Hanging Out in Belfast

Your teachers or parents have agreed that you may take part in this research but we want to make sure that you agree to this as well.  You don’t have to fill in this questionnaire.  We hope you will as we want to hear what you think.  If you do fill in the questionnaire we will take it that you agree to take part in the research.  There is nowhere on the booklet for you to write your name so all your answers will be anonymous and it will not be possible for anyone to identify you or the school you attend.  

Part One: We want to start with some general questions about you and where you live: 

1. Please tick the boxes that describe you 
   
(
I am a girl

( 
I am a boy
   

   (     

I am a Catholic   (    
I am a Protestant
    (

I am neither a Catholic nor Protestant

   (





2. Do you consider yourself to be a member of minority ethnic group?  

Yes



(

No

    ( 

3. If you answered yes to question 2 how would you describe yourself?

___________________________________________________

4. Do you think Belfast is a good place to grow up in if you are from a 
minority ethnic group? 



(
Yes



(
No



(
5. Do you live in: 
North Belfast (tell us where)___________________________ 

South Belfast (tell us where)___________________________
West Belfast (tell us where)___________________________ 

East Belfast (tell us where)____________________________
Outside Belfast (tell us where)_________________________
6. Would the area you live in by described as: 
(
Working Class


(
Middle Class



(
Other (please describe) ____________________________
7. Would you say that the area that you live in is: (
An all or nearly all Protestant 


(



An or nearly all Catholic 
area


(
A mixed Catholic and Protestant area
(
An Interface Area




(
Don’t know





(
8. Are there any peace walls near where you live?   (
Yes



(
No



(




9. Where you live do you mostly hang around with?    (
Catholics


(

Protestants


(
Both



(
10. Do you have friends from minority ethnic groups?  (
     Yes



(
     No



(
11. Tell us the places in your neighbourhood where you most often hang around with your friends


12. Do you feel safe in your neighbourhood?          (
Yes


(
No


(
Most of the time
(
13. What places, if any, in your neighbourhood do you avoid because they make you feel less safe? 

14. Could you give us an example of something that happened to make you feel unsafe in your neighbourhood?

15. When you see the police in your neighbourhood does it make you feel:






(
More safe




(


Less safe




(
Doesn’t make any difference

(
16. Would you explain your answer to the last question about the police?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Is your school in or close to the neighbourhood where you live?  (
Yes





(
No





(
18. Have you ever felt unsafe going to and from school?       (
Yes





(






No





(
19. If you have ever felt unsafe going to and from school would you describe what made you feel like this?


20. Do you ever go into Belfast city centre wearing your school uniform? 
Yes



(
No



(
21. Do you feel safe in the city centre wearing your school uniform?  (
Yes



(


 

No



(





Most of the time

(


22. Why do you think young people might not feel safe wearing their school uniform in the city centre?

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

( Thanks for completing Part 1. Part 2 which is about mobile phones and the Internet starts on the next page.                  
Part 2: Using mobile phones and the Internet:  We know that you keep in contact with friends by using your mobile phone (if you have one) or the Internet, so we want to ask you some questions about this.
1. Do you have a mobile phone? 


(
Yes





(
No, but I would like one


(
No, and I don’t want one


(
2. If you have a mobile phone how often do you use it to keep in contact with friends?
___________________________________________________
3. Have you ever felt unsafe because anybody can contact you on the mobile phone? 




(
Yes





(

No





(
4. If you said yes would you tell us about a time when you felt unsafe?
_____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Do your parents call/text you on your mobile phone to keep in contact with you or check where you are? 
(
Yes




(


No




(
6. Do you think your parents allow you more freedom because they can keep in contact with you by mobile phone?   (
Yes




(
No




(
7. How do you feel about your parents being able to keep in contact with you in this way? 

8. Do you have access to the Internet at home?    (
Yes




(
No




(
9. How often would you use the Internet to keep in touch with your friends?

___________________________________________________

10. Have you ever made new friends on the Internet? 

(
Yes





(
No





(
11. If you have made new friends would you tell us about this?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Have you ever felt unsafe using the Internet? 

(
Yes




(
No




(
13. If you have ever felt unsafe using the Internet would you tell us about that

14. Do you think the Internet would be a good way for Catholics and Protestants to make friends?



(
Yes



(
No.



(
15. Tell us why you think the Internet is a good or not a good way for Catholics and Protestants to make friends?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

( Thanks, that’s part 2 finished. Part 3 which is about the ‘troubles’ starts on the next page.
Part 3:The Troubles: In this section we want to get an idea of what you know about the ‘troubles’ and find out if you think attitudes are changing
1. Why do you think the ‘troubles’ between Catholic and Protestants started in the first place and kept going for all those years?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do your parents ever talk to you about the ‘troubles’?     (
Yes




(
No




(






3. Do you ever learn about the ‘troubles’ in school?

(
Yes




(
No




(
4. Do you think it is important to learn about the ‘troubles’?
(
Yes




(
No




(
5. Do you think the ‘troubles’ are over?

(
Yes




(



No




(
Hope so




(
6. It is sometimes suggested that it is the fault of teenagers that there is still trouble in Belfast because it is young people who are involved in sectarian fighting/rioting. What do you think?

7. Do you think your attitude to people of other religions is different than your parents or the older generation?


(
Yes




(
No




(
8. If you think your attitudes are different can you explain in what way they are different and what/who makes you think differently?


9. Would you marry someone who wasn’t the same religion as you?  (
Yes




(
No




(
Don’t think so


(
10. Would you tell us why you would or would not marry someone who wasn’t the same religion as you?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Would you marry someone who was from a minority ethnic group?    

Yes




(
No




(
Don’t think so


(
12. Would you explain your answer to question 11?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Do you think you will still be living in Belfast/Northern Ireland in 5 years time?




(
Yes




(
No




(
Don’t know



(
14. Can you explain why you think you might still be living here or why you might be living somewhere else in 5 years? 


15. Have you ever visited or seen a peace wall?

(


Yes




(


No




(



16. Do you think having peace walls in Belfast is:


(

A good idea




(
A bad idea




(
Never thought about it


(
17. Please explain your answer to the last question about peace walls.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. If you lived in an interface area would you want a peace wall there? 

Yes





(
No





(

Don’t know




(
19. What do you think needs to happen before the peace walls can come down?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

20. What do you think would be a reasonable timeframe for the peace walls to come down? 




(




Right away






(
In about 2 – 5 years




(
In about 10 years




(
I don’t think they should ever come down
(
21. If the walls do come down what do you think could be done to encourage people to get together?


22. Do you think it is good that people mark where they live with Union Jacks, Tricolours or murals?

(
Yes




(
No




(
23. Can you please explain why you think marking areas out with flags and emblems is good ( or not so good (?


24. Are there spaces in Belfast where you can meet up and it doesn’t matter if you are a Catholic or a Protestant? Please tell us where

25. Are there spaces in Belfast where you would feel uncomfortable because you are a Protestant or a Catholic? Please tell us where

( Thanks, that’s part 3 finished. Part 4 which is about adults and teenagers starts on the next page.
Part 4: Adults and Teenagers: In this section we want to find out what you suppose adults think about teenagers in your neighbourhood and the city centre.

1. What do you suppose adults think about you and your friends when they see you hanging about in your neighbourhood?
During the day
______________________________________________________________________________________________________At night time _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What do you think about the following statement: When I go into my local shop/shopping centre with my friends other shoppers are suspicious of us and think we are going to cause trouble. 

(


I agree




(
I disagree



(
3. What do you think about the following statement: When I go into my local shop/shopping centre with my friends people working there are suspicious of us and think we are going to cause trouble

(
I agree




(
I disagree



(
4. Can you please finish off these sentences When I am in the city centre with my friends 

Teenagers who don’t know us think we are 
___________________________________________________

Adult shoppers think we are

___________________________________________________

People working in shops think we are

___________________________________________________

Security guards think we are

___________________________________________________
5. Have you ever been asked to move on in a shopping centre or when you have been hanging around the street or the city centre?
(
Yes




(
No




(
6. If you have been asked to move on how did it make you feel? 

7. How do you think adults judge you? What sort of things about you and/or your friends influence the way adults treat you or think about you? 

8. What sort of things about other teenagers influence the way you treat them or think about them?


( Thanks, that’s part 4 finished. Part 5 which is about Belfast’s City Centre starts on the next page.

Part 5: Belfast’s City Centre: We are interested to know what you think about Belfast’s city centre, how often you use it, what sort of things you do and if you think it is a good place for teenagers.

1. List a few of your favourite places in the city centre?

2. Why are these your favourite places?

3. Do you feel safe in each of these places? 

(
Yes





(
No





(
4. Are there places in the city centre that you don’t like going or that you avoid? 





(
Yes





(
No





(




5. What puts you off going to these places in the city centre?

6. How often do you go into the city centre?


(
Every weekday, it’s on my way home from school
(
A few days a week






(
Most Saturdays






(
A couple of times a month




(
I hardly ever go into the city centre


(
7. What sort of things make you want to go into the city centre?

8. What sort of things put you off going into the city centre?

9. Do you travel into the city centre with your friends or meet them when you get there? 





(
We generally travel in together


(
We generally meet up in the city centre

(
10. Where would you usually arrange to meet up?

___________________________________________________
11. Do you ever use the city centre at night? 

(
Yes




(
No




(
12. What sort of things would you use it for at night?

13. Do you feel different using the city centre during the day and at night time? 




(
Yes




(




No




(
14. In what ways do you feel different in the city centre at night?

15. What do you think about people from lots of different countries coming to live in Belfast? 

16. Has anyone ever called you names or made fun of you in the city centre because of:




(
The colour of your skin


(
The way you dress



(
Your religion




(
Other (please tell us what) __________________________

17. If you have been called names or made fun of can you please tell us about it and how it made you feel?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
( Thanks, that’s part 5 finished. Part 6 starts on the next page.

Part 6: Leisure: As well as just hanging about with your mates we are interested in other things that you do in your spare time.
1. Look at the list of places below and place them in order from 1 – 7 depending on how often you use them use, 1 being the place you use the most and 7 being the place you use the least. If you don’t use any of them or don’t know where they are just write that 
The Odyssey
 (     What do you do there ___________________

Waterfront
 (
What do you do there ___________________
Victoria Sq.
 (
What do you do there ___________________
Custom House 

Square

 (
What do you do there ____________________
    Castle Court
 (
What do you do there ____________________

    City Hall
 (     What do you do there ___________________
    Yorkgate
 (     What do you do there ___________________
2. Are there any other places in the city centre where you spend your leisure time which we haven’t mentioned? 
Yes
(    Where ____________________________

No.
(
3. Do you feel safe in all these places? 

(
Yes






(
No






(
Most of the time




(
4. What would make you feel unsafe in any of these places?
5. In the city centre would you feel safe wearing a football shirt or some other clothing or jewellery that might identify you as a Catholic or Protestant?



( (Tick one box only)

Yes








(
Yes, but only if I was with friends


(
No, but I would wear them in my
neighbourhood
(
No, I don’t own anything like that


(







6. Do you ever try to get into places that are for over 18s?

(
Yes






(
No






(
7. Do you ever use a fake ID to get into these places?
 

(

    Yes






(

    No







(
 






8. If yes, would you tell us why you want to go to these places and how hard/easy it is to get in?


9. Do you play any sports? 


(
Yes






(


No






(



10. If yes what sports do you play?

_____________________________________________________
11. Does being involved in sport give you any opportunities to mix with young people from other religions? 



(
Yes






(
No






(
12. Have you ever felt unsafe playing sport? 


(
Yes




(
No




(
13. Would you give us an example of a time when you felt unsafe playing sport?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. Do you ever go to sporting events? 



(
Yes




(
No




(
15. If you do what sort of sporting events do you go to and where are they held?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16. Would you describe for us any time when you felt unsafe attending these sporting events?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17. Have you ever been involved in activities to bring Catholics and Protestants together? 


(
Yes



(
No



(
18. Have you ever been involved in activities to bring minority ethnic groups together?

    Yes



(

    No




(
19. If you have been involved in these kinds of activities who organised them and where did they take place?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20. Tell us in what ways, if any, these activities made you think differently about Protestant, Catholics and minority ethnic groups

( Thanks, that’s part 6 finished. You will be glad to hear that the next section on the following page is the last!!!
Part 7: General Questions:  We want to finish by asking you some general stuff about growing up in Belfast.  

1. Do you think Belfast is a good place to grow up in?        (
Yes



(
No



(
2. Would you tell us why you think this? 

3. Do you think Belfast is a safe place to grow up in? 
    (
Yes



(
No



(
4. Would you tell us why you think this?


5. Belfast City Council says that Belfast is now a shared city. What do you think this means?

6. Do you think Belfast is a shared city? 

(
Yes




(
No




(
7. Please give us some reasons why you think Belfast is or isn’t a shared city.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. If you were in charge and you were asked to make Belfast a better city for teenagers, what would you do?

In the questionnaire we asked you about peace walls. Imagine that this page is a wall dividing two communities what would you put on it? Feel free to draw, write or both!

Well Done You Have Finished. ( Thanks very much for your help and if you have anything else you want to say we’d love to hear it.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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