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Information about a research project on
Families and individuals bereaved following the drug or alcohol related death of a relative or other close person
We are inviting you to take part in an interview as part of a research study.  This information sheet tells you about the research. Please take some time to read it carefully and think about taking part. A professional and/or a researcher (depending on how you found out about the project) will go through this with you and answer any questions you may have.  
Who is carrying out the research?

The study is being carried out by the University of Bath and the University of Stirling.  It is a three year study, funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), a government body that supports social research.  We have a number of experts, including bereaved family members, who advise the research team.   
What is the aim of the study?

The research study has two parts.  
1. First we want to find out more about the experiences and needs of people bereaved by the alcohol- or drug-related death of a person they were close to – a partner, a son or daughter, a parent or other close person.  We will conduct detailed interviews with up to 100 bereaved family members in South West England and various regions of Scotland. 
2. Then we will use what we find in the interviews to work with professionals (from both bereavement, and drug and alcohol services) and family members to develop a set of guidelines so that services can better support this group of bereaved people.  

Do I have to take part?
You do not have to take part in the research if you do not want to.  You can also stop participating in the research at any time and you do not have to give any reason for doing this.  Any decisions that you make about taking part in the study, or stopping your involvement, will not affect any help you are receiving from services.   

What does taking part involve?

Taking part in the research means being interviewed by an experienced researcher. If you decide to take part, then you will be asked to sign a consent form to say that you have agreed to be interviewed.     
Interviews will take place at a time and place convenient for you.   Interviews will be confidential, conducted in private and last between 30 and 90 minutes.  There will just be you and the interviewer, unless you would like someone else to be present with you.   
If necessary, we can help you with appropriate child care and/or travel costs so that you can get to a research interview. 

What are the positive and negatives about taking part?

We will be talking about very personal things so the interview may be difficult for you.  We do hope, however, that you will find it helpful to talk about your experiences.  If you do find the interview difficult then we can support you to find further help, and if you want we can take breaks during the interview or continue at another time.  If there are things that you do not wish to talk about then that is fine.  

Will taking part in this study be confidential?

Yes, everything you say will be confidential.  Information will be shared between members of the research team, but will not go any further. We may use quotes from your interviews when we write up our findings, but, these will be anonymised*, so that you and your family are not identifiable. The only reason we might have to consider passing on confidential information would be if you  said anything which caused us concern about harm to yourself or anyone else. In the unlikely event of this happening, we would discuss this with you first. 
We will need to keep some basic information about you (such as contact information) to help us arrange the interviews but this will be kept securely (and separately from all other project information) with only the research team being able to access it. 
We would like to audio-record the interview unless you don’t want us to.  We will write up each interview (using notes and/or the audio recording) but you and your family will not be identified in this written record.  All material (including audio recordings) will be stored safely at the University of Bath or the University of Stirling and only the research team can access it.  

We will write about the research in different ways, such as reports, articles for scientific journals, newsletters and other publications, and conference talks.  If you would like to hear about the findings from the research, please do ask .  
If you have any concerns about any aspect of this study, please speak to one of the researchers, who will do their best to answer your questions (see below for contact details).  
* we anonymise an interview by removing anything that is readily identifiable.  So we would take out your name (replacing it with an 'X' or an initial - not your initial of course), and anything to do with the town or area where you live; we would remove information about your job or occupation (unless it is in some way relevant to the information we are collecting); and we would take out anything else which might act as an important clue as to who you are.  Of course, if you read a quote in one of our reports, you may be able to remember that it was something that you said, but there should be nothing in the quote to tell anybody else that it was you who said this.

The research team

Here are some details about the research team. 
	Christine Valentine

Researcher – South West England

psmcav@bath.ac.uk

	Lorna Templeton

Researcher (South West England & Scotland)

ltempleton72@googlemail.com

	Jennifer McKell 

Researcher (Scotland)

 
j.e.mckell@stir.ac.uk
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More information about the project can be found at: http://www.bath.ac.uk/cdas/research/substance.html
You may also contact the research administrator James Earl-Fraser, Tel: 01225 384515
In the unlikely event that you have a complaint about the research project, please contact a member of the research team; if their answer does not satisfy you, you should contact either of the following people:

Professor Tony Walter, Principle Investigator of the project, University of Bath Tel:01225 383695; email:  jaw34@bath.ac.uk
Professor Linda Bauld, Co-Investigator of the project, University of Stirling, Tel:01786-467406; email:  linda.bauld@stir.ac.uk
If you remain unsatisfied you should contact:

Marjorie Weiss, Chair of the University of Bath Ethics Committee, Tel: 01225 856787; email: m.weiss@bath.ac.uk
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