Crossmatches Between Lists of Third Sector Organisations

Files:	CCcharities_organisation_matches.dta
	OSCRcharities_organisation_matches.dta
	FCAmutual_societies_organisation_matches.dta
	CoopsUK_organisation_matches.dta
	CHcompanies_organisation_matches.dta

1.	Contents
The files contain standard serial numbers indicating crossmatches between organisations found in five different lists, each wholly or partly comprising Third Sector Organisations.

Each file is based upon one of those lists (as indicated in the filename), and for each organisation on the list provided, shows the serial number(s) of matching organisations in each of the other four lists.

2.	Background
Much research on Third Sector Organisations (TSOs) concentrates on charities, but there are other types of TSOs. The Third Sector Research Centre (TSRC) acquired lists of, or containing, TSOs of various types. Many of the organisations appear on more than one list: Industrial and Provident Societies are listed by both the FCA (Financial Conduct Authority) and Companies House, some charities are also registered as companies, some are registered in both England and Wales (Charity Commission) and Scotland (Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator). TSOs take a variety of legal forms, therefore, and we do not impose a definition ourselves. This file simply records the outcome of our efforts to cross-reference listings from regulatory bodies. We are pursuing further work on the classification of these organisations, and on whether or not all of them comply with particular definitions of the third sector. 

Some of these lists already contain links to each other, but these are not always complete – that’s not a primary objective of any of the list providers – so TSRC sought to identify as many inter-list matches as possible, and to build up a record of crosslinks between the original source lists.

Additionally, sometimes organisations occur more than once in the same list. Occasionally this results from an erroneous duplicate listing, but mostly it arises because an organisation’s registration number changes as a result of a change of legal form. TSRC has also sought to identify such within-list matches.

3.	Data Sources
3.1	Charity Commission
The majority of charities which operate within England and Wales are legally obliged to register with the Charity Commission (CC), whose data are now available publicly.  

3.2	Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
All organisations wishing to operate as charities in Scotland must be registered with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR). A list of all currently-registered Scottish charities was provided by OSCR to TSRC for research purposes in August 2011; this has been augmented in the work presented here by more recently-registered Scottish charities to which links were found in other source files.

3.3	Financial Conduct Authority
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) recently took over from FSA (Financial Services Authority) the regulation of mutual societies, and maintain a list of all mutual societies currently or previously registered. These include Industrial and Provident Societies (IPSs), credit unions, building societies and friendly societies. A copy of the list was provided to TSRC for research purposes in October 2013.

3.4	CoopsUK
Unlike the other data sources represented here, CoopsUK are not a regulator in a formal sense; instead they maintain a ‘watching brief’ on organisations within the UK which are, to some extent, ‘co-operative’ in the way they operate. CoopsUK kindly provided a copy of their list of co-operative organisations to TSRC for research purposes in July 2010.

3.5	Companies House
The majority of the organisations registered with, and/or regulated by, Companies House (CH) are for-profit organisations but some are of interest to third sector researchers, such as Community Interest Companies (CICs) and Companies Limited by Guarantee (CLGs) though the precise allocation of these to the third sector is a matter of judgement. CH also register Industrial and Provident Societies (IPSs), although regulation of those is the responsibility of the FCA, who also maintain a register of them.

Companies House offer, through their website, a complete list of ‘active’ registered companies as a free download, updated monthly. 

3.6	Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations
Although not a list provider per se, the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) assisted in the present work by kindly providing TSRC with a copy of their work-in-progress cross-match list linking OSCR and CC serial numbers of charities registered both sides of the Scottish border.

4.	Matching
Organisations were matched between lists by two main methods: cross-referencing serial numbers supplied explicitly or implicitly in the source data, and by matching of organisation names and locations. Within-list matching relied on matching of organisation names and locations.

4.1	Serial Numbers
In the former category, CoopsUK provide a range of cross-reference serial numbers, although at the time their dataset was provided to TSRC these links were incomplete; the Charity Commission also provide company numbers of charities which are registered as companies; and the reference numbers used by Companies House for IPSs are, in theory, systematically derived from those used by the FCA, although in practice the system has not always been applied consistently.

None of these cross-reference lists is complete, nor entirely accurate: as mentioned above, maintenance of such data is not the primary objective of any of the organisations which supplied lists to TSRC. What’s recorded can be regarded as ‘secondary’ data, collected from the organisation in question in annual returns or upon registration, but dependent for accuracy and completeness on the organisation itself, and not necessarily updated as the organisation evolves.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In any case, some other potential links are simply not recorded: charities that wish to operate in Scotland, and in England and Wales, must register with both OSCR and CC; but neither of those regulators recorded the other’s serial numbers for such organisations at the time the present data files were provided.

Those serial number matches which were provided were not simply taken on trust; all were checked by a comparison of organisation names and/or locations, and anomalies resolved. Most of these numbers were manually recorded in the first place, and many have been manually transcribed since; so it should be no surprise that occasionally digits are omitted, duplicated or transposed.

4.2	Names and locations
As mentioned above, serial number matches were cross-checked by reference to organisation names and locations (postcodes); those data were also used to seek additional matches, or as a primary matching criterion when no serial number cross-reference list was available. Name matches were sought based on ‘cleaned’ versions of the organisation names, ie disregarding punctuation, capitalisation, conjunctions &c; and postcode matches were sought at the postcode district level. Prospective matches thus identified were then subject to validation – either as exact matches (name and/or postcode identical), or by identification of a correction to a previously-untraceable cross-match serial number, or (occasionally) by specific investigation of the name, location and registration history of the organisations involved.

4.3	Second-order matches
With five primary lists of organisations, second-order (and further) matches may also be identified: if A on list 1 is linked to B on list 2, and B on list 2 is linked to C on list 3, then A must be linked to C; and so on. All such second- (and further-) order matches have been identified and validated in each of these files; second-order matching has been employed as a check on some name/location matches, and in certain cases as a primary matching method.

4.4	Multiple matches
The matching of organisations between lists is not a simple 1:1 process; all of the original lists appear to contain at least some multiple listings of the same organisation. This is not indicative of errors in the data, there are many reasons why an organisation might register more than once: if it changes legal form (say from an IPS to a CLG) then it will have to de-register with FCA, and its registration number with CH will change; should it then convert back to an IPS, it will receive a new FCA serial. If a CC-registered charity changes its legal form, that will also involve de- and re-registration.

So for each of the five primary lists provided, the corresponding file here shows any known alternative identities within that list, and all the identities each organisation has ever had on any of the other four lists.

4.5	Changes through time
The preceding section has indicated that the same organisation may be registered in different ways with different bodies at different times in its history. The objective of the present files is not to indicate a ‘snapshot’ of which organisation was registered where at any given point in time, or even at one arbitrarily-chosen point; instead these files list all the registrations each organisation has ever held.

Most of the individual regulators record and can provide data on registration and de-registration dates, so that if only a contemporaneous set of links is required, that may be obtained simply by filtering the present data according to those dates.

5.	File Structures
Each file is based upon one of the source lists (as indicated in the filename), and contains variables holding alternative serial number(s) within that list, and the serial number(s) of the organisation in each of the other four sources.

Four of the files (CHcompanies_organisation_matches.dta is the exception) contain a complete list of all the organisations from that source known to TSRC – some of which, consequently, may not be linked with any of the other sources.

Companies House is the exception, because the full list of all companies ever registered runs to over 7.5million, a very small proportion of which might ever be regarded as Third Sector Organisations. Unlike the other files, therefore, the Companies House-indexed file contains only those companies (less than 1% of the total) which were matched to any of the other four lists.

For reference to organisations listed by one of the four regulators, only the regulators’ serial numbers, in their standard format, are given. In contrast, CoopsUK are not a regulator, and their serial numbers are not widely-used elsewhere. For that reason, the file based upon the list received from CoopsUK (CoopsUK_organisation_matches.dta) also contains organisation names and postcodes, as an aid to identification. Cross-matches to this list in the other files are identified only by their CoopsUK serial number, but of course that can simply be cross-referenced with this file to obtain name and postcode if required.

It was mentioned above that some organisations have multiple entries in some of the lists (resulting in multiple matches). The ‘primary’ list in each file (ie, the one by which the records are first identified, and which is mentioned in the filename) contains every serial number on that list, exactly once; if the organisation in question is matched to more than one serial in one of the other lists, then all of those matches will be indicated in that same record, as will any known alternative serial numbers within the primary list.

Consequently, therefore, some organisations are represented by more than one record in some files: for example, if a particular organisation has been, say, an IPS and a CLG at different times, those will have involved different company numbers. Each of those will have its own record in the file based on the Companies House data (CHcompanies_organisation_matches.dta), and each of those records will indicate the alternative company number by which the organisation is known; but those two company numbers will appear in the same record in each of the other files.

This means that any serial number, from any of the source lists, can be looked-up in the appropriate one of the five files here, and all links to other lists for that serial number will be found in a single record.

The (Stata) file structures are given below:

Contains data from CCcharities_organisation_matches.dta
  obs:       293,678                          
 vars:            14
 size:    29,367,800                          
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
              storage  display     value
variable name   type   format      label      variable label
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
regno           double %12.0g                 Charity Commission charity number
regno2          float  %9.0g                  Alternative CC number
regno3          float  %9.0g                  Second alternative CC number
regno4          long   %12.0g                 Third alternative CC number
sc_num          str8   %9s                    OSCR charity number
sc_num2         str8   %9s                    Second OSCR charity number if multiple match
CoopsUK_ID      str9   %9s                    CoopsUK identifier Org Id
CoopsUK_ID2     str9   %9s                    Second CoopsUK identifier if multiple match
companynumber   str8   %9s                    Companies House company number
companynumber2  str8   %9s                    Second CH company number if multiple match
companynumber3  str8   %9s                    Third CH company number if multiple match
companynumber4  str8   %9s                    Fourth CH company number if multiple match
soc_num         str7   %9s                    FCA Mutual Society number
soc_num2        str7   %9s                    Second FCA number if multiple match
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contains data from CHcompanies_organisation_matches.dta
  obs:        64,646                          
 vars:            15
 size:     6,852,476                          
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
              storage  display     value
variable name   type   format      label      variable label
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
companynumber   str8   %9s                    CompanyNumber
companynumber2  str8   %9s                    Alternative company number
companynumber3  str8   %9s                    Second alternative company number
companynumber4  str8   %9s                    Third alternative company number
regno           long   %12.0g                 Charity Commission charity number
regno2          long   %12.0g                 Second CC charity number if multiple match
regno3          long   %12.0g                 Third CC charity number if multiple match
regno4          long   %12.0g                 Fourth CC charity number if multiple match
CoopsUK_ID      str9   %9s                    CoopsUK identifier Org Id
CoopsUK_ID2     str9   %9s                    Second CoopsUK identifier if multiple match
CoopsUK_ID3     str9   %9s                    Third CoopsUK identifier if multiple match
sc_num          str8   %9s                    OSCR charity number
sc_num2         str8   %9s                    Second OSCR charity number if multiple match
soc_num         str8   %9s                    FCA Mutual Society number
soc_num2        str7   %9s                    Second FCA number if multiple match
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contains data from CoopsUK_organisation_matches.dta
  obs:        12,700                          
 vars:            14
 size:     2,794,000                          
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
              storage  display     value
variable name   type   format      label      variable label
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CoopsUK_ID      str9   %9s                    CoopsUK identifier Org Id
CoopsUK_ID2     str9   %9s                    Alternative CoopsUK identifier
CoopsUK_ID3     str9   %9s                    Second alternative CoopsUK identifier
CoopsUK_OrgName str115 %115s                  CoopsUK Organisation Name
CoopsUK_postc~e str19  %19s                   CoopsUK postcode, cleaned
soc_num         str8   %9s                    FCA Mutual Society number
soc_num2        str7   %9s                    Second FCA number if multiple match
sc_num          str8   %9s                    OSCR charity number
regno           float  %9.0g                  Charity Commission charity number
regno2          float  %9.0g                  Second CC charity number if multiple match
regno3          float  %9.0g                  Third CC charity number if multiple match
companynumber   str8   %9s                    Companies House company number
companynumber2  str8   %9s                    Second CH company number if multiple match
companynumber3  str8   %9s                    Third CH company number if multiple match
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contains data from FCAmutual_societies_organisation_matches.dta
  obs:        28,069                          
 vars:            12
 size:     2,638,486                          
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
              storage  display     value
variable name   type   format      label      variable label
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
soc_num         str10  %10s                   FCA Mutual Society number
soc_num2        str9   %9s                    Alternative FCA number
CoopsUK_ID      str9   %9s                    CoopsUK identifier Org Id
CoopsUK_ID2     str9   %9s                    Second CoopsUK identifier if multiple match
CoopsUK_ID3     str9   %9s                    Third CoopsUK identifier if multiple match
regno           long   %12.0g                 Charity Commission charity number
regno2          long   %12.0g                 Second CC charity number if multiple match
companynumber   str8   %9s                    Companies House company number
companynumber2  str8   %9s                    Second CH company number if multiple match
companynumber3  str8   %9s                    Third CH company number if multiple match
companynumber4  str8   %9s                    Fourth CH company number if multiple match
sc_num          str8   %9s                    OSCR charity number
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contains data from OSCRcharities_organisation_matches.dta
  obs:        23,425                          
 vars:            12
 size:     1,967,700                          
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
              storage  display     value
variable name   type   format      label      variable label
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
sc_num          str8   %9s                    OSCR charity number
sc_num2         str8   %9s                    Alternative OSCR number
companynumber   str8   %9s                    Companies House company number
companynumber2  str8   %9s                    Second CH company number if multiple match
companynumber3  str8   %9s                    Third CH company number if multiple match
regno           float  %9.0g                  Charity Commission charity number
regno2          float  %9.0g                  Second CC charity number if multiple match
regno3          float  %9.0g                  Third CC charity number if multiple match
soc_num         str7   %9s                    FCA Mutual Society number
soc_num2        str7   %9s                    Second FCA number if multiple match
CoopsUK_ID      str9   %9s                    CoopsUK identifier Org Id
CoopsUK_ID2     str9   %9s                    Second CoopsUK identifier if multiple match
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6.	Links

Charity Commission
https://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/

OSCR
http://www.oscr.org.uk/

FCA Mutual Societies introduction
http://www.fca.org.uk/firms/firm-types/mutual-societies

FCA Mutual Societies online look-up
https://mutuals.fsa.gov.uk/

CoopsUK
http://www.uk.coop/

Companies House ‘live’ companies data download:
http://download.companieshouse.gov.uk/en_output.html

Companies House online look-up (WebCHeck)
http://wck2.companieshouse.gov.uk//wcframe?name=accessCompanyInfo

SCVO
http://www.scvo.org.uk/


