Charity Commission Income and Expenditure data 1985-2012

File: FinHist8512.dta

1.	Contents
The financial history data file contains income and expenditure data for charities registered with the Charity Commission. The Charity Commission’s standard data extracts currently include data for the most recent years, so the purpose of this file is to augment those with over 20 years’ of earlier data.

2.	Background
Since the early years of the twenty-first century, the Charity Commission have recorded the income and expenditure data of the charities they regulate in a standard format, the so-called ‘Financial History’ files.

Prior to that, data were recorded at various times in a variety of formats, as the Charity Commission experimented with various methods for electronic recording and archiving of charity data.

The present file combines data recovered from those earlier files (1985-2001) with data from the earliest ‘Financial History’ files (2002-2006) and more recent copies of the register to make a complete record in a consistent format.

3.	Data Sources
The Third Sector Research Centre (TSRC) has received regular data extracts from the Charity Commission for some time, and has maintained a continuous archive of the financial data in these extracts; this archive forms the basis of the 2002-2006 data in the present file.

For data relating to financial years ending in 1985-2001, which were recorded prior to the establishment of the Charity Commission’s current data regime, a process of data recovery was necessary.  The remainder of this document summarises that process.

4.	Recovered Financial Data Files
Snapshot copies of various pre-2002 Charity Commission data files appear to have been supplied to the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) from time to time. These archived files – some believed lost – have recently been recovered, and NCVO kindly supplied copies to the Third Sector Research Centre (TSRC), where the data were extracted, validated and combined to contribute to the file described here.

These archived files date back to the earliest days in which the Charity Commission were recording bulk data electronically. The database software used, and the file storage media, varied from one year to the next as a reliable and efficient system was being established. The earliest of these files was created in or around 1993; the data they contain goes back a few more years, though availability is very sparse prior to 1990.

From the earliest part of the period in question, a couple of small files survive containing either income or expenditure data; the larger, more recent files (from about 1995 onwards) followed a more or less stable system, under which income and expenditure data were stored in separate files, in different formats.

4.1	Income data
Income data were stored in a file that most closely resembled the present extract_charity file provided by the Commission, in that it contained one record per charity, comprising various descriptive information for the charity, including one income value (the most recent, presumably). This file appears to have served as a ‘live’ register, snapshots of which were recorded from time to time.

For present purposes, the biggest disadvantage with this approach was that income data in the file were only updated as and when new information was received; in the absence of an update, an old income value could remain in the file for a number of years, and thus be archived in several different ‘snapshot’ files. This could give the false impression that a particular charity’s income was exactly the same for several years running, when in fact the truth is that the earliest-occurring value is the ‘true’ one, and the later repetitions are simply indicative of the lack of an update.

4.2	Expenditure data
In contrast to income data, expenditures were primarily stored in dedicated files more like the Charity Commission’s current extract_financial (financial history) format, in which each charity could be represented by several records, each record indicating one expenditure value and the date it referred to.

Unlike the method used to record income data (as described above), this has the advantage that each datum is explicitly associated with a date; the primary disadvantage was that fewer of these files had been archived.

4.3	File formats
The recovered files conformed to various data storage formats, including SPSS, dBase (popular in the mid-90s) and the obsolete DataEase for DOS[footnoteRef:1], the files in which had also become corrupted and interwoven, but which it was possible to reconstruct by interrogation of the raw binary data, with minimal losses. [1:  DataEase still exists, but the present database package has only the name in common with the DOS version current when the data tape was archived; at the time of the work reported here, no utility for conversion could be found, and in any case the corruption and entangling of the files would have rendered automatically-recovered results questionable.] 


5.	Data Recovery Process
Because of the fragmented and piecemeal nature of the recovered files, a comprehensive process of consolidation and validation was necessary before the resulting data could be considered trustworthy.

A significant element of this, particularly with regard to income data recovered from ‘register’ type files, was the elimination of spurious data repetition. Other checks considered consistency of data, and identification of data entry errors – numeric dates entered in place of monetary amounts, for example.

The primary objective was not to ‘reconstruct’ wrong data to make it right – generally that would be too speculative a process to be reliable, although sometimes it was unambiguously possible – but instead to identify and eliminate erroneous or questionable data, so that what remained was the reliable portion of what had been recovered. Generally the proportions eliminated were small, the exception being the later register-type files, where much repetition of income data from one snapshot to the next was not uncommon.

The present file is combined from all the recovered validated data, with a structure based on that used by Charity Commission for their present extract_financial (financial history) files. Each record in the file refers to a particular charity (identified by its register number, regno) and a particular period (usually a year, though variations occur) identified by a start and end date; and contains the charity’s income and/or expenditure (availability depending) for that period. The source of each income and expenditure datum in the file is also indicated. As with the present financial history files, there are likely to be a number of records for each individual charity, each referring to a different period of time.

6.	File Structure
Each record in the file is identified by the Charity Commission register number (regno) of the charity to which it refers, and the time period referred to, in a simple numeric format. Each record then contains the income and/or expenditure for that period, depending on availability. Only records containing at least one of income or expenditure are included – there are no records in which both are missing.

For convenience, the year in which the indicated date range ends is also given; and finally the source of the income and/or expenditure datum is indicated.

Note that changes in legal status may mean that a charity re-registers, under a different number, and for completeness, we have provided a copy of a file summarising such changes recorded on the Commission’s database. 

The (Stata) file structure is given overleaf.

Contains data from FinHist8512.dta
obs:     2,502,654                          
vars:             8                          23 Sep 2014 17:44
size:   110,116,776                          
	
storage   display    value
[bookmark: _GoBack]variable name   type    format     label      variable label
	
regno           double  %9.0g                 CC register number
fystart         float   %td                   
fyend           float   %td                   
year            float   %9.0g                 From financial data year end
income          double  %9.0g                 Validated income data (£)
expend          double  %9.0g                 Validated expenditure data (£)
incsource       float   %42.0g     datasource
Income data source file
expsource       float   %42.0g     datasource
Expenditure data source file
7.	Links

Charity Commission
https://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/

NCVO
http://www.ncvo.org.uk/

SPSS
http://www-01.ibm.com/software/uk/analytics/spss/

dBase
http://www.dbase.com/

Data Ease
http://www.dataease.com/dg3_FrontPage/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DataEase

