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‘Conflict in Cities and the Contested State’ is a five-year research project started in October 2007 and funded by the UK Economic and Social Research Council. Researchers from three UK universities - Cambridge, Queen’s Belfast and Exeter - participate in the Project. The main focus of the research is on Belfast and Jerusalem. The aim is to analyse how these ‘divided cities’ have been shaped by ethnic, religious and national conflicts, and can play a role in transforming such conflicts. 
The questions that you have been asked to give your opinion on relate to one of the research modules – ‘From Conflict Management to Conflict Resolution’. The questions aim to explore the influence of changes in both formal policing and community-based management of contentious events in various urban spaces in Belfast over the wider process of conflict transformation. 
This interview should last about 30 minutes to an hour and, if you agree, it will be audio-taped. However, anything you say will only be used for research purposes and will be treated as confidential at all times. 
Your participation in any part of this study is entirely voluntary - you can withdraw at any time, just let me know. If at any point, you want more details on the project you can contact me and I will be happy to answer any questions you may have.
Thank you for your time,

Milena Komarova and Katy Hayward



