Invitation Email to Journal Editors

A study to develop a new reporting guideline for social and psychological interventions: “CONSORT-SPI”

Dear INSERT NAME,

A representative from your journal (INSERT JOURNAL NAME) is invited to participate in an international initiative to develop a new reporting guideline for randomised controlled trials of social and psychological interventions. This project is funded by the UK Economic and Social Research Council (ES/K00087X/1).

We are currently conducting an online Delphi process to ask an international group of stakeholders what standards should be included in an extension of the influential CONSORT Statement for Social and Psychological Interventions: “CONSORT-SPI”.

As INSERT JOURNAL NAME has been identified as a potential journal in this area, we would be grateful for you or an appropriate member of the journal’s editorial team to participate in the Delphi process. You will be asked to rank and comment on the importance of items being considered for inclusion in the guideline. Your responses will be kept anonymous and confidential.

You may access the Delphi survey by clicking here: INSERT URL. THIS LINK IS UNIQUE TO YOU: PLEASE DO NOT SHARE IT. If you have suggestions for participants for the Delphi, please reply to this email with their name(s), affiliation(s), and email address(es).

We hope you will agree to participate in this important initiative. If you do not wish to participate, we would be grateful if you could reply with any reasons.

Thank you in advance for taking the time to share your views with us. 

With best wishes,

SIGNATORIES

For more information about the project, click here.


Invitation Email on List Servs

Get involved in the development of a new reporting guideline for social and psychological interventions!
 
An international initiative of researchers, journal editors, and stakeholders in intervention studies is working with the Consolidated Standards for Reporting Trials (CONSORT) Group to develop CONSORT-SPI: an official Extension for Social and Psychological Interventions.
 
We are currently looking for participants for an upcoming Delphi process (starting mid-September 2013) to generate possible reporting standards for the guideline. Stakeholders involved in researching, publishing, funding, commissioning, or providing these interventions are invited to contact us to participate.
 
Please email the Project Executive at CONSORT.study@spi.ox.ac.uk or complete the CONSORT-SPI participant form if you are interested!

Further information about the project can be found here.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Informed Consent Form

Delphi Survey for CONSORT-SPI:
A CONSORT Extension for Social and Psychological Interventions

Ethics approval was obtained from the Department Research Ethics Committee (DREC) for the Department of Social and Intervention, University of Oxford (Ref: 2011-12_83).

This is a Delphi survey to obtain feedback from experts of and stakeholders in social and psychological intervention research. 

The purpose of this survey is to identify a list of possible reporting standards for CONSORT-SPI: a new reporting guideline for manuscripts of randomised controlled trials (RCTs) of social and psychological interventions. Items in this survey have been derived from a systematic review identifying reporting standards from previous relevant guidelines.

The CONSORT Statement improves the quality of reporting randomised controlled trials (RCTs) by encouraging authors to provide the minimal information required to understand their methods and outcomes. 

We are developing a new checklist of essential items to be included in any report of an RCT evaluating social and psychological interventions common to criminology, education, psychology, public health, social work, and related disciplines. Ideally, the CONSORT-SPI checklist should be concise—including the information that should be reported in every social and psychological intervention RCT. You have been selected to participate in this process because you are a stakeholder of this area of research.

For each survey item, we will ask you to rate its importance on a scale of 1 to 10. A score of 10 indicates that you believe this item is very important to include in the CONSORT-SPI Extension (i.e., you believe this item is essential for all reports of social and psychological intervention RCTs). A score of 1 indicates that you do NOT believe this item is important enough to include in the checklist. High-ranking items (median of 8-10) will be considered for inclusion in the guideline documents at a face-to-face consensus meeting following this Delphi exercise; low-ranking items (i.e., those with medians of 1-4) will be considered for exclusion from the guideline at the meeting; and items with middle rankings (i.e., those with medians of 5-7), wide distribution of scores,  and/or significant issues noted in your free-text comments will be included in the Round 2 questionnaire.

Informed Consent

We are going to give you information and invite you to be part of this survey. You do not have to decide today whether or not you will participate. Before you decide, you can talk to anyone you feel comfortable with about the survey. Your participation in the survey is entirely voluntary. It is your choice whether to participate or not.

1) I hereby authorize the Centre for Evidence Based Intervention to include me in the following research study: “Delphi Survey for CONSORT-SPI: An Extension of the CONSORT Statement for Social and Psychological Interventions.”  

2) I have been asked to participate on a research project which is designed to examine potential reporting standards to be included in a new CONSORT Extension for Social and Psychological Interventions. This study will last for 3 months and will include 2-3 rounds of surveys. Surveys will be administered 1-2 months apart, and each will take approximately 10-40 minutes to complete. I understand that, upon its delivery, I will have 3 weeks to complete each survey.

3) It has been explained to me that the reason for my inclusion in this project is that I am an expert of and/or stakeholder in social and psychological intervention research or reporting guideline development. Eligible participants include researchers, methodologists, journal editors and peer-reviewers, representatives from funding agencies, policy-makers, practitioners, and representatives of consumer groups.

4) I understand that if I choose to participate, for the first round of the Delphi survey I will answer a 70-item questionnaire on modifying the CONSORT Statement for trials of social and psychological interventions.   

5) I understand that the study described above involves minimal risks due to its nature as a confidential, anonymised questionnaire that does not inquire about personal or sensitive data. There are no predictable physical ill effects associated with participating in this study. All individual research results will be kept anonymised. However, each participant will receive group summaries of responses after each Delphi round, and these responses may contain (anonymised) quotations from particular participants about proposed items. PLEASE NOTE that, while we will keep responses anonymous, it is possible for other participants to identify you if you divulge specific details (e.g., name a trial you have conducted, discuss details of your professional organization), and thus cannot absolutely guarantee your anonymity.

6) I also understand that the possible benefit of this study is improved information about reporting standards and guidance to be used in the development of a new reporting guideline for social and psychological intervention randomised controlled trials. I am likely to benefit directly from my participation in this study through the development of a reporting guideline that will increase the quality of published RCT reports in my profession.

7) Data from this survey may be used to inform peer-reviewed publications related to this new CONSORT Extension, a DPhil dissertation at the University of Oxford for Sean Grant, and archiving with the UK Economic and Social Data Service.

8) I understand that Sean Grant, who can be reached at CONSORT.study@spi.ox.ac.uk, will answer any questions I may have at any time concerning details of the procedures performed as part of this study. If I have any complaints about the procedures of the study, I can reach Paul Montgomery at paul.montgomery@spi.ox.ac.uk

9) If the study design or the use of the information is to be changed, I will be so informed and my consent reobtained.  

10) I understand that I have the right to refuse to participate in, or to withdraw from this research at any time. I also understand that I will not receive compensation for my participation in this study.

11) I understand that circumstances may arise which might cause the investigator to terminate my participation before the completion of the study.

12) I understand that no information that identifies me will be released without my separate consent except as specifically required by law.

13) I understand that I have the right to refuse to answer any question that I may not wish to answer.
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