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Dear Parent,

I am writing to ask your permission for your child to take part in a research study that will be carried out at your child’s school. The School of Psychology has been involved in studying the development of thinking skills for many years, and this particular project looks at the development of a very basic form of scientific thinking. A sheet describing the study is attached to this letter.

The study will be looking at how children reason about causes and effects. They will be shown a set of boxes with different coloured components on them. Children have to figure out which components make the other ones move. The ability to reason about objects in this way is a basic type of scientific thinking. It is important that we understand how such thinking changes in early childhood. 

We will need to work with your child individually for about 10 minutes. I should emphasise that we are not concerned with evaluating the performance of specific children, but with comparing children of different age-groups. Thus, no personal details about the children, apart from their date of birth, will be recorded. In particular, we will not keep a record of the children’s names.

I would be very grateful if you were able to allow your child to take part in the study. However, if for any reason you would prefer that he or she did not take part, please indicate this on the slip below. Please note that you can withdraw your child from the study at any time without explanation. We have found that children greatly enjoy this type of task, which is presented to them as a game. However, if on the day of testing your child is not happy to take part we will of course not include them. 

Thank you for your help.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Caren Frosch

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please return to the school by 27/10/09

I give permission for my child to take part in the research study 
________________________
OR
I would prefer my child not to take part in the research study, and thus do NOT give permission 
________________________

My child’s name is:	____________________	


Information Sheet (for parents)

This sheet gives you a brief outline of the tasks to be used in this study. 

What is the project studying?

The project is examining how certain reasoning abilities change from about four to eight years as children develop. In particular, we are interested in how children reason about causes and effects, a very basic type of scientific thinking. 


What task will your child be asked to do?

The task used in the study involves showing children a set of boxes, with each box having three coloured components on it that rotate mechanically (e.g., a blue circle, a green triangle, and a red square). Children are shown each box operating and they are asked to figure out which component is the cause of the movement of other components: for example, does the blue circle make the green triangle go round, or is it the red square? Children will be asked to choose a picture to match how they think each box works. Children are shown a small number of such boxes and after watching each operate they choose a picture that they think best describes the causal structure of the components on the box they have observed. The task will take around 10 minutes to complete. 


Who will carry out the testing and where will the testing take place?

Testing will be carried out by Caren Frosch who is a Research Fellow in the School of Psychology. She has experience of conducting research with young children and has obtained police clearance for work with children. Testing will take place in a quiet corner of the school and Caren will ensure that there is minimal disruption to class activities. 


What happens to the findings?

We will be using the information from these studies to come to conclusions about how basic thinking skills differ between different age-groups. Our results will be used to prepare papers for publication in psychology journals and books, and hopefully in the long-term will be of use to those who are concerned with designing education for the early years. 

We should emphasise that we are not concerned with how individual children perform, but with comparing children of different age-groups. No personal details about each child, apart from their date of birth will be kept along with the results. In particular, no records of children’s names are kept with the findings. You will be free to withdraw your child from the study at any time without explanation and your child will only participate if they are happy to do so on the day. 


Consent form: Reasoning about causes study

This study is being carried out by Dr Caren Frosch as part of a project directed by Dr Teresa McCormack and funded by the Economic and Social Research Council. The study is examining changes in causal reasoning abilities; further information is given on the attached sheet. Dr Frosch will be happy to answer any questions you have about the study, or you can contact Dr McCormack through the School of Psychology. 
The task will take around 10 minutes of your time, and you are free to withdraw from the study at any time without explanation. No personal information about you, apart from your gender, will be stored along with your data. 

I give my consent to take part in the causal reasoning study. I understand I am free to withdraw from the study at any time without explanation. 
Print name:

Signature: 


Information Sheet (for adults)

This sheet gives you a brief outline of the tasks to be used in this study. 

What is the project studying?

The project is examining how certain reasoning abilities change from about four to eight years as children develop. In particular, we are interested in how children reason about causes and effects, a very basic type of scientific thinking. We are including an adult group to give us a baseline measure of mature cognitive performance. 

What task will you be asked to do?

The task used in the study involves showing participants a set of boxes, with each box having three colored components on it that rotate mechanically (e.g., a blue circle, a green triangle, and a red square). Participants are shown each box operating and they are asked to figure out which component is the cause of the movement of other components: for example, does the blue circle make the green triangle go round, or is it the red square? Participants will be asked to choose a diagram to match how they think each box works. Participants are shown a small number of such boxes and after watching each operate they choose a diagram that they think best describes the causal structure of the components on the box they have observed. The task will take around 10 minutes to complete. 


What happens to the findings?

We will be using the information from these studies to come to conclusions about how basic thinking skills differ between different age-groups. Our results will be used to prepare papers for publication in psychology journals and books, and hopefully in the long-term will be of use to those who are concerned with designing education for the early years. 

We should emphasise that we are not concerned with how individual participants perform, but with comparing participants of different age-groups. No personal details about adult participants, apart from their gender are kept along with the results. In particular, no records of participants’ names are kept with the findings. You will be free to withdraw from the study at any time without explanation. 



