INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT (for Exempt Review)

STUDY INFORMATION SHEET
[A study on social & community opportunities]

You are invited to participate in a research study. The purpose of this study is to develop a Chinese
language version of the Social & Community Opportunities Profile (SCOPE-C).

INFORMATION

Participants consist of 210 users of mental health services and 50 mainland China immigrants to Hong
Kong. Two hundred and sixty questionnaires will be distributed. There will be three waves of data collection.
The second wave will be two weeks after the first wave and the third wave will be six months after the
second wave. The questionnaire will take about 20 minutes.

BENEFITS

The study will benefit the government and social service providers or NGOs in designing and enhancing
social services.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Number code will be used as the identifier. Responses will be treated as confidential and anonymous. Data
will be kept for two years and will then be destroyed.

COMPENSATION

HK $300 supermarket gift vouchers will be given to the participants that completed all three waves of survey.
The gift vouchers will be distributed in such way: completing the first wave ($50); completing the second
wave ($50); completing the third wave ($200). No payment will be given to the organizations that help in
recruiting interviewees.

CONTACT

If you have questions at any time about the study or the procedures, you may contact the researcher, Dr.
Kara Chan, at Room 905, CVA Building, Department of Communication Studies, Hong Kong Baptist
University, and (852) 3411 7836. If you feel you have not been treated according to the descriptions in this
form, or your rights as a participant in research have been violated during the course of this project, you may
contact the Committee on the Use of Human and Animal Subjects in Teaching and Research of the Hong
Kong Baptist University.

PARTICIPATION

Your participation in this study is voluntary; you may decline to participate without penalty. If you decide to
participate, you may withdraw from the study at any time without penalty. However, if you withdraw from the
study, you are not entitled to the compensation mentioned above. If you withdraw from the study before data
collection is completed your data will be destroyed.
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