisation name, and postcode where provided), the SIC07 code, the SIC ‘group’ within which that code lies, and a ‘source’ variable to indicate the primary data source upon which the coding relied.

The (Stata) file structure is given below:

Contains data from CoopsUK_SIC07codes.dta
  obs:        12,700                          
 vars:             6
 size:     1,943,100                          
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
               storage  display     value
variable name    type   format      label        variable label
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
OrganisationName str115 %115s                    CoopsUK name
OrgId            str9   %9s                      CoopsUK serial
Cooppostcode     str19  %19s                     CoopsUK postcode
SIC07            str5   %9s                      SIC07 code
SIC07gp          float  %124.0g     SIC07gp      SIC07 group
SIC07source      byte   %26.0g      SIC07source  SIC07 code source
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.	Links

CoopsUK
http://www.uk.coop/

Companies House ‘live’ companies data download:
http://download.companieshouse.gov.uk/en_output.html

Companies House online look-up (WebCHeck)
http://wck2.companieshouse.gov.uk//wcframe?name=accessCompanyInfo

FCA Mutual Societies introduction
http://www.fca.org.uk/firms/firm-types/mutual-societies

FCA Mutual Societies online look-up
https://mutuals.fsa.gov.uk/

CASCOT coding software (Warwick Institute for Employment Research, University of Warwick)
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/ier/software/cascot/purchase-new/

