HE staff survey

Science Practical Work Survey

We are seeking the views, opinions and experiences about practical work held by staff in Higher Education institutions within the United Kingdom who have a role teaching first year undergraduates in Biological Science, Chemistry and Physics laboratories. We estimate the survey will take around 15 minutes to complete.

The study is led by Durham University’s Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM) and School of Education and is funded by the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, with a contribution from the Wellcome Trust. The project is part of an on-going programme of work by Gatsby, Wellcome and the Nuffield Foundation to understand and improve practical work in science education. Findings from the survey will provide evidence for consideration by all organisations active in science and education in the UK.

Your institution name is requested in the survey to keep track of participating institutions over the three-year period, but these will not be identified in any report. Although stating your name is optional, it would be very helpful if you would provide this so we can invite you to participate next year as well, to enable investigation of changes over time.. All information given to us, including all personal details, will be treated in the strictest of confidence in accordance with the Data Protection Act. The survey responses and results (with all personally identifiable information removed) will be made freely available at the end of the study, and will help researchers, funders, and policy makers to understand the views about practical work in science in the UK. When the survey responses and results of the study are published, your answers will be included with data provided by other people, no individual or institution will be identifiable from the research findings. The study has ethical clearance from Durham University’s School of Education Research Ethics Committee and is conducted in accordance with British Educational Research Association (2011) guidelines. Participants are completing the survey on a voluntary basis and may withdraw at any time.

Practical work is a long-standing component of science education. Thank you for your help in documenting how science practical work is delivered and any changes occurring over the lifetime of the study.

If you have any queries or comments about the survey or study as a whole, please contact research@cem.dur.ac.uk. 

Many thanks for your support of the study.

Vanessa Kind, Per Kind, Helen Cramman and Helen Gray

Durham University School of Education and Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM)
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To complete the survey, click on the start survey button below (please note that clicking on the “start survey” button below indicates that you consent to participating in the survey based on the information given on this page).
