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[bookmark: _GoBack]Statement of consent and confidentiality


[bookmark: _Toc349827789]Informed consent was key to this research.  The purpose of the research was clearly explained to participants both verbally and in writing (see sample information sheet), and written consent was obtained prior to participation (see sample consent form).

There are a number of anonymization issues arising from the data collection, predominantly relating to the small size of Scotland, the limited number of services working with young parents and a number of participants having easily identifiable job titles or personal characteristics e.g. being the only specialist midwife in a particular city, or the only male support worker in a particular area.  All participants chose their own pseudonyms, which are used throughout the transcripts.  To further protect anonymity, professionals have been identified only as working in a particular area (e.g. health worker, voluntary sector worker, or library worker) rather than the organisation which employs them.  Many young mothers were recruited through two organisations in particular, which have been assigned the pseudonyms Evanston and Glenbrook to protect the anonymity of participants.  A significant proportion of participants were recruited through the Family Nurse Partnership, but as this is a national service (and therefore the potential to identify participants is reduced) this service has not been assigned a pseudonym.  Other potentially identifying characteristics (such as specific health conditions etc.) have been changed as necessary.

