[image: ]										Consent form [Focus group]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Project
“People’s views of nicotine replacement therapy and electronic cigarettes”
Are you a smoker or have you quit smoking in the last year?
Would you like to take part in a study about people’s views of nicotine replacement therapies and electronic cigarettes?


You have been given this information sheet because you are being invited to take part in a research study. This information sheet describes the study and explains what will be involved if you decide to take part. 

What is the purpose of this study?
In this study we want to explore people’s views of products that might be used instead of smoking, such as nicotine replacement therapies or electronic cigarettes (‘e-cigarettes’). 
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Who is conducting the study? 
My name is Catriona Rooke. 
I’m a researcher in the Centre for Population Health Sciences at the University of Edinburgh. 

What will participating in this project involve?
If you agree to participate in the project, you will be invited to take part in a focus group discussion with around five other people. During the discussion we would like to hear about your views on products like nicotine replacement therapies and e-cigarettes. The group discussion will take place at a time and place that is convenient for you and the rest of the group. It will last up to 90 minutes and will be guided by me. Another researcher may be present to help me out. The discussion will be recorded and written up. This is helpful for me as it means I don’t have to take notes during the discussion.

Do I have to take part?
No, it’s completely up to you whether or not you take part in the study. If you agree to take part, you are free to change your mind at any time without giving me a reason.

What will happen to any information I give?
Any information I have about you and everything you say during the discussion will be kept confidential. A transcript of the discussion will be produced by a professional, experienced transcription company. Your name and contact details will be kept separately from the transcript and any details that could be used to identify you will be removed from the transcript. Any extracts from what you say that are quoted in written work will be entirely anonymous.

We will ask you and others in the group not to talk to people outside the group about what was said during the discussion. However, we cannot stop or prevent participants who were in the group from sharing things that should be confidential.

All electronic data will be stored on a password protected computer. Any paper copies will be kept in a locked filing cabinet in my office. All digital recordings will be destroyed after completion of the project. Other data from the study will be retained, in a secure location, for 7 years. Once the study is completed, transcripts will be deposited in the UK Data Archive. The transcripts will remain available in the data archive for 5 years.

What will happen to the results of the project?
The results of this study will be used in academic papers for publication and in presentations. I would be happy to send you a summary of the results if you wish. 

What are the possible benefits of taking part?
There will be no immediate benefits for you, but by taking in part in this study you can help us better understand how people view and use products like nicotine replacement therapies and e-cigarettes.  To thank you for taking the time to talk to us, we would like to give you a £10 voucher.

Are there any risks? 
No. There is no known risk if you take part in this study. 
Contact details
I am the main contact for the study. If you have any questions about the project, please don’t hesitate to ask. My contact details are:
Catriona Rooke
Email: catriona.rooke@ed.ac.uk
Tel: 0131 650 4513
Centre for Population Health Sciences, University of Edinburgh, Medical School, Teviot Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9AG

If you wish to contact a senior member of the University about the research or make a complaint please contact: 
Professor Amanda Amos 
Email: Amanda.Amos@ed.ac.uk
Centre for Population Health Sciences, University of Edinburgh, Medical School, Teviot Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9AG

Project team:	Catriona Rooke, University of Edinburgh
		Amanda Amos, University of Edinburgh
		Sarah Cunningham-Burley, University of Edinburgh

The study is funded by Cancer Research UK. 

Thank you for considering taking part in this study and taking the time to read this information. If you are willing take part in a focus group for this research project, please complete the consent form on the next page.
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Consent form

Project title: People’s views of nicotine replacement therapy and electronic cigarettes.


· I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet provided for this study. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily.
· I understand that my participation in this study is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason.
· I understand that the focus group will be digitally recorded and then transcribed. 
· I understand that information given in this focus group may be used by the research team in future publications, reports or presentations.
· I understand that any personal data that could be used to identify me will be removed from the transcript of the focus group and that I will not be identified in any publications, reports or presentations.
· I understand that the anonymised transcript of the focus group will be deposited in the UK Data Archive.


Participant’s Name (Printed): ________________________				

Participant’s signature:  _________________________     Date: __________

Researcher’s signature: _______________________      Date: __________

Thank you for agreeing to take part in this study.
Your contribution is very much appreciated.
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